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THE VAGABOND CONCLUDES His 
STORY—THE EFFECTS OF REFORM= 
ATION IN A COUNTRY PARISH— 


+ DES VACGABOND 8 REASONS IN FA- 
VOUR OF SEDUCTION. | | 


Ox 1 following FE I Ravine a 
poſt-chaiſe'in a croſs road, which con- 
tained two ladies, and was driven by a 
Vor. II. „ lad. 
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he imbecile as infants. 
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c lad. One of the women hinted away, 
and the other vas exceſſively frighten- 


1 took nothing but her purſe, 
Aaforming her, that ſhe miſtook, if ſhe 
ſuppoſed me a common robber; for, 


though I was willing to equaliſe pro- 
perty, I did not wiſh to monopoliſe. 


So ſaying, 1 quitted her, that ſhe might 
aſſiſt her inſenſible companion, 


1 3 not hit cee 3 
ſyſtem of female education, which thus 
enervates the human body; it being an 


5 eternal fact, that were women educated 


to all the exerciſes of men, and, as my 
dear Mary uſed to ſay, ſo mingled with 


the world, that every aQtion would be 


performed promiſcuouſly, (ſex out of 
the queſtion) we ſhould not have n 
fainting on ſudden emergencies, and as 


What a | lotions RL it be, 
af the whole female ſex would emanci- 
VV Path 5 


THE VAGABOND. 3 
pate themſelves from thoſe tyrants the 
men, and enter equally into every con- 

cern of life! We ſhould then no longer 

admire a beautiful idiot, but value 
them according to their mental charms 
and perſonal proweſs. It would alſo 

be a very great advantage in the 
article of love; it being no inconſider- 
able trouble to a philoſophical mind to 


bend to all the frivolities of declaring 
a 98 5 | 


By 655 exertions of my 5 | 
principles, I acquired a ſufficient ſub- 
ſiſtence; but I always made it a rule 

never to put in my claim to a part of- 
the univerſal ſtock, till neceſſity (which 
has no law) in ſome ſort compelled me. 
It was on one of thoſe occaſions 1 had 
the good fortune to meet with you, and 


I only lament that the immortal Stupeo 


Was killed with a muſket bullet. | 


* . I lament too, ſaid Doctor Alban: | 
15 . © I ſhould | 


= 6 


& 


© 4: / © TAE!VAGABAND: : 


1 ſhould have delighted in the con- 
verſation of ſo great a man, who has 
introduced ſo enlightened a pupil to the 
world. But let us now retire to reſt; 
the clock has ſtruck three, and to- 
morrow we will diſcourſe further.” So 
1 ſaying, they ſeparated | for the night-: 
i OY Frederick rejoicing that he had at 
1 length found a man illuminated wich 
| the irradiating principles of the new 
philoſophy ; which he the more won- 


il dekeͤred at, conſidering the Doctor's 
1 property, for he had found the pupils 
9 the new ſchool, in general, a little 


- ſhort in financial affairs. 


7. The next morning the company met 

100 breakfaſt, Laura was extremely 
lovely; and the eyes of the. philoſopher . 
frequently repeated the obſervation. 
Suſan ſat down familiarly to breakfaſt -_ 
with them; and the luxury of the 

times was ably deſcanted upon. 


ü Mos - 


THE VAGABOND. 1 3 
rea and chocolate, new. bread and 
frelli butter, with a reliſh of cold ham 


and eggs, compoſed the breakfaſt of 
theſe praftical philoſophers, Og 


Luxury, ried: Doctor has at 
every mouthful, © will be the bane of 
this country; every thing riſes to ſo 
enormous a price, that a poor man 


cannot abſolutely get an exiſtence we . 
* de ſtarved ! pe tl a) 


=” 


1 Tis a areadfal W to > think af it, 
ſaid Frederic; 1 have oſten con- 5 
ſidered what could occaſion ſuch a 
riſe in meat, for inſtance; formerly 
we uſed to have the; beſt beef at one 
penny a pound, and now it is fix 
08: | „%%% ot EL NT ay 


: yo Iz a, 3 Lan” 5 be 8 
Lt there are two reaſons : : the increaſed | 


2 conſumption, and the increaſed quan- 


tity, of Hoger Formerly, a farmer, 
B 3 . | before 


before, he killed an ox, had to Contract 
with ſo many families as could purchaſe 
the whole, not being able to place & 

| dependance on chance cuſtom ; a fat, 
that muſt give the lie to the tales of 
| ſome people, who would make us 
believe that POPE + fed e 
8 a beef.“ 15 4 


128 Sou! n jade ſaid, | 
28 Doctor, to dare contraditt a man 
like me. Pray, how ſhould you know © 
| what uſed to be, who have not yet ſeen 
eighteen ſummers ?—You are a moth in 
the creation yet. I inſiſt upon it that our 
peaſants are ſtarved and famiſhed :—Are 
not potatoes and bacon gr their! _ 
port —Anſwer that, Be 
The Doctor enjoyed the 3 of . 

rhetoric over common ſenſe; but Laura, | 
with becoming deference, replied, that 
it might be true, but that was even 
better than ſkimmed milk and oat- 
2 3 5 1 meal 


. THE VAGABOND; . 


N mie cake, which was formerly- the ge- 
neral food, with a change of barley and | 
Tye... © The, people of England, then,” — 0Þ 
ſaid ſhe, © were ſubje& to leproſy ad 1, | 
cutaneous diſeaſes, which have vaniſhed TO | 
. fince the introduction of tea. I grant 
that they live hard, but it is what, they. 3 
have ever done; and were it poſſible |} 
for them to ſee the peaſants of other 
countries, they would rejoice at being 
people of England. Not to mention 
* the powers of life and death, poſſeſſed 
by moſt landed gentlemen. on the Con- 
| tinent, let us look at the Eaſtern na- 
tions, whoſe lower orders live upon 
nothing but rice, and particularly the, 
e Chineſe, ſuppoſed, in the Annual Re- ; 
gilter, for 1789, to contain, !wo; hun- 
dxed millions of people, whole lower; Deke... 
ders, in-land, taſte, nothing but rice 
and water, and on the erco ſte A ine 
tle ſh,” 
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T8 VAGABOSD. 


© Rice and fiſh!” ſaid the Doctor, of 
am perſuaded they are both primitive 
Rice is the food of more than 


diſhes. 
| half the human fpecies, and ſavages 


on the ſea-coaſts univerſally eat fin. 


am determined my table ſhall be fur- 


niſhed with thefe produftions of all- 
provident nature; and ſuppoſe, for the 1 


ſecond courſe, you give us a brace of 
roaſt capons 1 a wy tartets.* TD 


| r For my part, : aid F ethic, lay-" 
ing a flice of ham on his bread and 
butter, and putting three lumps of ſugar 


into his cup of chocolate, it is to me 
a matter of the greateſt indifference 
What I eat; I eat merely becauſe it is 


right to eat for the keeping our bodies 


in order. A family phyſician proves, 
that one half the neceſſity of eating is 


to diſtend the inteſtines; for which 


purpoſe, any farinaceous paſte is ſuf- 
ficient; and I have an intention to 


try 


\ 


S: 


THE \VAGABOND. © 9 


try a pudding of marble Hour; for, if: 
this proves true, what great exploits may 

be performed without the trouble of 
e W we Uo A e 


205 F or e 8 ſake!”. aid: Lan 
laughing, forego the experiment, or 
the images of Jupiter and Juno, in the 
garden, will be made into haſty-pud- 
ding; and the arm of Venus will have 
as much temptation as an haunch of 
veniſon.” | 1 


— 


alle breakfaſt, SY Doctor 8 | 


* Frederick to walk in his garden, Zo 


and help him to weed ſome beds of 
herbs, | a 


« b you think, bald Frederick, ; af. | 

._-- JET what I have told you, that I will de- 
3 grade my dignity by a menial” employ ? 
that I will een a ſlave to till the 

| e M2 
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ſlavery. The very elements won't let. 


©*No,” replied. the DoRor.;* you are aa. 
philoſopher: I do not propoſe to you any 
fuch thing; but huſbandry is a primitive 


art, and no diſgrace when prattiſed for 
exerciſe. I propoſe that we ſhall live 
i together on a footing of equality, and 


that we ſhall endeavwur to enlighten : 
the people in our neighbourhood, erect- 


on dn to ourſelyes a little a 0 


4-0 The In is . d noble, 
cried Frederick: © had we Stupeo here, 
his whole ſoul would enter into the 
ſubject. Let us begin this very day 


only let me obſerve, I will 195 entirely n 


independent. e ee 


* of FO ſaid the Doftor.— 
5 Though I very much fear we ſhall 
never bring them to the ſtandard of 
This ifland is the ſink of 


be people 80 Hake like the Indians 
of 


% 


. 
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— 


of America. What ſhall; we ao; firſt 
towards, Kringing: about che  freedom.of 


"7 
man? e e eigen ie: 


« The firſt great 1 00 to "I per- 


formed, is to convince them of their 


wrongs—to ſhew them. they ougbt to 


| govern the ſlate; and chat, if they do 


not TECOVET.. their. rights, they. will, be 
5 ſtarved- and enſlaved; £ and that all diſc {27 


tinctions are badges of "HOO un ad 
rewards of merit. . ee e 7, 


« But in han point,” ſaid the Doctor, 


it appears to me. cheaper to beſtow 
titles and ribbons. than. penſions — if 


there were no , Ges he penſion: ſt 


J 


1 © And 5 8 it g cried ol Kun.” 


15 rick, a'n't we going to do away, all 


profits and rewards? Every man be | 


labour for the. ee Sog. 


* 


r B 6 | c «Right, | 


* . 
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© THO: Right, right, * anſwered the Doctor. 

ut ſhould we not ſay ſomething on 
the article of marriage? We ſhall never 
introduce real liberty till we can do 
away that Gothic barbarity. There's 
Suſan, a good deſerving creature, juſt 

ſuch another as Rouſſeau's Terefa: to 
own the truth, we, that is, ſhe and 
I—— You underſtand me but the opi- 


nions of the world have hitherto pre- 
vented my living with her in a manner 
congenial to my wiſhes, and as nature 


AM 
2 8 
» 
7 7 5 10 


nd en N out. F 


FOO: Hear, aa F rellerick, the ſenti- 
ments of the great philoſopher Stupeo: : 
When the diftinQions of ſociety fhall 
be confounded; and men ſnhall ceaſe to 
appropriate a whole female to them- 
ſelves — two men might eaſily enjoy 

one woman, becauſe it would be her 
company they deſired, and the ſenſual 
gratification would be conſidered as a 
un en men vill propagate 
j d their 


THE VAGABOND. 8 13 
their ſpecies; not becauſe a certain 
pleaſure is annexed to this action, but 
| becauſe it is right the ſpecies ſhould 
be propagated, and the manner in which 
they exerciſe this function will be 


regulated by the dictates of reaſon and - 


duty. It cannot definitively be affirmed, : 
in ſuch a ſtate of ſociety, who is the 
father of the child; but it is of 2 
conſequence. I ought to' prefer. no 
human being to another becauſe that 
being is my father, my wife, or my 
es 5 


8 What a glorious dofrine !* A 
Alogos: one might then have as many 
concubines and children as they could 
procure, - This very reaſon alone ought 
to make us deteſt monarchical govern- 

ment, where what is called ſacred' en- 

gagements are obliged to be in ſome 
| fort Prefer yen.” I with this very day, : 


» Godwin's Political Iſles hho, page os 
tell 


89 
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tell the world that I diſregard its pre- 
judices, and Suſan ſhall appear in her 
Proper character.“ 


"4 Dos. Solve; 988 was an ignorant, | 
WW vulgar girl, was ſo intoxicated with the 
UW  clevation from the. cookery, that ſhe 
reſolved. to. exert the inborn Rights of 
Women, diſdaining any longer to ſuper- 
intend the kitchen; and the Doctor 
frequently curſed ſociety, which had 
introduced luxurious diſnes. | 


Mean-while theſe two great men 
exerted their endeavours to reform the 
pariſhioners, and it was not long before 
the, excellent effects of their doctrines 

became viſible. The churches, thoſe 
temples. of prieſtcraft and ignorance, 
were ſoon left without viſitors; and even 
the elocution of a popular preacher 

Could not algmble an audjence. 


The two philoſophers rejoiced at "ES 
dawn 


EY VAGABOND. . 


1 daun af reaſon, and, the better to ſpread, 
the truth,  ereſted- a large barn into a 
Hall of Reaſon, where they undertook 
alternately to read moral lectures. 
Frederick there clearly proved that 
all religion was the offspring of igno= 
rance, reſulting from ideas, mingled 
with impreſſions, mingled with realities; 
and that the firſt idea of a Deity was 
taken from a howling, wind on a ſtormy 
night; ſo that, if he did not convince, 
he confounded his hearers. He, how- 
ever, proved beyond a doubt, that 
religion was not of the ſmalleſt hogs 
to mankind; © *'Tis true,” ſaid he, in 
one of his lectures, that „ 
was firſt carried beyond the unpoliſned 
beam, and the unſhapen ſtone, by the 
enthuſiaſm of people to honour an un- 
known Deity; but could any thing be 
more abſurd than to raiſe great piles 
of magnificence to nobody kney who? 
And what was the conſequence? Why, 
ä ane 


. ru vac. 


the great men then would "OE . 
houſes, and no longer live, as they uſed 
to do, in hovels of mud. Tis true 
that aſtronomy was firſt ſtudied for the 
ſake of tracing the power of God in 
the creation; but what has been the 
reſult? We have learnt to traverſe the 
ocean, and ſend people from Europe 
to tyranniſe over the people of Africa. 
Keligion indeed gave birth to all the 
arts and ferences, becauſe it was ſuppoſed 


the Architect of worlds muſt delight in 


grandeur, and every coſtly ornament 
Was deemed too little an offering to his 

abode. But, in my opinion, this would 
better have been given to the ſtarving 
poor no doubt the prieſts had their 


tithes out of it. (Here a loud burſt 
of applauſe broke forth.) It is in vain 
to ſay that monks have been the pre- 
ſervers of literature; for, at the time 
they promoted it, they had no intention 


to benefit wanting, and it is the in- 
tention 


* 
— 


THE VAGABOND. ; 17 
tention which makes the merit. You 
are told that religion teaches ſocial 
duties; that it is wrong to injure your 
neighbour, for you ſhall be hereafter. 


puniſhed. Who told you all this? 


A parcel of prieſts, whom you pay to 
hold you in darkneſs. Are you to be- 
lieve them, or I who inſtru& you for | 
nothing? 1 tell you then that there 
are no future rewards and puniſhments. 
I am certain no man can prove that 
there are; and if you read the great 
book of Nature, it does not ſay a word 
about it. That's the book you ought 
to ſtudy, and burn your Bibles, if you 
would enjoy the world withont thoſe 


ſhocking reflettions about fire and brim- : 
| ſtone.” 


| Moral If like wen cot: not 
but influence the minds of the country 
people, who wondered they had been ſo 
long impoſed upon. The Curate was | 
under the neceſſity of ſuing for the 


.. _ tithes, 
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_ tithes, and the parſonage was threaton= 
ed with deſtruction. : 


"Gor had been 10 5 fe ee owing _ 
to a wet ſeaſon. ; and to render it cheap, 
a,mob, of patriots, burnt down, ſeveral. 
ſtacks. ond barns, for which: one. was 
ee three.tranſported. | 


"The Principles FE Univerſal Equalicy, 
and The Catechiſm of Nature, the one. 
' written by Frederick, and the other by 

Doctor Alogos, were printed and diſtri-, 
buted gratis. The. public-houſes had. 
each a club, where. the, newſpapers were 
ſubſcribed for, politics diſcuſſed, and ale, 
conſumed. with genuine liberty; by which 
means thoſe heretofore-ignorant people 
became warm advocates for freedom, and 
declaimed-about the inborn reaſon of the 
human ſoul, till all reaſon was ſuſpended 
in bilarity, and the whole company le- 
N to a ſtate of e e 


They 


* 
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They now clearly perceived that ue 
times were the worſt that ever Old 
England had witneſſed; for they every 
day found themſelves leſs able to main- 
tain their families; and ſo far from 
being capable to pay their rents, they. 
had ſcarcely money ſufficient to ſuppart 
the club on which ee lalva- 
tion of weir W 


7 vain: the gentlemen: of: the. Pate? 
„„ to ſtay. this torrent of ꝓhi- 
loſophy. Man only requires to be told 
his rights to know them. The young 
men; copying the. example of Dottor 
Alogos, were not to be bubbled out of a 
fee by the prieſts, and the wives became 
What is wulgarly called lazy and ſloven- 
ly, but which, in the language of refined 
philoſophy, 18 independent, and ſuperior 
to e 2 


age procerded):thus: adevirably.i in 
N where, but a little time before, 
all 
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all had gone on in the old track, where 
contented and ignorant families de- 
d pended on their own labour, and were 

ſo proud of the childiſh title of Engliſh- 
men, chat they deteſted a work-houſe 
ſo long as health and ſtrength remained. 
But now they ſaw clearly, that, accord- 
ing to the Rights: of Man, every one 
had a juſt demand for ſupport from the 
community after a certain age, and 
therefore to work for a . day was 
as s abſurd as it was old. 5 


: The poor- rates muldplied ry faſt 
upon thoſe who ſtill continued to ſup- 
port the Gothic prejudices of their 
anceſtors, that ſeveral heretofore flou- 
riſhing families were obliged to quit ihe 

_ pariſh, and their farms remained un- 
oecupied. )) 
Frederick, in the mean time, had 
endeavoured to cultivate the affections 
of * but though he gained upon 

Er 
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hats IA her head reſi ted all the argu- 
ments of his philoſophy. It was in vain 
he traduced the cuſtom of marriage ; 
the remained wedded to the blind prin- 
ciples in which ſhe had been educated. 

For, ſaid ſhe, < were I to become 
your companion, or that of any other 
man, when I ſhall perhaps be ſur- 


rounded with two or three children, 4 


moment's diſguſt may leave me without 
a partner. Till it is the faſhion for 
men to maintain the children of others, 
no woman in her ſenſes would permit 


= the paſſion of a man unmarried, be- 


_ cauſe, though he could range and ſelect 


another, ſhe muſt remain forlorn and | 
abandoned.” 


The 8 ſaid F ck, 
© that I muſt have a companion be. 
life, is the reſult of a complication of 
vices: it is the diftate of cowardice, 
and not of fortitude :- it flows from a 
deſire of being loved and eſteemed for 
EE es ſomething 


BR 
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ſomething that is not deſert. The 
inſtitution of marriage is à ſyſtem of 
fraud, and men who carefutly miſlead. 
their judgments in the daily affairs of | 
their life, will always have a crippled ä 
judgment in every other concern. | 
Marriage is law, and the - worſt of all 
laws. Whatever our underſtandings 
may tell us of the perſon from vhoſe 
connedtion ve ſhould deri ve the greateſt 
improvement, of the worth of one 
woman, and the demerits of another, 
we are obliged to conſider what is law, 
and not what is juſtice. So long as I 
ſtel to engroſs one woman to myſelf. and 
prohibit my neighbour from roving his 
ſuperior deſerts, and reaping the fruits 
of it, I am guilly of the 90 odious of all 
monopolies*. 1 
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8 Do you wiſh me,” Taid Laura, No 


9 5 After ſuch a RE. a8 1 Aich is in 
8 SGSodwin's Political J uſtice, 4to. page 851, the reader 
| will not accuſe the author of exaggerating facts. 
| 0 I 
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ſuppoſe you ſpeak ſeriouſly ? You are 

dreaming, F rederick, or you are mad, 
or worſe. To ſay nothing of the 
moral turpitude of ſuch infamous and 
brothel doctrines, I ſhould like to 


= know if there is one ſingle republican 


in the kingdom, who, however he 
might wiſh to indulge himſelf in ſuch 
licence, would permit his mother, his 
wife, his ſiſter, or his daughter, to 


= live promiſcuouſly like beaſts of the 
1 field "i | 


And are men not by nature brutes, 
as the mighty Rouſſeau bas proved to a 
demonſtration! 8 


| © Let us take it ſo, faid Laura vith 

a ſigh: * what will be the refult? We 
ſhould ſee half a- dozen throats cut for 
x pretty woman, for then the law would 


be no check on licentious appetites. 


But, Sir, refle& if what I ſay be not 
vi: Your reformers in general 'are 
men 
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men of broken fortune, fiery paſſions,” 
or eccentric diſpoſitions. You would 
caſt aſide reſtraint, becauſe you are too 
great tyrants yourſelves to ſubmit to the 
government of others; as, for inſtance, 
Doctor Alogos was one of the beſt 
. tempered, humane men in the world, 
till he took to theſe whims from the 
loſs of a law-ſuit; and now, though he 
is always telling us we are ſlaves, and 
have as much right as the men to every 
freedom, yet, if every article in the 2 
houſe, to the ſmalleſt trifle, is not in 
exact order, we hear nothing but exe- 

Þ crations, which once he was afraid to 
utter. But, in the preſent caſe, I do 

\ fincerely believe, that thoſe men who 

- preach up promiſcuous intercourſe of 

ſex do it merely to cover their own de- 
praved defires, and avoid the ſtigma of 

the world by rendering it common.” 


„ of: a very, forry,” ſaid Frederick, 
that you argue as if you. had never 
| | heard 
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heard the great doctrines of philoſophy. 
Had you heard my Mary on this ſub- 
ject! perſuaſion hung upon her tongue, 
and the ſelf-demonſtrated axioms of 

moral ſcience flowed from her lips. 
It is difficult to recommend any 
thing to. indiſcriminate adoption, con- 
trary to the eſtabliſhed rules and pre- 
judices of mankind ; but certainly no- 
thing can be ſo ridiculous upon the 


face of it, or ſo contrary to the ge- 


nuine march of ſentiment, as to require 


AH the overflowing of the ſou] to wait up- 


on a ceremony, and that which, where- 
ever delicacy and imagination exiſt, is 
of all things moſt ſacredly private, to 
blow a trumpet before it, and to re- 
cord the moment when! it has arrived 
at its an m7 | 


Excellent!“ 


+ Memoirs of Mrs. Woolſtonecraft Godwin. SL 
A Democratic Review ſays, my treatment of Mrs. 
Godwin, in theſe volumes, is Brutal. If repeating 
verbatim her own ſentiments be brutality, then ara 

Vo. I. i | I guilty. 
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Excellent! cried Laura, breaking 
into a laugh; this is ſheer bombaſt; 
and putting into hyperbolic language 
what might have been ſaid in fimple 
words. - Can any thing be more impu- 
dent than for a woman to marry, be- 
cauſe by marrying ſhe tells the world 
that ſhe has conformed to its cuſtoms 
in following the. purpoſe of her crea- 
tion? Whereas, if ſhe deſpiſed all its 
rules, trampled down thoſe barriers to 
luſt, modeſty, and morality, and be- 
came a proſtitute, the is modeſt in ex- 
treme, | becauſe ſhe did not tell the 
world before-hand ſhe was going to be 
ruined, With regard to the trumpet. 
and the climax, it is not a practice in our 
country, where marriages are frequent- 
ly performed with that decent ſecrecy | L 
which eludes even che queſtions ok 


friendſhip.” 


T guilty. But if they mean that ſuch ſentiments 
brutaliſe a woman, I cannot help that, 


"ES „ © There 
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5 There is no reaſoning with women, 
cried Frederick in a pet; © they have 

no ſouls capable of receiving the new 
light of irradiating ſcience, which is 
breaking through the miſts of ſuper- 
ſtition and ignorance. How few are 
like my Mary, free in thought and in 
action! She was a wonderful woman, 

and deſpiſed the jeſts of the world: 
ſhe knew, that in reality there was. 
no difference of ſex in - ſouls; but 

that education made women fools and 
idiots.? | 


© You have often,” ſaid Laura, * talked 
to me in this ſtrainz you have told me 
that women are no otherwiſe inferior 
to men than by education; but to me 
there appears an humbling difference. 
Have they not to bear and bring chil- 
dren into the world? Are they not 
then tied down to the routine of a 
| nurſery ? Are not all: their employ- 
„ 15 ments 
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* 


ments s neceſſarily domeſtic? And does 
not Nature ſeem to have pointed to 
this end in the diſpoſition of their 
frame ?— Men, in all countries, take 
upon them the ruder employments, and 
it is only an eccentric ſoul that would 
wiſh, in the frenzy of imagination, to 
blend the ene 


But women, with their preſent weak- 
neſs of intellect, are not capable of teach- 
ing children their duties and rational 
philoſophy.” 


I ] will quote you a paſſage,* ſaid 

Laura, from a droll book of reve- 
ries my uncle lately bought, called 
The Rights of Women. In page 148, 
I believe you will find theſe words: — 
© The management of the temper, the 
' firſt and moſt important branch of 

education, requires the fober, ſteady eye 
of reaſon :; à plan of condutt equally 

diſtant 
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diſtant from tyranny and indulgence. I 
have followed this train of reaſoning - 
much further, till 1 have concluded 
that a perſon of genius is the maße im- 
proper perſon to be employed in edu- 
cation, either private or public.” From 
his quotation we may infer two con- 
cluſions: — Firſt, that a perſon of 
genius poſſeſſes not the fleady, fober eye 
/ reaſon, and therefore all your pre- 
tended philoſophers, reformers, and 
men of profound genius, have not 
one Jot of reaſon, conſequently are 
fools. Secondly, allowing vomen to 
be pretty idiots, they are the moſt 
proper” to give education, and the 
leſs genius they poſſeſs, the greater 
is their qualification: and indeed 1 
might draw a third inference, that 
perſons writing palpable contradictions 
are e notice on either fide. 
1 Oh! 2 cried Frederick, © were the. 
great Stupeo | here, he would bring 
| 3 arguments 
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arguments that would incontroventibly: 
prove: f a 


© Prove what ?? ſaid Laura: prove 
himſelf a greater fool than his pupil.” 


* No,' cried Frederick, prove that 
you are the charmingeſt pretty idiot in 
the world.“ 8 


Thus the great copyiſt of one of 
the greateſt philoſophers that have 
glittered in the eighteenth century 
deſeended from the pinnacle of intel- 
le& to tell a girl what her glaſs told. 
her every morning. But, as Voltaire 
has admirably proved, by a few argu- . 
ments, in about a hundred different 
places, and Rouſſeau demonſtrated by 
practice with the idiot Tereſa, it is 
a fact, that great heroes, great poets, 
great philoſophers, metaphy ſicians, and 
ballad- makers, have all become ſools to 
pleaſe fooliſh women. 
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CHAPTER II. 5 


REASONS For PEOPLING THE WORLD 
| —PECIMEN. OF THE SUBLLIM r 
THE CONSOLATIONS ny P11 LOSO- - 
PHY IN DISAFPOINTMENT — THE 
1MMUTABILITY. OF TRUTH, 


F REDERICK was difcompoſed be- 


yond the dignity of a philoſopher at the 


perverſenels of Laura: he began almoſt 
to think that women were beings made 


expreſsly for the pleaſures of men, a 
_ gilded toy, which a great metaphyfician 


. w 


g2 - THE VAGABOND. 
and philoſopher might condeſcend. to 
play with when he quitted the Hall of 
Contemplation, and ventured from the 
paths of intelleQual rambling to the groſs 
payement of life. EI 
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His mind was perpetually bent upon 
the great work of reformation, and the 
perfection of juriſprudence, except when 
he muſed upon the pretty lip of Laura, 
which frequently dimpled with an in- 
imitable ſmile, and that ſmile was not 
the vacant ſmile of childiſhneſs — it 
was a ſmile of meaning, expreſſive: of 
ſome fine ſenſation of mind, brightening 
the whole countenance, and lighting 
the eye with the intelligence of goon | 
ſenſe. 
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£1 kn wg ſaid he to himſelf, as he 
rambled over the fields, what to make 
of this girl; me reaſons as if ſhe had 
reaſon, but it is quite in the old ſtyle. 
What is chis love? What vould my 
Rs dear 
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"dear $tupeo define it? A paſſion, that, 
like an optic glaſs, inverts its obje&.—: 
Ah! now I am ſatisfied. ſhe does not 
in reality poſſeſs any good quality: it 
is my paſſion which deceives me, and 
ſhe is no more an angel than the reſt 
of her ſex. All her virtues are only 
like colours in objets, merely rays preſ- 
ſed in different angles upon the eye. 
She herſelf is a blank, a mere white 
ſheet of paper; and it remains for me 
to ſtamp upon her any charaQter I 
pleaſe. As to beauty what! is beauty ? 
Aſk a negro of Guinea what is beauty, 
the ſupremely beautifu!, the To xane 
XZ (to kalon), he will anſwer you, a greaſy. 
black ſkin, hollow eyes, and a flat 
| noſe. Conſult the philoſophers, they 
will tell you ſome unintelligible jar- 
gon for anſwer—they muſt have ſome- 
thing correſpondent to e in the 
8 abſtract. ; 1 © 
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Having thus uſed the light of aunt 
reaſon in rational argument, Frederick 
determined that Laura muſt and ſhould 

be his, not for his own ſake, but for the 
promotion of freedom, and the ſpread 
TY the truth. 


It is the oniverſhd good and greateſt 
reſulting benefit we are ever to have in 
view, continued he: all the great men 

of the eighteenth century tell us we 
muſt not regard any contingencies, theſe 
being only partial and unayoidable evils. 
It is plain the world muſt be peopled; 
for if it is not peopled, we philoſophers 
would have nobody to revolutionize, 
and reaſon, and logie, and ignorance, 
would be tantamount to the ſame. This 
then is the ſeHf-demonſtrated hypotheſis: 3 
this then is the grand baſis to build 
upon; and as all things depend upon 
peopling the world, it follows, that to 
people the world is che moſt meritorious 
action 
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action of life. But how am I to con- 


tribute to this greateſt good, if Laura, 


perliſts in her notions of matrimony ?' 
It is impoſſible. 1 ſhould then ſur- 


render my freedom, and freedom is 
even a greater good than life itſelf. 

Some middle-way muſt be deviſed ; and 
though I abhor giving. pain to any 
creature under. the heavens, yet I muſt 
not be deterred from peopling the 


world, by the tears, faintings, and fret- 


tings of a woman who even does not 
know the great maxims of philoſophy. 


What are tears? Mere bubbles of water 
emitted from a particular ſtimulus of 


the nerves of the eye: women have 


| weaker nerves than men, therefore 
tears from them are more oommon.— 
As to fainting, that alſo depends on 
weak nerves :—ſome will faint at the 
' fight of a rat. Well, I can't help the 
irratibility of the nervous ſyſtem:— A 


charming idea indeed! chat, becauſe 
C 6 VWomen 
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women have weak nerves, the world is 
not to be peopled! Beſides, am not I. 
a philoſopher? Les: 1 have, and I 
will riſe far above human nature.— 
Have I not ſeduced the miſtreſs of my 
friend? Have I not been the means 
of-a pretty girl and her father periſhing 
in the flames? Have I not led a mob 
to burn down the metropolis of Great 
Britain? Have I not induced a wife to 
betray her huſband, which cauſed his 
own and his children's death? Have I 
not loſt three teeth and half my little 
finger in the cauſe of liberty? Have I 

not murdered my own mother? And 

; ſhall the tears and lamentings of a girl 
prevent my marching forward in the 
high road of all-irradiating ſcience and 
peopling the world?“ 


0 Philoſophy ! how few can con- 
template thy ſublime and terrific fea- 
tures: thy feet ſtand upon the poles of 

e „ 
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the world—thy head is einctured round 
with nubilated exhalations, whoſe vol- 
canic entrails emit thunderings and 
lightnings that ſcatter all exiſtence a- 


round thee, and hecatombs of infidels 


and ſurdous men are reared or diſ- 
perſed by the cataclyſms of thy ſcien- 
tific fulminations. When ſhall: the ca- 
tenas of mankind be decrepitated by 
the furnace of truth, ignited by the 
belows of reaſon? When ſhall the 
ingannations of prejudice be delace- 
rated, and the catachreſtical reaſonings 
of facinorous ariſtocrats be diſpanded 
by the zetetic ſpirit of the eighteenth. 
century ?? | | 


From this prodigious flight of the 
true ſublime and unintelligible, Fre- 
derick ſuddenly deſcended to the con- 
fideration of more common action: 


ſimply, how he might promote the in- 


Poor the ſake of the Engliſh reader, theſe words 
may be found in J ohnſon's Dictionary. ; 
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ereaſe of mankind. It appeared no 
very ealy taſk to do away the qualms 
of conſcience in a modeſt girl, unleſs 


indeed he could prove to her that 
there was no ſuch thing as conſcience, 


which was a taſk of no great-difficulty 
for a modern philoſopher to under- 
take. Another ſmall reflection occu- 
pied him, for he ſaw that he mult 


proceed upon the principles of de- 


ception, and what then became of im- 


mutable truth? But, on weighing over 
the maxims of political juſtice, he found 


that deception was extremely moral in 


affairs of love, aud he was more than 


ever enamoured of the new philoſophy, 
which ſeemed calculated for the comfort 
of man. 


He began with DoQor Alogos, whom 
he ſoon convinced of the non-entity 
of conſcience; that reaſon was the only 
guide to truth, aud paſſion the index to 


pleaſure. lun, the bund prejudiced 


Laura, 
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Laura, was not to be wrought upon by 


the profoundneſs of his reaſonings and 


the ſubtilty of his logic. — Though I 
feel myſelf unequal to anſwer you, ſaid 


ſhe, © that by no means is an approval 


of your arguments; for I well know 


that by argument we can neither prove 


nor refute many things which yet we 


feel to be or not to be. For inſtance, 
you may tell me J am ten feet or only 
ten inches high; that my ſight deceives 


me; and you may confound me with 
arguments to proye your affertion. But 


all thoſe arguments will not change my 
opinion that I am only five feet high, 


nor will you perſuade me that I have 
no conſcience,” 


„ 8 


One fine glowing evening, when 


the country was yellowed over with 
harveſt, and the birds chirped amongſt 


the hedges, which were hung with 


ftalks of looſe corn, Frederick and 


Laura 
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40 THE VAGABOND. 
Laura took a walk to ſome diſtance, 
and, as it is very natural, diſeourſed on . 
love by the way. 


Frederick exerted all his eloquence 
upon the uſual ſubject; but ſeeing that 
he made no impreſſion, he franſided into 
the more natural language of common 
place, ſuch as has been the practice of 
all lovers ſince the flood, and ſueh as 


will continue to win the hearts of the 
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fair, till philoſophy ſhall introduce a 
new ſet of ideas and ſenſations.—“ 1 
will,” ſaid he, charming Laura, adopt 
your fide of the queſtion, for really 
metaphyſics do not altogether latisfy 
the heart.” 


Were you to forſake your wild 
opinions,“ ſaid Laura, © you would be- 
come an gg member of | ſociety.” 

- It is you, he replied, . Who muſt 
make 


e 
- 
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make me ſo; it is you 1 ſhall, look up 


to for inſtruction; but remember the 


ſentiments of Rouſſeau in his Emilius. 


If woman be formed to pleaſe, and be 


ſubjetted to man, it is her place doubt- 
leſs to render herſelf agreeable to him 


inſtead of challenging his paſſion: the 
violence of his defires depends upon 
her charms; it is by means-'of theſe 
ſhe ſhould urge him to the exertion 
of thoſe powers nature- has given him. 


The moſt ſucceſsful method of exciting 0 


is to render ſuch exertion neceſſary 
by reſiſtance, as in that caſe ſelf-love 
is added to defire, and the one triumphs 


in the victory which the other is e 


to acquire.” 


© Theſe ſentiments were worthy a 


voluptuary,” replied Laura: they came, 
no doubt, warm from the heart of 


Roufleau.? 


* 


Ves, faid Frederick, from the 
| author 
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actor of Eloiſa we ſhould expect ſtrong 
expreſſions, but they are nevertheleſs 
true. Lou have read, Laura, that 
charming romance, What did you 
feel at the firſt kiſs of lbve ? In a word, 
did not the whole 3 ſet your 
ſoul on fire?“ 


N No, replied Laura; I faw through 
the ſophiſtical jargon of rhapſodic lan- 
guage. I beheld only a man who lep: | 
a milliner, endeavouring to juſtify his 
aQtions to the world by drawing a fiery 
picture totally untrue. Do you think: 
there is a man in the world. like Wol- 
mar? And what was St. Preux but a 
precious ſentimental raſcal, who, under 
the ſanction of the moſt ſacred friend- 
ſhip, plunders a believing love- fick 
girl, and talks all the while about virtue 
and celeſtial innocence ? 


Frederick found by this diſcourſe 
mat be ſhould not eaſily eontaminate- 
„„ ä 


2M 
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the purity of her mind by the introduc- 
tion of voluptuous ſubjeQs, for he knew 


of no book more likely to introduce a 
defire of diſſipation than the celebrated 


Eloiſa of Rouſſeau“: he therefore re- 


ſolved to ſupply his want of perſyaſion 


by violence, beginning with thoſe li- 


berties- often allowed, till his paſſions 


throwing him off his guard, he exerted 


that proweſs which men are endowed 


with for other purpoſes; but here he 
was. again deceived, Laura not being 


one of thoſe puny flips of faſhion which 


ſhrink from the touch. 


— 


The philoſopher was confounded at 


a reſiſtance he had not expected from the 
delicate figure of the maid. He hung 


down his head in ſilent vexation at her 
keen reproaches; for name he knew 


not, unleſs it was in ſtopping ſhort of 


his heroic and patriotic intentions. He 


| * To this may now be added the Monk. 
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propoſed, in a tone of voice much be- 

neath the dignity of manhood, to ac- 
company her home, but ſhe refuſed bis 

offer with n diſdain. 


He turned away to _hiloſophiſe, * 
call to his aid the doctrines of Stupeo: 
ſo chagrined was he at the diſappoint- 


ment, that he almoſt reſolved never 


again to preſent himſelf before Doctor 
Alogos—but again he reflected, that it 
was unworthy a great man to ſtoop- to 
accidents, it being more in the order 
of Nature that accidents ſhould bend to 
them. | | 


As he tad Jorinnd, 1 in 
muſing melancholy, a gleam of ſalisfaction 
darted acroſs his mind— Why, ſaid 


he, internally, am I fo grieved at a 


trifling diſappointment ?—I, who am a 
being independent. of the Univerſe, in 
how few years wil] age deſtroy the ap- 
petite for PER, and I ſhall chen 

regret 


wa 


% 
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regret 1 not having made more adyantage 


of the fleeting moments. Did I bow 


down to the idols of prieſtcraft, I might 
be deterred from many actions called 


crimes, by the dread of future puniſn- 
ment; but it is the height of monkiſh 
blindneſs to ſuppoſe there is any ſuch | 


thing as future puniſhment, and I am 
perſuaded, I am certain, half mankind 
do not give credit to ſuch ſhocking 
dodtrines, or it would be impoſſible 


they could act as they do. What law- 


yer would undertake a wrong: cauſe ? 
What guardian would ruin the orphan 
under his care? What wife would be- 


tray her huſband? What ſon would 


diſobey his father ? What father would 


ruin his family with variety of exceſs? 
And what young man would, for the 


pleaſure of half an hour, cajole, with 


falſe oaths and profeſſions, a fair, be- 
lieving, tender-hearted girl into a mi- 


ſery that can end only with her life ?— 
No; I am certain, it Re believed 
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46 THE VAGABOND. | 
any thing of revealed religion, none of 
this could happen. Then ſhall 7 be 
trammelled by ſuch conſiderations? O 
Philoſophy ! divine light of the ſoul! 
thy conſolations never fail in the hour 
of diſtreſs. Beware, fays St. Paul, 
leſt men ſpoil you through philoſophy 
and vain deceit; but Paul was an 


old ee Paul knew nothing of eter- 


nal leep.” 


Having thus confirmed his mind in 
theſe delectable principles, he felt re- 
aſſured to his purpoſe, and inclined his 
thoughts to ſuggeſt the means oy ſub- 
duing Laura. 


Tan informed - her uncle of the N 
great deſigns of the vagabond philoſo- 
pher; but that diſciple of the new 
ſchool only coolly bid her be cautious, 
for nothing in nature could be more 
natural. | 


Frederick 
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Frederick was ſurpriſed. to find the 
DoQor in good ſpirits; and no hint 
being dropped concerning his recent at- 


tempt, he already concluded Laura in 
his poſſeſſion. He retired early to bed 


to digeſt his plan; and not being able 


to ſleep, he tumbled about till mid- 


night, when he was alarmed with a 
grating noiſe at the window beneath 


him. He liſtened, and fancying he - 


heard footſteps, aroſe, and was proceed- 
ing down ſtairs with a poker in his hand, 


when two men aſcending, preſented piſ- 


tols at him, with threats of inſtant death, 
if he alarmed the houſe. 


© Am I-to be deterred from ſpeaking 


the truth? ſaid Frederick : © a truly 
virtuous man will proclaim the truth, 
amidſt an del of foes,” 


_- 


c Di my glims,* ſaid one of the ; 


ruffians, you are a rum quiz ; but 1 
ſuppoſe 88 dreaming. 
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c Tf you will tell truth,” (aid the 
other, * tell us where the old codger 
hides 55 caſh.” SES | 


Truth, replied Frederick, * is in- 
variable : the great Stupeo declared 


that no circumſtance could change its 


effefts, and that it muſt be pong at 


all times.“ 


© Well, out with it then, and no 


qualms. e . 


In love,” continued Frederick, wich 


ſang froid, * we may conceal the truth, 


becauſe it is an allowable deception to 


deceive a girl to her own benefit, and 


the augmentation of mankind, But, 
for the ſake oh wealth, Srols, . traſh, 
rubbiſh- 


— 


c De cried the firſt, you are a 


deviliſh rum one: only tell us where 
we may find the rubbiſh, and leſs of 


the * F 
bis | 


„ uE VAGABOND. i 


a This rubbiſh, cried F rederick 
the bane of ſociety, the cauſe of all 
unnatural accumulations, of all che 
miſeries of ſuffering man; what is 
this to truth, eternal M9 hene 
truth?“ 


e 
I 
1 ann 


= "Haw his eta.” out, 1 0 the — 6: 
ber, if he don't inen * us where : 


the Parley, BOOT Ce 


11 
. 4 ». Mw A 
1 1 Y 


We are 8 to be compelled to : 
| ſpeak truth, ſaid Frederick; * we ſhould 
ſpeak it for its own ſake, and not to 


avoid any evil, or to promote any inde- 


pendent good: for inſtance, I could 

now, to avoid che evil you threaten, _ 
tell you that in the front parlour there = 
are bank notes to the amount of fifty | 


pounds, and that would ſatisfy you ; ; but 


that is an _equivocation, becauſe you 2 aſk . 


where the money is concealed, implyiog 
all. (Aye! aye! All! all 1. Well, that 


being the caſe, and an equiyecation. 
Vor. II. TD. being 
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8 being a the, according: to Dr. Paley, 1 


continue to tell you, that under bis 


Ded in the back rom, on the ſecond 
| Poor, is an fron theft, Where you will 


nd the temainder, and chus it e 5 
demonſtrated chat , | 


* Aye, ihe, clear —— elled the 
thieves, don't fay a word more 80 
back to your own. bed, and Teep' in a 
ſound lein.“ 


e bot eines, ſaid Frederick to 


0 himſelf, to run hazards in proclaiming 


truth when it is hot required. Perhaps 


13 | theſe patriots intend to murder the old 
Doflor: well, ſuppoſe they do, what 


will be the refatring conſequences? 'Ig- 
York unillumined people, in ſtating 


this fine and | metaphyfical” argument, 


would talk about gratitude—that's to- 


| tally Exploded in political juſtice. A 


ſervant might urge his being obliged tc 
Tere pls alter. but Lam no ſeryvant; 


„ e e 


and'a ſervaut would be condemned i 
he did not aſſiſt to deſtroy his maſter in 


the cauſe of truth, by the new ſyſtem. 


But what poſſible geod vill reſult to 


mankind by the death of the Doctor? 


Ts he not one of us? Is he not an en- 


lightened philoſopher of the eighteenth : 


century? He has already created three 


or four riots in the pariſh, and render- 


ed the people ſo Uiflatisfied, 'that they 


uill neither work nor play. A revo- 
lution ſeems maturing in this little ſpot, 


that ſhall light the torch of liberty all 
over Europe: and ſhall this man be 
cut off by men Who ſeem unorganiſed 
to ſyſtematic depredation men who do 


not ſeem to plunder upon principle? 
No; the whole human race 99 lu. 5 


7 fer! In 1 loſs, 8 


1 
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| Thee arguments were e 
an he haſtened with the poker in his 


bang to the chamber. The robbers ha 
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drawn out the cheſt, and emptied its 
contents, when Doctor Alogos awak- 
ing, began to call aloud for aſſiſtance, 
and the robbers ſwore they would cut 
his throat if he was not filent. At that 
- inſtant Frederick burſt into ihe: room, 
and one of the thieves fired, but miſſed 
him. A blow of the poker tore off 
the raſcal's ear, and ſhook his arm i 
rudely, that the piſtol fell to the floor, 
and the Doctor having reached a blun- 
derbuſs, they hurried away, carrying 
with them the notes and caſh, with 
Which they filled their pockets, ſwear- 
ing they would ſhoot whoeyer attempted | 
40 ee them. 


A My 1 Frederick,” cried. the 
Doktor, embracing him, you are a 
brave fellow, and this favour ſhall not 
go unrewarded ; 0 may always rely on 

| wy N e ; 


| F 
Friendſhip! 


# » 


4 


* 
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DE riendſhip!“ exelainied Frederick. 


0 Has fear clouded your intellekts? 4 


| Friendſhip i is well enough for boarding- 
ſchool 'girls, who are plotting intrigues. 


You muſt efteem me for my intrinſic 
value, and not becauſe I have done 
| you a ſervice. No man ought 10 return 


favour for favour that is an old obſo- 
lete doctrine, done away entirely by the 
new political juſtice.— Hear the great 


ſentiments of the great Stupeo on fa- 


vours:—It may be objeQed, ſaid he, 


that a mutual commerce of benefits tends 


to increaſe the maſs {or cube lump) of 


benevolent action, and that to increaſe 
the maſs of benevolent action is to con- 


tribute to the general good: indeed, is 


the general good promoted by falſe. 275 


hood, by treating a man of one degree 
of worth, as if he had ten times that 
worth? or, as if he were in any degree 
different from what he really is ? Would 


not the moſt beneficial conſequences re- b 
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Cult 8 a different plan, from my con- 
ſtantly and carefully inquiring into the 
deſerts of all thoſe with whom Tx: am 
connected, and from their being fure, 


8 after a certain allowance. for the infalli- 


bility of human judgment, of being 
treated by me exactly as they de- 
lerved? Who can tell the bed ſuch. 
A, nien ee adopted? F ho 


3 Not even . en 90 034 ks FO 
ſelf, "ſaid Doctor Alogos. I very much 
fear we-ſhall never arrive at that perfec- 
on of knowledge, fo as to be ſure and 
yet uncertain of ihe quantity of merit: 
had that great man lived, he would, no 
doubt, have made a barometer, — 9 
upon being applied to the object, would 
| : inſtantly ſettle to mY raſh RE, 
| e | 


— 


| — Godwin's Political J ace, page 86. 


* The 


HK vac, 85 55 
8 The idea is original, cried Fre- 
ane * and I am perſuaded he would 
have attempted its completion, for mind 
in chat caſe would; oyercome matter. Fax 
Alas! what has, the world loſt by the! .. - | 
death of ſuch. a man, who only was reſ- e 
cued from the gallows to be ſhot in a 
riot. O Fortune! what, a, jilt art thou, | 
to, men, of. genius water „% I, 


+ Nothing more trug,? laid the Doe. 
tor, with a ſigh. Here is, an end of 
our great projeds of, reformation, for 
my rents come in very flowly, . the, 
wretches declaring they have a right 35 
the. ground- rent free, and here L b: . 

5 dei wee bunch. Ws . 

5 It. is the Vile government we e live 
under,” ſaid Frederick; a monarchy 
is a mere excreſcence, and a diſeaſe 
in the body of ſociety : the wars, it . 
cafions, ap the layiſh revenues hy 
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| which it is maintained, make it unbear- 


able. Ah! if we could fly from its 
evils and re-aſſume the primitive ſim- 


plicity of mankind—if we could ſhake 
off all forts. of governments, and live 


to ourſelves as independent and rational 


| heings, we ſhould then pay no taxes: 


Laura ſhould be my companion, and 
Suſan yours: — there, beneath vine 


trees of our own planting, we ſhould 


fit and talk of love : beneath the date 


tree and the olive we ſhould ſing hymns 


of peace, and in the ſylvan ſhades 


5 ſhould we be united in harmony and 
celeſtial affections. Our children would | 


promiſcuouſly grow up untainted by the 
world, and no tyrant ſhould violate the 
chaſtity of our daughters at bis PE: 
rious l. 2 


Oh! charming, cried the Doctor, 


dreſſing himſelf. Go and wake Laura 
Inſtantly, and before to-morrow's ſun 


9 5 . Os raiſes 


V VAGABOND. 5 57 | 
cathy: the blue miſts of the lake, we 
will be on our fer to this terreſie 


- 


Fille e 


e inipwaſes wi 1 rap- ö 
ture at the romantic idea, and repeating 
to himſelf anethemas againſt the tyrants 


who have debaſed unthinking innocence, 


he haſtened to the chamber of Laura. 
He found her half dreſſed, having been 


alarmed at the cries of her uncle. She 


bluſhed at being thus expoſed to the 
eyes of ſo great a philoſopher, and 
that bluſh drove all the tyrants from 
the mind of Frederick. He claſped 
the fair maid in his arms, and at that 
moment Doctor Alogos entered to tell 
his niece the ſervice he had received 
from the interpoſuion of the virtuous 


Frederick, in ſuch a ſituation, would 

bave been confuſed if he had not been 

a very great man; but he was arrived 
985 „ „ at 
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at ſo much perfection, that he could 
| liſten to his own praiſe in the moment 
he wiſhed to perpetrate what with half i 


mankind would have rendered him an 


objet of deteſtation ; but this attain- 


ment cost only be aiquired by a ieady 


Attention to all the enlightened doc- 
trines of the eighteenth century, and is 


called the bold, Rc front of 


| 88195 truth. 


Laura en at the clean of bet 


uncle, for her boſom was only too 


Taſceptible of gratitude, and ſhe almoſt 


forgave the attack upon herſelf. She, 
however, objeRed to the plan of 


emigration, as a wild-gooſe chaſe after 
happineſs; and the arguments ſhe uſed 
almoſt convinced the Doctor that all 
pleaſure was ideal, for, as to dates and 


1 


olives, not a ſingle tree grows in all 
North America, which obliged Fre- 
derick to own he meant wy! e 


expreſſion. 5 


Frederick 6 
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THE INTRODUCTION OF AVERY GREAT 
MAN — MATTER AND SPIRIT DIS- % 
CUSSED — THE 5 RAISING OF THE 
\* DEAD BY NATURAL MAGIC. 


. * 


* 


Tux barmony of the family once 
mamcore reſtored, the public good became 
again their chief care, but an accident 

© * happened that very much checked their 
proceedings. A countryman had been 
detected offering one of the notes 
which had been ſtolen, and was carried 


9 before 


t 

3; 
34 0 
$ 

ba 


was identified by Frederick and the 
DoQtor. He pleaded very much in his 
own favour, proteſting that it was his 


firſt crime, and that his accomplice had 


carried away Ge F whole. Ty neo 
y that fi e note. | | 


1 And how,” ſaid the juice; | cas 
you be guilty of ſo great an offence 
when you could not be e of mo 
law? - . VVV 

1 That Ke very true, your honour,” 
replied the man: but I did hear Doc- 


tor Alogos in his pulpit reading a great 


bock of political juſtice, which did ſay 


5 as how no law ought to puniſh offenders S 
for a crime that be done, becauſe as 
that it were not likely, pleaſe your wor-. 


ſhip, that any man ſhould commit the 
Tame again, and no man ever commit- 
ted the ſame offence in all its ſarcum- 


ſtances, as the law do mention. So, 
e | your 


THE VAGABOND. | = 


before a juſtice of the peace, bark he 


* 


— 


6 , THE VAGABOND, 


your konour, 1 thought that | did hs 
clear enough, that if 1 did not do the 


aktion as the law did forbid, I were not 


guilty. Beſide; and more, your honour, 
I were near ſtarving, having loft my 
playfe becaufe I would. not tend chyrch 
on a Sunday, nor work like a neger, 
as the Doctor did tell us we all were, 
ab laboured for the rich; and ſo, your 
honour, I had nothing to do but to 
ſtarve, and the day were oncg,, when I 


would have ſtarved rather than do a 


diſhoneſt act: — but Doctor Alogos did 
tell us that there were no ſuch thing as 
diſhoneſty; that it were all a tale to 
cheat us out of gur richt; and that 
the poor ought to have the lands of the 
rich divided: ſo, playſe your. honour, 
l were in a ſtrange quandary, and though 
my heart did miſgive me, I were per- 
ſuaded to begin with the Doctor, as it 
were but proper he ſhould praiſe whet 
525 did 1 WITS; | 


© Dottrines 
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oh Dodlrines like theſes: ſaid the: juſ- 7 


tice, are certainly of the moſt perni- 


cious tendency, and, in fad, ' Dgftor 


Alogos, this man appears to me leſs 

guilty than yourfelf,” You, know 1 muſt 
commit him if you proſegute, but 1 

| ſhould ſuppoſe. you would not wiſh. to 
appear in ſuch a ſituation; and I hope 
this will be a warning to this imple * 
and teach him to ane the. irach a 

| Ol 


£ 1 ; * 1 
1 1314445 


A 


| * Suck paces ae is hy 
bleſſed effects of property! The great 
philoſopher Stupeo uſed to ſay, that the 
fruitful ſource of crimes conſiſts. in one 
man's poſſeſſing in abundance that of 
"which another man is deſtitute. This. 
day gives us a proof of it; for this poor 
man would not have attempted the 
robbery, notwithſtanding the beam of 
truth which flaſhed on the qbſcurity of 
his wind. had it not been from vant, 
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It is not my place, ſaid the Juſtice, 
mildly, * to attend to arguments; my 
buſineſs is with facts; but, for the good 
of. my countrymen who are round me, 
J will obſerve, that this is the general 
topic of modern reformers, but, like 

moſt other of their pernicious princi- 
palles, it is erroneous. Thieves, ninety- 
nine out of the hundred, are idle and 
diſſipated, and in general poſſeſs that in- 
genuity which, rightly employed, would 

_ raiſe them to conſiderable eminence. — 
Drunkenneſs and luſt are their great in- 
centives to outrage, and not the want of 
food and raiment, the latter being, with 

a very ſmall exception, in the power 
of every one who is willing and who 
nas ſtrength to work. It is likewiſe to 

be remembered, that, in the profeſſed 
tem of equality and property, no 
man is to enjoy or poſſeſs more chan 
food and raiment, all elſe being luxury. 
It has been urged, that ſome have 
been ſtarved to death for want of en- : 
"IF - | couragement, 


couragement, who' had genius and ta- 


lents; but let this be remembered, that 
it was owing to their employing thofe . 
talents in 4 wrong way.  Chatterton, 
for inſtance, ſtarved as an author, but 
he might have maintained himſelf well 
as a ſeboolmaſter; but, you will lay, 
can any man of feeling ſpeak ſo. coldly 
of ſo great a genius? We will not 
talk of feeling, but reaſon. —When I © 
| ſpeak of Chatterton, I mean it of all 


others. ' Chatterton knew his abilities, 
and he wiſhed to force the world to 


acknowledge him at once but this muſt 
always be à work of time. Placing 
his whole dependence on one founda- 
tion, he was too proud to ſtoop from 


the high throne of poetic exaltation; 
whereas, had he become a ſchoolmaſ- 


ter, he might have lived and watched 
the progreſs of his productions to the 
climax which awaited them. Again 5 
yould eien opſerve, HUE: would to 
. | | heaven : 
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heaven. T: could be heard by. ail: man- 
kind: this man here accuſed of rob- 
bery tells vou one means Of. loßing his, 
place was difregard of Sunday mark 
with your own eyes the difference of 
thoſe who do attend the ſervice of 
God and thoſe who do not l will not 
mention ſects of religions but look at, 
thoſe ho. pay a reverence to holy 
things, ſobriety..direQs their way: they: 
have no taſte for profligacy,” and they 


: rarely ſink into ruin from their own, 


vices. But let us ſee thoſe men who, 
deſpiſe the formality; of church, and 
ſpend | the Sunday in drinking, and, 
gaming: idleneſs and debauchery pow-, 

exfully feize on the mind in theſe Vacant - 
moments, and thus 1 it is from the cottage 
to the manſion. that we. may in general 
draw a, man's moral character from his 
attention to Sunday; and ve need 
none of us look far round, without as 
85 were, perceiving: that even, in the 

| | tranſient 


TRE | VAGABOXD: | 6 5 


unge proſperity. of this world, God 1 
has diſtinguiſned thoſe who obey, 2M = 


commandments.” 


8 
« | 
#74 « * 7 4 * 74 . 7 
2; 44 18 51 


The attention of the eee com- 
pany aſſembled was. arreſted by the ap- 


5 proach of a,crowd: of people... The poor 


: labourer vas diſcharged, (for in the i in- 8 


teriot oß - the country, juſlices of che 
peace are extremely arbitrary. ** Fre- 
derick haſtened into the yard, where, 


amongſt a troop. of women ang country 


people, appeared . a thin, fallow, com- 


Iv plexioned; wan, with one. eye, and a 


large gaſh on, one ſide of his face, which 


added to the. deep. gloom, of his coun- 
tenance a trait of ferocity and malig- 


nant e 1775 N ü A 
4 hh EIFS 22; 


— 


"Frederick 38 upon 1 5 a NY 
moments with a look of ſurpriſe. — Is 
it poſlible,” cried he, © 1. behold | the 
profound. and. mel Stupeo? Are 
you reſuſcitated, or were vou not 
| nage 
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hanged nor murdered? can 1 believe. 
1 my VVV 


r- * 


It is 1, | ee the great philoſopher 


bimſelf: I have eſcaped theſe evils by 
accident, but I have loſt my eye in the 


caufe of freedom. Ho, my dear Fre- 
derick, are you here? How could you 


poſſibly eſcape the ee of ihat 


Hons mak 225 


x 
4 «4 * e ans, oh 4 
SS 7 LET? 


8 Another time,” add Frederick, 
1 will tell you every thing: but, why 


are you deprived of your liberty | 9— 


Have you fallen at laſt under the gripe 
of that IR MONET IVE > 18 CT, 


2's This i is a mere trille, aid Stupeo: 
© 1 am accuſed of marrying three wives, 


and as it is not a criminal proceſs, 1 
ſhall eſcape with finding bail to main- 


tain them. So much for the glorious 
uncertainty: of that profound aby ſs— 


F But 
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1 Og is it ' poſſible,” cried Door | 
Alogos, that you, Sir, the great and 
powerful opponent of matrimony, ſhould 
be married to three at once? This ſtrikes 5 
me as a contradicton. | | | | 
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Ix That A Sir, W Stupeo, with 
a look of ſuperiority, © becauſe you are 
but little verſed in the ſublime doctrine 
of political juſtice, | Sir, you would 
there find that. contradictions are no- 
thing in the way of truth but here 
there is no contradiction. The excels 
of an evil is always a remedy ; as, for 
| inſtance, when the militia of Europe 
ſhall exceed the ſtanding armies, and 
all the citizens become ſoldiers, the evil 
of ſtanding armies will ceaſe, as the pow- 
er of direQing them to the deſtruction _ 
ot the r wall be gene , £ In like 


—— — — — — — — —- — — 
* A - . r * e 
— * Dr 2 . a Dal OS 5 
* a of BIG 


| 7 1 — * this | is an obſerration of Hume, in 1 
his Hiſtory of England, but only ee from 5 


= retngey, cannot be certain. 
. ) 
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0 THE vaoaboner 


0 Mütter, a man W bas three r Bore” 
Vives may live as free as though unmar- 
ried, for he 'has' only to go to the altar 
with any female whom he judges capable 
of adding to the ſtock of Wen or re- 
en W 2 


* © 


* 


Federick was kuck with Ie pro- 
found argument; and the company be- 
5 ing now ordered before the Juſtice, he 
pauſed to reflect Whether, after all means 
were tried of ſubduing Laura, be mighit 
not adopt * this plan Wncut ee 
the principles: 75 mar 3 
| EIS 
Doblor Albjehs] ne, had wn 
imbibed the new philoſophy, 20 
1106 been a man ef benevolence, 
agreed to pay a ſtipend for the main- 
tenance of the young Woman at whoſe 
ſuit the great philoſopher had been 
| detained „and, proud of having To cele- 


brated a man for his gueſt, {abough.at | 
"mnt 


Tus VAGABOND. 7 


peelent a little in diforder) he en 
him to the TI RARE. 1 


* Fi 


«Lyn Nartsg with ſurpriſe at the be 
of ſo ſhocking a being in human form, 
and not being able to diſcern the 
wondrous patriot beneath his unſeemly 
habit (for females are ſtrangely im- 
preſſed! by exteriors), ſhe concluded it 
one of the robbers of her uncle, and 
r . hether 0 run _ r 
tay. 5; 


* 
6 


The name of Stupeo, which ſhe had 
often heard, arreſted her attention, and 
when ſhe: gazed more minutely on the 
maſter, ſhe ceaſed to wonder at the 


eccentricities of the ſcholar. 1 


* 


When they were bene and na. 


ed, the Doftor inquired in what flate 
Stupeo had found the people of Eng- 
land in his excurſions ? — 10. what 

os fate 1 5 


# 


4 
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| late!' cried he, why, belly 
ſtarving and dane the whole coun- 
try is in a rapid conſumption, and no 
efforts of man can ſave it. I may ſay, 
without vanity, I have done my endea- 
| vours. 1 have bad twelve illegitimate 
children, but not one of them could 
bear the air of, this foggy climate. : 
have had three wives, but ſtill the 
people decreaſe - population is rapidly 
declining. What with emigration and 
the prevailing taſte for celibacy, I am 
convinced this iſland will, in a very few 
years, become an howling wild, and its 


ſea ſhores a place for fiſhermen's / nets. 


The fun of ſcience is haſtening Weſt- 
ward from theſe benighted lands, and it 
becomes every THOR man to follow its 
beams. 5 | 
fe * 1 "Aha Jolie a. on the eb 
ject, ſaid the Doctor: 1 would not 
proceed raſhly, but I find the people 

5 | Re of 
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of this country ſo tenacious in their 
ſupport of an old rotten conſtitution, 
ſo wedded to old principles, that we are 
thwarted at every motion by ſome croſs 
accident, and they are ſuch groſs fools, 

that the moſt palpable facts ds invert 
to contrary tendencies.” e 


I am on fire, cried Frederick: 1 
am determined to breathe a freer air; 
and let me tell you, the man vho re- 
mains voluntarily in a deſpotic country 
lends his countenance and ſupport to the 
meaſures of e | 


1 
c 


— 


In the evening Stupeo and F e 
took a walk, when the latter requeſted 
his tutor to inform him of the accidents 
he had met with fince their firſt ſepa- 
ration, their meeting in London having 

been ſo momentary, and their minds 
ſo employed on great exploits, that 
they had no time for private relations. 
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It would be impoſſible,” faid Stupeo, 
© to detail all the attions I have engaged 
in; I muſt therefore briefly enumerate 
them in a ſort of catalogue. The life 
of a philoſopher ought to be perpetually 
changing. — Firſt, then, I was appointed 
tutor to ſome young ladies, one of 
whom I took a fancy to (for I am not 
very difficult of choice), and the father 
having prevented me from ſtarving, 
it was impoſſible I could do leſs than 
inſtruft his daughter i in the new philo- 
ſophy of political juſtice. He was, 
however, ſuch a bigot to the old ſchool, 
that he kicked me out of his houſe, 
and I remained for ſome time nearly 

ſtarved, when J had an undeniable right 
to dine at the richeſt table in the king- 
dom. A trifling forgery I had been in- 
duced to commit, not for any purpoſe of 
ſelf-intereſt, that would have been mo- 
rally wrong, but merely to take a little 
from the fortune of a man who wallowed 
in wealth he could not conſume, was the 
| LE means 
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means of introducing me to the cells of 
Newgate: ſuch is the preſent deteſt- 
able ſyſtem fencing round property, 
with capital puniſhments, ſo that it is 
next to impoſſible to reduce the horrid 
amaſſments of wealth into more equal 
channels. | 


c After I was ſhot and trod down, 1 
lay ſome time inſenſible, when a ſur- 
geon's man dragged me into a bye alley, 
and whipping me into a ſack, carried 
me to his maſter's diſſecting- room. 
Having prepared himſelf for a grand 
experiment, he vas ſurpriſed to find 
that I was not wholly dead, and ap- 
_ plying ſome powerful ſtimulants, I 
opened * eyes. 


mm 7 I was elles to ſee, ſtooping over 
me, an haggard figure, dreſſed in a 
brown ſtuff gown ſtreaked with blood; 
in a belt hung a parcel of inſtruments, 
and round hs room were various pre- 
. + „ parations 


— 
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parations of anatomy, with Finch and. 
ſkeletons hung upon nails. I inclined 
my eyes to ſee my own ſituation :—a 
wet cloth bound my head, and 1 
found that I was lying naked upon a 
large table clotted with morſels of ſkin 
and fleſh, I fancied myſelt 1 in 1 the In- = 
quiſition. N 


Fiends!' faid I, * is this your way - 
of promoting your ſuperſtitions? You 
' would make me believe the immortality 
of the ſoul; but matter is eternal—and 
as to the ſoul, it is like the ſap in ve- 
getables, when it leaves one form, it 
goes to impreſs motion on another: it 
is a bundle of ideas perpetually chang- 
ing, and never is the ſame two mo- 
ments together, and yet this fleeting 
INS ſomething you would make me believe 
F-: immortal. 


Are you an a atheiſt ? ſaid the fur- | 
geon. 


ET | 7 5 No, 


— 


a new philoſopher. Helvetius ſays, he 
1s no atheiſt who ſays that motzon is God, 


as it does not manifeſt itſelf but by its 
effeRs, and laſtly, becauſe by it all things 
are performed i in the univerſe.” 


Then you cat motion God — 2 « Cer- 
tainly,” ſaid I, becauſe it ane 


3 e | 


: Then whatever is incomprehenſible | 
is God ?—But, what do you ay of the 


Wes of motion 2 


1 That ah be motion iſelf, dern | 
paſſive power cannot att, and aflive 55 


power is adtion or motion. 


| He took a lancet, and making a flight 


inciſion in my thigh, dropped upon the 
part a few drops of elixir, which threw 
gy - me 
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No cried I, © I am no atheiſt, 3 


becauſe, in fact, motion is incomprehen- 
fible, as we have no clear idea of it, 
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me into fuch intolerable pain, that 1 


ftarted on my legs and made at lum like 
a fury. 


Is it a Deity,” cried he, that acts 
on you? You are under ſome ſtrange 
impreſſion.— Do you. comprehend the 
cauſe of your WW 


© That fluid,” aid x; ; + has cut to my 
ſoul, and ſtimulated my Nerves to a con- 
| vulfive motion,” 


A. 


© How ſay you? What then is motion 
mechanical! If ſo, how is motion God? 
But, do you comprehend the reaſon why 
this elixir ran like fire to your brains?” 
—* No.* Not comprehend it? Why, 
then this elixir is your God: it is an 
mncomprehenſuble cauſe of incomprehenſible 
motion.” 


4 I might reply in the words. of Mr. 
Hume,” ſaid I:— If you do not believe 
| | as 
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as I do; I muſt confeſs I can reaſon 
with you no longer. But, however, 
continued I, * to give you a clear idea of 
this grand doQtrine of motion: — The 

internal organization of abſtraQ prin- 
ciples coming in contact with tangible + 
ſubſtances, forms a concatenation of 

reſulting conſequences, demonſtrating 

the powers of loco, impinging motion, 
reſulting from the chance arrangement 
of ponderous bodies, ſubſiding in con- 
coed maſſes, and allowing: a form in 
vacuo.“ 


My dear Sir, cried the ſurgeon, 
I can form no clear idea of your in- 
comprehenſible diſcourſe, and yet I ſhould 
not take you for a Deity—at leaſt you 
waſp be one in diſguiſe.” 


. Ja muſt allow, however, l I, 


* that chance has produced every . „ 


and directs every king 


; E 4 | 2 b | 80 


$0 _ THE VAGABOND. 
- © &o far the contrary, that chance 
produces nothing, and cannot direct 
any thing: this elixir acted on you as 
it would on a thouſand others. What 
appears chance to us is only an-invili- 
ble cauſe; of which we ſee the effect. 
In fome caſes we may trace up the ef- 
fects to a great Firſt Cauſe, who muſt; 
from our very nature, be to us incom- 
prehenſible; but not for that reaſon 
non- exiſtent, or, on the contrary, be- 
cauſe many things poſſeſſs this one attri- 
bute to us, are we to call them Deities? 
For if ſo, every phenomenon of nature 
' would become a Deity, and the philo- 
ſopher of the eighteenth century would 
have more gods than the ancient hea- 
chens.“ 1 1 . 
I ſaw by theſe arguments that he was 
ſo wrapped up in the miſts of the old 
ſchool, that it was no uſe attempting 
his reformation, and finding I was not 
in che Wee 1 rejoiced at having 
| eſcaped | 
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eſcaped the muſkets of the ſoldiers and 
the fangs of Jack Ketch, nor for my 
own ſake, that was out of the queſtion, 
but for the ſake of univerſal man. 


- 


After my recovery, with he loſs of 5 


an eye, I lived ſome time with this ana- 
tomiſt, being frequently employed raiſe 
ing the dead, which to me was a matter 
of indifference, becauſe I knew that all 
things in nature were merely modifica- 
tions of the ſame matter, there being no 
difference between a putrid carcaſe and 
a bank of violets, except in the N 
tion of our ideas. | 


The See 1 lamented a 
the neceſſity there was for this barbarous 
praQtice, as he called it.— Were we al- 
lowed,' ſaid he, all unclaimed bodies 
which die in boſpitals, all malefactors, 
of every deſcription, and all ſuicides, 


we ſhould not need to diſturb. the re- © 


pole of ſacred bodies, whoſe places | 
* 5 Wes affection 
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82 THE VAGABOND. | 


affection laments and viſits, when per- 


haps they have been mangled to pieces 


in our lecture room, or ſold piecemeal, 
at fixed prices, like butchers' meat, to 
any perſon*. The difſeQion of ſuicides 


would be a greater preventive to the 
aktion than all the laws of felo de fe, 


| becauſe the plea of infanity WONG not 


abrogate the conſequence. 


4 


My praftice of _ plundering the 


church- yards at the moſt ſolemn hours, 
under danger of detection, and what 
was worſe, under the fear of infection 
from diſeaſes nearly advanced to putreſ- 


cence before the interment; to break 
open a coffin, and carry in my arms a 


It is a known fact, that every part of the 
human body has a regular price. No perſon can 
deny the neceffity of diſſections, but as at preſent 


conducted, they are a diſgrace and an outrage on 


ſociety ;—»nor are the jeſts and levity of ſome of the 


young ſurgeons becoming, over the 2 50 of an hu- 
man IE. | 


Fg 5 
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naked” body, whoſe ſcent was ſuſfi- 
cient to ferment. a plague, was an un- 

dertaking that required all the reſolution 

of philoſophy, and fitted me for the 
event of any elne or combuſtion 
of nature. | 


One day I obſerved to Dr. Cuticle, | 
that it was to me a plain demonſtration 
from the ſtructure of the animal œco- 
nomy, and its tendency to putreſcence, 
that it was like every other material ſub- 
ſtance; that the derangement of any one 
part affecting an immaterial, impalpable 
ſomething, called the ſoul, was a grols | 
bigotry ; for, were the. ſoul an 1mmor- 
tal ſpirit, it could not be affeed by 
matter—it could not feel pain in diſ- 
cale.—fle e 


6 "LIN a man in pan 1 in a 
circular room, glazed round, '{ome of 
the windows ſhall be green, ſome red, 
ko, ſome blue: you. will grant. that 
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84 THE VAGABOND. 
in looking through theſe windows he 
Vill fee objects of different colours and 
ſhades, but yet his own fight ſhall be 
clear and perfect. If the windows are 
dirty, he will ſee obje&s obſcure; and 


+. if they are painted black, the ſurround- 


ing ſcenes will to him be inviſible ; ſo 
the human ſoul, placed in the body, like 
the man in the room, can receive no 
external impreſſion but through that 
body. His reaſonings will take various 
ſhades—his paſſions and affeQions will 
be variouſly combined: but this does 
not deduce from his perfeQiion as a man, 
but proves that the ſoul may be immor- 
tal, and yet obliged io partake of every 
ee which e or acts upon! its 
habitation.“ ATED 


To this I replied— Modern philoſo- 
phers define the ſoul to be an imma- 
terial ſubſtance, in the tri uſe of the 
term, ſignifying a fubſtance that has no 
extenſion of any kind, nor any thing of 


THE VAGABOND. 1 


the vis inertia that belongs to matter: it 


has neither length, breadth, nor thickneſs, 


ſo that it occupies no portion of ſpace ; 
on which account the moſt rigorous 
metaphyſicians ſay, that it bears no 
ſort of relation to ſpace any more than 
bound docs to the eye, or | light to the 
car: in fact, that ſpirit and ſpace have 


nothing to do with one another, and it 


is even improper to ſay an immaterial 
being exiſts in ſpace, or that it refides 
in one place more than another, for, 
properly ſpeaking, it is no where, but 
has a mode of exiſtence that cannot 


be expreſſed by phraſeology appro- 


priated to the modes in which matter ; 


exiſts*.* 


- 


Cuticle bowed orofenndly at this ob- 


fervation—* You have proved to a de- 


monſtration in words,“ ſaid he, © that 


| WE Dave no ſoul 15 e 17 | 


— 


5 Prieſt on Matter 4 . Me? 1, page "do 


words 
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words would be an eaſy matter. I muſt 
confeſs that modern philoſophy has 
ſomething in it ſublimely unintelligible: 
it is like the definition you have given, 
a ſubſtance without ſubſtance, a cube long, 
broad, and wide, but occupying 10 
place, and has no more relation to 
reaſon and ſenſe, than nothing has to 
fomething, and ſomething to nothing. It 
is even 1mproper to fay philoſophy ex- 
1ſts any where, or that it is here more than 
there, for, properly ſpeaking, it is no 
fuch thing : its mode of exiſtence cannot 
be expreſſed in any language utterable 
by the human tongue. Such an argu- 
ment as this may be applied to any thing, 
and would AN the exiſtence of the 
whole univerſe,” | 


: 80 ſaying, he turned away to purſue 
| ſome anatomical preparation, and I ſaw 

clear enough that we have no ſouls 
at all. — My preſent employ was not 
e to my deſire of benefiting | 
mankind. 
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mankind. I was like a gem hid in the 


mud, and I reſolved to quit my ſitua- 


tion. Indeed, the houſe-maid had 


been a little troubleſome, for in teach- 
ing her ſome of Monro's anatomical 
compariſons, we were naturally led 


from theory to practice, for ſhe had 
fo much of the modern ſpirit of in- 


quiry, that ſhe frequently attended 


diſſections promiſcuouſly with the other 


{ex®, 


1 


1 rambled over great part of the 


country under different proſeſſions, and 

gained a great deal of money from a 
certain medicine that was an infallible 
cure while I ſtaid in the town. Where- 


ever I vent I diſſeminated the new 


doctrine of univerſal emancipation ; I 


made many converts from religion, and 


taught the * peaſant to read 


* One of the purſuits n out to females : 5 


vide Rights of Women, 
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88 A: THE VAGABOND. 

he great book of Nature. I may ſay 
that mankind are infinitely obliged to 
me for the knowledge of various griev- 


ances they never ſo much as dreamed. 
of till I pointed them out. | 


My dear maſter, ſaid. Frederick, 
you are a martyr to your virtyes, 
but here you may. reſt for a time.” 


CHAPTER 
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garden, informed his tutor with his 
paſſion for Laura; that he debated with 
himſelf as to the reſulting good, and 
found a ſort of heſitation to uſe her 
with too much violence. 


x 


5. 
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© will let you into a myſtery,” lid 
Stupeo. The great maſs of man- 
kind are fools, and no better than the 
callous ſod on which we tread. It is 
the part of the great men and philoſo- 
phers to mould them as they pleaſe; 
and when ve have ſhaken off the in- 
fluence of every thing called principle, 
are ſatisfied we have no portion in eter- 
nity, and that the fable of an avenging 
Deity is an old woman's tale, what 
power, I aſk, can control us? We be- 
come almoſt. too great for the world; 
mind ſeems to riſe ſuperior to matter; 
crime becomes nothing ; all that men 
call murder, inceſt, luſt, and cruelty, is 
trifling, not more, in fact, than chang- 
ing the form of paſſive matter, or cut- 
ting down the trees of the foreſt ; for, 
remember we cannot deſtroy. any thing, 
we only change its. form: and ſuppoſe 
a woman dies under our hands, her | 
death makes room for another ; the 

: fame 
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ſame as plucking: a turnip makes room 
| 15 the PRO of a Cr, a 


c I feel, * cried Frederick, I feel I 


am now free. I ſhall render my name 
immortal, for no human tie—no moral 


check ſhall ſtay the purpoſe of my 
power.” But it ſeems true, after all, that 


a ſociety of atheiſts could not exiſt, they 


would murder and be murdered: no 


truſt could be placed upon any man: 


the king would aſſaſſinate the man who 


affronted him; the courtier. would aſſaſſi- 
nate the man who oppoſed bim; the wife 


would aſſaſſinate her huſband, when dif. 


appointed in meeting her lover; no girl 
would arrive at the age of maturity ; 
and the human ſpecies would . be- 
come nn ; 


© And what then? ſaid Stupeo.— 
The ſame ſpirit which now aQuates 
our bodies, muſt then actuate ſomething - 


elle you cannot annibilate chat ſubtle 
| gas; 
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gas; and if it does not give motion to 
men, it may to ſome new ſpecies: — 
who knows but it may animate the 
; Ion and plants with rational facul- 
ties *—it would make this world. a very 
different ue | 


1 ſhould like to ſee it,” ſaid Frede- 
rick, '* Metapbyſics are ſurely the moſt 
uſeful of the ſciences; but here comes 
Laura and the Doctor. We have been 
_ - diſcourſing,' continued he, on matter 
and ſpirit, and it appears plain that 
matter is eternal, and gang mere n ber. 
mentation. 7 1 


11 ad ſaid the Doctor, © how 
our world was fo admirably formed, un- 


* Let the reader reflect upon this. N othing i is 


- annihilated, though the form may he changed. 


What then becomes of the ſoul ?—Are the laws of | 
nature ſuſpended in this one inſtance? If not, the 
ſoul muſt ul en muſt be ſomewhere, | 
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leſs it was by the power of an omnipo- 
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$ Our earth, 5 cried Stupeo, was 
once a part of the ſun, a molten maſs, 
when a large comet bruſhing too near 
that luminary, daſhed off a conſiderable 
portion, which flew till the natural 
motion formed it into a ſpheriod, and it 
began to cool, The atmoſphere round 
it formed the ocean, and the friftion of 
this vaſt body of waters upon the ſcore 
and cinders, which compoſed the great | 
{keleton of the world, formed the ſands 
of the ſea, which ſubſided into large 
beds, riſing by degrees to the ſurface, 
where the action of the ſun hardened - 
the ſuperfices. The heat of this lumi- 
nary upon the putrid particles of the ſea. 
generated ſhell-fiſn, which are evidently 
moſt allied to ſtone of any animal we 
know. Theſe poſſeſſed the whole of 
the ocean for ſome thouſand ages, and 
being, by the gravitation of the earth, 
 - thrown '% 
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94 THE VAGABOND.. 
thrown into large chains of beds, in 
the progreſs of time decaying and ce- | 
menting together with the olaginous 

ſubſtance they contained, the ſhells be- 

came ſtones, forming mountains, Thus 
we always find ſhells in every body of 
rock, and on the higheſt mountains. 

Every great change produced a revolu- 

tion, and from the ſoft ſlime of ſhelly 

mountains, vegetables were produced. 

This new form of matter decaying and 

fermenting, animals, ſuch as lions and 

tigers, bulls and monkeys, were pro- 
duced. The latter was man in his 
original ſtate. It was ſome thouſand 
years before he learnt to walk upon his 
| hind legs, ſome thouſand more before 
he pulled of his ſhaggy coating; but it 
is not material for me to trace him in 

every improvement, till he acquired a 

full face from the effects of a change of 

| climate, and learnt the articulation of 

ſounds by imitating the babbling of a 

brook, for he is to this day a creature 

7 2 imitating 
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imitating every other animal, and no- 
thing is more clear than that he was ori- 
ginally an ouran-outang. 


It ſtrikes me, ſaid Laura, that your 
ſyſtem is a little prepoſterous; and one 
is led to inquire where you ſtood when 
the earth was a liquid ftream of melt- 
ing fire? But, with regard to man, I 
would obſerve, that had he ever been a 
mere brute animal, he never would have 
changed his nature: he never could 
have acquired perfe&tability, for we ne- 
ver ſee the leaſt progreſſion in animals, 
nor are monkeys, at this period, one 
| fingle degree advanced beyond what 
they. were three thouſand years ago; 
but, nevertheleſs,” ſaid ſhe, with a look 
of irony, © when one ſees ſome people, 

they are apt to acknowledge the rela- 
tionſhip, and when they hear the chat- 
ter of jingling, unmeaning ſentences, 


they are apt to cry out, that the ouran- 
outang is the better man.” 


5 n £ <7 n * : b 
—.— 5 * n a n WAY 4 ay > - * % bs 
- _ 24 — 1 wt ac Te* * x pf 
7 4 x — n : n „5 r oy : W adit I 2 + 
* * * 32 * Xa ne hh , . We: 2 Fs Da Ae Es þ > 3 — Mil IG 


ro — C 
By rare, 
EI. 
. . 


e 
— f IG — 4. —— 
3 t 
PR «th = W's O hae AY 
IEEE a EN WL — wy 
SEEN 32 bs > ee 
2 N : 


e 1 ä ene A e 
2 FF o r 7: = 
oy 3 e > x 7 2 8 r wy - 

Fs ; 4Þ ie 2222 4 5 


FL 
re ps 2] 


4 
U 


7 4 
BY + 
81 
$ 4 * 
*. Vo 
. ty 
4 
2 N 
$ 2 
TM * 
Tc i \ 
4 * 
» . 
£ & 
5 
2 5 = 
. 
* 
90 1 
. + 
3 * LS w 
3. K 
” 
» 1 
f | 
* 
= 
4 
4 ol 
1 *i 
{1 
A: 
* * 
1 3 a 
8 
7 + 
\ ! 
a 
3 * 
2 
; 
on 
I. 3 
3 
L 
is 
1 ”.v 
1 
; [8 
7+ 
17 
'$F 
3 
4 
. 
2 
217 
uY 
AR 
17 
i * 
115 
1 
12 
1 E 
3 6 * "op 
| $851 0 N 2 
= = 23 
Ny - 7 * 
. 3 \ ip 
. 45 | « 
2 rs K 
BN 25 * 4 
ö 
5 1 
5 5 © "4H 
— Nn _— 
—_ 5 . 
. Fs va 
„ 
18 uy : 7 
= +; 
1 9 1 U 
5 4 Fd * N 
1 5 1 I aL 
o ., 
o = * * 
oP Cy 0 
4% ©; 0 
. * 1 
2 bl 
iT; 13 
111 | 
Ee by — 
. 12 
Mt big . 
8 2 
2 ue $2 
Te +971 RR 
Ws \ _ i oy 
55 45. 
9 
142 
ie . 
11 
1 
k Te i 
\ 
Ka 
3 8 
a . 1 
* e. 1 
7 7 * 
1 L 
_ 
TP 
K 5 
. 
„ 
ry 4 2 
111 
* > 1 
CY . 
ad 
% * 
ir = = | 
— — 
q l 
1 1 
- : 
; 41 1 
Js, 7 4 
CG ls - 2 
L780 LED 
4 4 E YT 
! A 14 
& et 
* C 1 \ 
YR 
. 3 
5 x 7 00 
21h At Ch \ = 
Fa. IE, 1 
4 COS 
TY 3 
12 5 = 
me: £ N 
43'S: = 
ES. q U 
j 7 0 g 
1 _—_ LU 
7 IS. "_ 
NX * 1 * 
e 
WEN» 
l 8 / 
70 ; 
dS 
fd 4 2 4 
16 * 
14 
a - 
* 4 
RT 21 ! x 
„ L 
1 
8.41 } 
n 
* 7 
1 : 
os. # . 
N . 
* * 4% 4 
4-48 4 


Stupeo 


+ 


8 CHEST 
_ . a. 4 7 D 
cc ERS eee 
= * W RpT . 22 2 
= 
— _— — 
3 ͤ mn. 
F * T. vane 2 2 


\ yes rr —ů PP ye © 


<1 gee 


96 THE VAGABOND.. 


Stupeo could not but feel this ſally, 
but it was beneath his philoſophical 
| metaphyſical dignity to regard, or even 
reply to this reaſoning of a woman who = 
was not illumined with the ſplendid rays 
of intelleQ. 


Frederick often ſought an opportunity 
to accompliſh his ſchemes, but fought 
in vain, the vigilance'of Laura preclud- 
ing a poſſibility of ſucceſs. He more 
| than once attempted to infuſe a drug in- 
to her drink; but whether ſhe ſuſpect- 
ed bim or no, ſhe always avoided any 
thing from his bands which would admit 
adulteration. | 


* 


Peace vas about this time eſtabliſhed 
with America, and the whole country 
rang with exultation. During the war, 
no one had more execrated the ſyſtem 
than the Doctor, and every lecture con- 
cluded with an apoſtrophe to peace.— 


He now mounted the pulpit i in the Hall 
of 


> THR. VAGABOND. Re nid at 


of. Science, (the: name of the ledure 
barn) and to prove that he was a very _ 
great philoſopher, could find fault with _ 
every thing, and was ſtaunch in all 
times and all ſeaſons againſt govern- 
ment. He declared that the peace was 
the moſt diſgraceful that could poſſibly 5 


be made; that it would not continue a 


twelvemonth before we ſhould be driven 
from Canada. He declared, that, like 
Milton's devils, mankind were only 
born for rebellion and revolution, that 
all their joy was to riot.in .deſtruGign, * 


murder, and violation. 


| A mir of enn who were re- 
turning to their families, hearing tbeſe 
great truths, ſwore the Doctor was in- 
ſulting them. A failor, with one leg, 
threw a crab cudgel at the head of the 


Doctor, which narrowly eſcaped him. 


Frederick leaped upon a bench, vocifor- 
ating, © en the cauſe of all man- 
Vor. N 5 8 kind: 
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kind is involved in this ee we 


are to inſult us in our halls, and in 
Our temples. Truth is ſacred, and 1 


will ſpeak it, though a — of 1 5 
were around me.“ 


© Citizens !* roared out Stupeo, * you 
are under military government ; the 
Philiſtines are upon us; the freedom 
of ſpeech has departed, and you are all 
flaves, bound in chains, and data by 
| your own ar enen 


N Anarchy and confuſion now reigned 
in the Hall. The benches were broken 
in pieces, and ferved for clubs. A deſ- 
perate battle enſued, as ſome few of the 
country. people ſtood by the Doctor; 
but they were ſoon completely drub- 
bed, and fled in different routes. Doc- 
tor Alogos and his two companions 
found a temporary fhelter in the man- 
ion, 


_ ought to know whether theſe vagabonds 


2 
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fion, and, to their utter aſtoniſhment, | 
ſaw their principal hearers the: moſt - 
violent. 


© What ſhall be done?“ cried the 
Door, trembling moſt philoſophically : $ 
© This enraged beaſt, this ee as end 
monſter will deyour us.“ 
1 Reverence the divine majeſty of a 
mob, cried Stupeo; all their motions 
poſſeſs energy, and all their actions juſ- 
tice. This is a mere momentary fer- 


mentation, the efferveſcence of popular 


frenzy, and will Ide into a "OO 
ful n 50%) n 
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© But what are we to do in the mean- 


time? WET de mee | . 
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king mob, cried Frederick. I have 
been to talk to them, but they are deaf 
to the voice of reaſon; they are increaſ- 
ed by a number of market - women, who 
vo vengeance againſt Stupeo for his 
three wives, and the DoQor for his kept 
miſtreſs. This is no republican mob, 
inſpired with the divine W s of liber- 
* and ee Es G 


1's 

14S 

A 
+ 


if Ob! aſh it, zune Doftor 1 

5 e ſeem to have liberty enough; 
they are treading down my fine flower 
garden like an herd of fwine: there 
go all my exotic ſhrubs! — 1 believe 
they are a troop of Goths and Vandals, 
x ho eee ſcience.” Ae RS 
8080 ' There | 1s your whole e congregation! IL 
1 08 cried 
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cried Laura, weeping. My! dear uncle, 5 
they are all gone mad; they are talking 
about rights and liberties, and deſtroy- 5 


wg} e On. vg them. | 


: L Lbs? us d at 0 


F rederick, running to the front window. 
Citizens! cried he, is it thus Jn 


; abuſe your friends 825 


«Pp ad . Mari \countryman, 


8 there be no ſuch thing as friendſhip. 
Equality for ever and down vith the 


Doftor !* Frederick immediately fired 


a fowling-piece, loaded with ſmall ſhot. 


A volley of ſtones was returned, which 


broke half the windows in front, and 


daſhed out one of the orator's teethi— 


Stupeo inſtantly advanced, with a blun- 


derbuſs, which he fired, and checked 
the fury of the mob for an inſtant; but 


the ſoldiers leading the attack, ſwore 


they would murder man, woman, and 
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THE VAGABOND. 
child, and burn the houſe to the 
1 ground. 


"x63. - 


Y Noth moment was to be loſt in this 
cafe of extreme neceſſity ; and Fre- 
derick even debated whether the reſult- 

ing good did not require him to join the 
mob, and aid them.in the deſtruction 
of property. All the Doctor's cabinet 
of natural hiſtory was deſtroyed; his 
fine library made a bon-fire, and bis 
elegant manſion. was reduced to aſhes, 
amidſt the ſhouts of —_— and equa- 


4 word] 


The 3 food melter in EXE 
bouſe of a neighbouring gentleman, 
who ſaved them from the madneſs of 
the mob. For me,” cried Frederick, 
I am determined not to remain ano- 

| "ther week in this vile iſland, where there 
is not one ſingle ſpark of e and na- 
Renal _ Oo! 


© What 
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What do you call this * 3 


the DoQor: * I think it's liberty ſufſi: 
25 to burn a man's houſe about his 


; PE: 43 kt 1 11 a mob 


hired by the government, ſaid r 
bad it been a republican mob, 
would have been a different thing; we 


ſhould then have had a fine Dy of 


rational 3 _ 


20 All 1 ſaid the gentleman, are 
alike, whatever name you may give 


them. Miſchief is their only deſire 
plunder the only object. To their lead 


ers they are a ſubjett of perpetual dread. t 


For my part, I would rather live under 
a Turkiſh baſhaw, or in a country un- 


der martial law, than in a revolutionary Tos 


: DUM: 9 by mabs. 


For 4 reaſon,” faid Stupeo, * you: 


are a man of property, but, for a man 


„ . 


=} 
. 


ee n . 
a 3 DRIES —— — — WS — = 


E EE — b — 
„„ ĩ CIR INI tPA 12 ( EE 
3 w TT 3 
* — bn 8 22 2 " 0 2 


— 


ET EE a 
- * 2 e 


* *. wy 
7 = 
+ ts. % * 
— - * 7.4/5 
* * 


= — 
— ; | 
© — "Fg kd 
. itt HEE EE is £4 
— IIEIES SITS. l 


—— 


— 
n 
pid. X34 
EDS >, 4 _ = 2 
bn n re 
— — LA et Toit Sr l 


— 


— 
» PSs wy 


25 p 
8 "45 2 2 
* x7 yo es 0 
* N otros 
er 
<a 
* D 
ry S — 


c 


— 
r 


Pr 


. UND i Pee ty nd 
A g. 


r e 


» 2 
I 1 » 
* 
1 ** 
1 * 
: 
7 
5 
1 « 
A 
* Þ 
iy 
o LS 5 
* 
- ne 
EY 
C 
* 
> 
\ X 
_ 
*þ 
4 
© 
o 4 
1 
11. 4 
4 
y 
4 
4 
2 F 
1 
1 
i 
; E 
* 
4 
i , K 
1 
1 
12 
in 
„ 2 
7 
1% 
_ 
Th. 
= 
i 
. 
2 
1 | , AS 2 
Wa; Y 
yes *\.th * 5 
. c $4 
8 4 UM 
*8738 3:19 WF 
4 Fs 4 is 
1 ” 5 
: B22 * 1 
14 TS 
» * 2 
1 . 
* 4 
"Nl 4 1 15 N 
e 1 - ; 
1 3 g: 8 
G17 4 * 54 
* 7 195 54 bo 1 
17 1 p: : 5 
i; LY > 4 *5 ox 
* 7 r 
i p47 Us 6 ov 
' 373 1 [ 
13 i oP E. 
1 1 "2 
9 59% $98, E 
A EO I'D 3 l 
fe = 2 8 
: KM 8 
a 1 o 
r ” 3? 5 
2 94 5 
3 2 i 3 © 
1 os; 7 [Ih 
* 4 11 
4 17 1 þ 
bs, 1 2 
* e E. 
t ad 4 > 
* = _ 
2 *34 BY 3 1 2 
** ' 
v4 S 
8 
1 
N . 
8 
* 
N. 
= 
” {5 x 
18. 
en 
e f 
4 a. IT 72 = 
"Ty. 1 425 
1 1 2 
3 lv! \ 
. n 
„ 
F i bt o 
n 
eee 
OS CERES 
nz? * = 
. — 7 * 1 
5: es 8 
* Y Sa. 
2 
. *. 
„ .- 
: Fel. : wie 
7 
1 
. 2 \ 
: IE Iſt 8 
in 4. . 
7 wa. 
TH + — 2 
FA: * 4 
8.21: 85 1 
2 
4" 1 my 
+ © TI 
1 vt - 9 5 2 
"a 53 8 
e 47 io. 
14 E 1 
gn: 4 5 1 
8 75 h 2 * 
i | 83 4 
$508 * 4% 3 
nne 14 
: 25 Is f 
' 46 T4 - af, 
Fon 2M! 99 — 4 
5 
6 y 
ene 
1 1 u 155 . 1 
& x17, 9 = 
NAT 4 + N 
4 HH: I in 
n 
1 CY 
4 TING 0 
T1 [ 
S207 BY 
7-44 TR.» 
FEY Tn SH 
ae 
\ W. 8 4 L 
? 5 i 
% 
. ; 11 
2 8: O00 22008 x 
8 a * [+ 
4 o SF 
: 1293) - od a 
* 'K . 
e 
e 1 
1. 1 1 
1 
71 (91 
7 wy wi 
* \ +33 Y 
. 1 7 
þ l * 
1. MIT 
7 
6 i 
* 5 
1 ny 
\ 
} 
þ 4 
"BEN I'S ! 
* {5 
' . 77 
n ? 
5 01! EI 
1 0 1 
Nene 
WE {0 IT 9 4 
N 
0137 A 
1 eg 18.8 
inn wes | s 
1 TT ©, l 
5 190 N. _ 
inen 14 
N e 4 
| N 1 . 
fo C0 83241 RERT 
1 75 - 1 
Si: 4 
e ee 
1 i \ 
n i 
! 


— 


104 THE, VAGABOND. | 


5 whhout any property, the latter is pre- 


ferable, as it renders, in a ſummary 


way, the accumulations of wealth.” 


* But then, anſwered the gentleman, - 
© you are not one moment ſure of- your 


plunder — a {tronger man may tear it 


from you, and, like a vorm caught by 


a chicken, the whole flock will in turn 


catch it from each other, till it is either 


pulled in pieces, or gulphed down by 
ſome one at the hazard or e 


'- 0 But FR bo nothing to Fa ni 8 


Uderty, cried Frederick. All riches, 


and eſpecially hereditary riches; are to 


be conſidered as the ſalary of a ſinecure 


office, where the labourer and the manu- 


facturer perform the duties, and the 
principal ſpends the income in luxury » 


and idleneſs. Hereditary wealth is in 


reality a premium paid to idleneſs, an 


immenſe annuity expended to retain 
mankind in brutality and ignorance, by 
1 N the 


"THE VAGABOND: . 13 
the want of leiſure (or time to be idle.) 
be rich are furniſhed indeed with the 
means of cultivation and literature, but 
they are paid for being diſſipated and in- 
dolent. The moſt powerful means that 
malignity could have invented, are em- 
ployed to prevent them from improving 
their talents, and ee nn to the 
| public“. . 
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© You have made a very long fpeech;! 
ſaid the gentleman, on a very ſhort. 

ſubject; all you have ſaid amounting to 
this, that the poor are ignorant, becauſe. 
they have not leiſure. to be idle, and 
dhe rich are ignorant, becauſe they are 
| paid to be idle; fo that, in fact, all real 
a knowledge centres in yourſelf; and 15 
have very little doubt, but, in your 
eyes, all the reſt of mankind , are 
litile more than ideas, or at belt ma- 
chines. | | 
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%.. 


. will prove it by a demonlirable ; 
1 von Stupeo. | : 


YL © They are very defiiubiive ideas 
then,” ſaid. Doctor Alogos. * To ſay 
che truth, I am become quite fick of 
ſociety, and all human nature together. 
1 will go and bury myſelf in the wil- 
derneſs of America, where no mob 
will burn my houſe and ee my 


Te library.” 


as EAR cried Frederick, * there the 
people are free;—there the ſpirit of - 
truth fought with irreſiſtable energy: 
republicans always fight with double 
ardour. * 
© Enthuſiaſm,” ſaid the gentleman, is 
no proof of either truth or juſtice ; but 
it is certain to inſpire a deſperate ſpirit 
in thoſe who feel it, let the cauſe be li- 
berty, religion, rebellion, revenge, plun- 
der, or what not; * it is very well 

1 to 


THE VAGABOND:.. | roy 
to aſcribe to the Juſtice of the cauſe 


VWhat in fad is only due to the intox- 
icating enthuſiaſm of attaining a point. 
Revenge in general inſpires revolutions... 


The people feel the evils they ſuffer un- 
der; they forget mat a change moſt 
probably will be for the worſe; and to 


be revenged on one ſet of men, they be- 
come ſlaves of another, I believe there 
never yet happened a revolution, where: 
the then living generation did not feet 
accumulated ill, and the benefit to the- 


next is very doubtful, Time and the 
natural improvement of the human 


mind gradually introduces reform, and 
in our own conſtitution we find always 


ſome trifle to improve; and it is well 


known, that at this moment we enjoy 


more real liberty than any of our anceſ- 


tors; for in the days, called the golden 
days of good Queen Beſs, did not ſhe _ 


grant ſo many monopoliſing patents, 


that a e demanded, in the 5 | 
Ee, 1 1 Houſe, 
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- 


| Houſe, if there was not going to be 2 
Yea for — bread. C bd hays 


The: next 1 ho 998867 3 to. 
- arrange his plans of emigration, pro- 
curing all the information he could of 
| that deleQable country, where poor peo- 
ple live better than the rich; where pro- 
viſions are ſo plentiful, you have money ; 
to take them away; where more is paid 
to mechanics for their labour than the 
articles ſell for; where there are no 
taxes, and where the travellers bundle 
with the daughters of the nne | 


| Frederick felt his a riſe at 
5 this deſeription, and determined to ac- 
company the Doctor to Philadelphia, 
one of the fineſt and molt regular cities 
in the world. — It is there, ſaid he, 
ve ſhall begin to breathe on the broad 
baſis of truth and reaſon; there all the 


. 5 puerile diſtintions of religion and 


n eee 


* 


THE VAGABOND. 4 "09 


country are unknown, and man is re- : 


Loa for his good. qualities. 


1 raiſed many objeclions to the 


ſcheme, and Suſan abſolutely refuſed to 
truft herſelf in a foreign country with- 


out being married. Thus the Doctor 
was under a philoſophical neceſſity of 


complying with a fuperſtitious cuſtom; 


and he could not refrain obſerving, 
that if he would have ſubmitted to matri- 
mony before, he might have married a 
lady of education and fortune, and not 
an ignorant pert baggage, who aſſumed 
the airs of a lady, without the qualifi- 


cations. 


- 


The eftate and ruins of the manſion | 
being ſold, the Doctor determined to 


ſet out without putting in his claim to 


the damages he could demand rom the ; 


* 


county. 


Frederick for a while falpended his 
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deſigns upon Laura, foreſeeing, that 
when they ſhould be ſettled in a wil- 
_ derneſs, the muſt of neceſſity be either 
bis or Stupeo's, and he had no doubt 
but ſhe would prefer the greater good. 
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waſied theſe advens 
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from the deteſtable ifland, where 


THE VAGA BOND. 
CHAPTER V. 
A 


# 


ATE IN KENTUCKY. 
influenced the majority of men. 


Their hopes were high, and they diſ- 


- 


LIGHTS OF PHILADELPHIA — THE 
DOCTOR PURCHASES A LARGE Es- 


igion 


courſed and diſputed wich true meta- 


rel 


$ 


turers 
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A Pleaſant gale 
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dort ardour. The rell of the pet. 


|  ſengers were mechanics and country- 


men, going over to make their fortunes, 
and the praiſes. of America bounded 
25 from one mouth to another. 
1 in aſtoniſhed, Rd” a man who- 
had ſold a very good trade to emigrate, 
| © I am aſtoniſhed that any man remains 
in Europe, when all the bleſings of life 
await him in America, I am going to 
purchaſe ſome lots of ground in the 
great city of Waſhington, which will 
| ſhortly be the moſt magnificent in the 
_ . world, _ All the houſes will be poliſhed - 
free- ſtone, the moſt narrow ſtreets will 
be as wide as Portland Place in London. 
Ships already arrive there, and the city 
will be the emporium of commerce: 
I underſtand that it already. n a 
noble PEAT?" i 


«A very noble appearance indeed,” 


ſaid the Conn: 1290 the ſtreets are all 
oF, A „ 


THE VAGABOND. | 113 | 


13 6 om in right angles, upon paper. 
The number of workmen and mechanics 
employed in building this magnificent 
city is truly aſtoniſhing, they amount 
to nearly one hundred and fifty. But 
the chief advantage attending this city 
is, that it is contiguous 1 the eftates of 
| the Preſident.” | | 
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„ You ſpeak, ſaid the Si, „ 

11 you were an Engliſhman, and wiſhed _ 
to diſcourage new ſettlers. 1 ſuppoſe 

| you are jealous of others partaking in 
Ws PR of "IN Oey. , 


5 very * Goa in, ſale the Conia; 
© I am amuſed with the golden dreams 
of emigrants, who expett to find filver 
crows in America; and I can aſſure you 
what I tell you of Waſhington is li- 
terally true, and more than that, it 
never will be finiſhed, on account of 
the local and multiplied i inconveniences 5 
around it.“ „ MO Os 55 
| x But 


„wa VAGABOND. 


But bow comes it,“ ſaid this other, 5 
© that ſuch advertiſements are inſerted. 
in che eee P:: | 


c How” comes it, {aid the Captain, 
you puff off any article you wilh to 

diſpoſe of ? Do you think it is natural 
for a man who has diſcovered a trea- 
ſure, to call all the world to ſhare it 
with him? This very reaſon ought to 
deter people, if they were not mad: 
| they might be certain, if America was 
that happy land held out to them by 
deſigning men, all the vagabonds in 
Europe would not be invited to its 
bowers.“ 


After they had ſailed many days be- 
fore a fair wind, the heavens became 
ſuddenly obſcured ; black clouds em- 
battled over the FAR which hiſſed in 
riſing breakers againſt the ſhip's fide. 
Sudden ſqualls furrowed the dark bo- 
ſom of the ocean, and threatened *to 

85 3 
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tear the fails from the yards.. All hands 
were ordered to work; the fails were 
furled, the yards ſtruck, the pumps 
cleared, and every IG e 
for a ſtorm.” : 


My dear Doctor, ſaid Frederick, 
in the cabin, now we ſhall behold a 
grand diſplay of magnificent ſcenery ; 
| we ſhall ſee Nature in a rage, and ad- 
mire the terrific features of her coun- 
tenance,” VC 1 


: I 3 not,“ ſaid ts odor: * 1 
have no curioſity to behold the bottom 
of the terrible ſea, to be hacked in 
pieces by the ſword-fiſh, ſmothered in 
the embraces of polypuſſes, or devour- 
ed by aligators.“ 1 

© A true philoſopher,” cried Stupeo, 
vill behold the combuſtion of elements 
with tranquillity ; he would not tremble - 


were all the human rice ſcattered round, 
| his 
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his feet with a blaze of lightning; though 


the clouds were to become. ignited and 
flame around his head; though the con- 
cave vault of the heavens was to be- 


come red-hot; though the earth was to 


diſſolve with fulminations beneath his 
feet, and parting nature to mix in chao- 


tic confuſion, yet would he ſtand: firm 
and undiſmayed :—ſach are the efßekts 


| of real e 4 


C { 


At. that mament a loud craſh of thun- 


der burſt over them, and rattled to a 
5 diſtance i in various direQions, 


1 * The devil 1 it, cried Stupeo, 


* that's a horrid ſmaſh; the wind howls 
like an hundred wolves in a foreſt hung 


Vith ſnow. The ſea thumps againſt the 
veſſel as if it would break in the tim- 


bers. After all, men are very fooliſh 
to truſt themſelves ſo far from land i in 


Aber 9 : 


At 


- THE VAGABOND.. | 117 
* It is nothing but an idea,“ ſaid _ 
Laura. What, are you frightened at 
you own | ideas * i 


I am \ fearful, ; ſaid [be nee « that 
even Mr. Hume muſt allow this ſtorm 
to be. on more than idea. 


3 ſhall 0 Jock,” Laid Frederick, A 
. £ Tam like an Engliſhman ſo far, that | 
I am only afraid when 1 don't ſee the 
. MO 


> 


«1 vill go. ITY you, ſaid Lan ; 


_ © the ſhip trembles ſo much E 
ſit. „ „ 


It was with difficulty they could pro- 
ſerve themſelves from falling, by graſp- 
ing the hatchway; but the ſcene that 

preſented was the moſt terrible ſublime. 
One univerſal canopy of black clouds 
ſeemed to unite the ocean with the 
heavens, and the rain poured down in 
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ſuch torrents, that they might. bs ſaid 
to be overwhelmed in water; through 
this, the vivid flaſhes. of lightning 
played at leiſure, dancing on the moun- 
tainous billows, and giving to the 
ridges of rolling waves, which tumbled 
over each other as if contending in a 
race, the momentary appearance of 
melting gold. The thunder was ſo 
near, that it appeared rather ſurround- 

ing than above them, and the. whole was 
a promiſcuous confuſion of fire and 
vater, the waves reflecting and refratt- 
ing the variegated me in _ 
direction. 


« Oh! arent iis of the univerſe, 
ſaid Laura, a tear of piety ſtarting from 
| her eye; © Oh! that man would ac- 
knowledge thy power, for what prevents 
chat thou ſhouldſt at this moment de- 
ſtroy the whole earth, and expunge it 
from thy preſence for * crimes of its 


peaplet® 
« Surely,” 


$ +. 


run VAGABOND. | 119 


. Surely, ſaid F rederick, © this is more 
than idea :—there muſt be an omnipo- 
tent Being, notwithſtanding Mr. Hume 


and Stupeo. Were this ſtorm the pro- 
duction of chance, it might” continue, it 


naturally would continue for ever, and 
overwhelm creation.” 5 


| 7.6 ha : A La 8 How ' 
bas it happened that this whole globe has 


never deviated from its orb ? Why do 


not the planets leave their harmonic cir- 


j 


cles and daſh each other to pieces? 


Harmony | is not an attribute of chance, 


for the very word chance implies con- 
: fufion. Surely, had not ſome infinite 


Being, whom we ſhould tremble to name, 
given them their motions, they never 
could have continued within their orbit. 


But man, weak and filly man, denies 


Providence and miracles, becauſe Pro- 


vidence is not every day working mira- 


"cles to provide him a dinner,” 


That 


* 
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© That peal of thunder ſcenied to me 


to ſhake the foundations of the uni- 
verſe,' ſaid Frederick: . but you look 


quite compoſed, Laura—are Fae: not 
. * | | 


* 


frightened, but I am not diſmayed. — 
Tis true I am a weak woman, but I 
look beyond theſe heavy and ſulphur- 
ous clouds, to a Deity who knows the 
Vveakneſs of his creatures, and can, in 
his omnipotence, as well aged me as 
a world.“ PE DER 


* Bur do you think,” ſaid Frederick, 
© that he regards at all the actions of 


human beings? If he did, why in the 


ſhipwreck of a veſſel ſhall perhaps every 
man be drowned, except the moſt exe- 
crable villain amongſt them? 2 


. : 56 Becauſe that the good and the bad | 
po are fo conneftcd, that a ſtorm cannot 


Sony 


I am indeed, ſaid ſhe, very much 


THE 'VAGABOND. e 


fall upon one without touching the 
other, and to a good man drowning is 
a very trifling evil.“ 
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How ſo? You ſpeak now like a 
| philoſopher. Is it a trifle to be anni- 
hilated to ſelf-conſciouſnels, to loſe all 
the pleaſures of life, and become no 
more than the ſtone or vegetating 
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: Feed 1 8 © if ſuch 
are your ſentiments, death is to you 
the'moſt tremendous of evils—you muſt 
ſhudder at the idea, and to ſecure your- 
elf ſome paultry, tranſient. gratifica- 
tions, perpetrate unnumbered crimes. 
But, amidſt this ſtorm, when the next 
moment may whelm us beneath the 


deep, ſee how calm a woman can be. 
whole mind is ated upon by the cheer- _ 
ing hopes of religion, .and who expects 
he reafter. to live to a beatified eternity.” 
Vol. II. . E But 
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e But Ihave no ideas of ſuch a . 
and we know that the vulgar notion of 
an heaven above us cannot phy ically 
be true.“ 


- And . not ? faid Laura :—* you 
will tell me perhaps, that beyond our 
ſyſtem there are other ſyſtems, and be- 

| yond theſe others, reaching to diſtances 
- ſurpaſſing comprehenſion. But, is ſpace 
bounded by our imagination, or is all 
ſpace filled with ſyſtems? Beyond all 
theſe ſyſtems may there not be a ſur- 
., rounding. ſpace, where every idea of 
5 heaven may be realiſed, where new re- 
gions of inconceivable formation and 
glory may exiſt, for who ſhall limit the 
Supreme? Even ſuppoſe all ſpace to 
be filled with ſyſtems and worlds, may \ 
not theſe ſtars be ſo many different pa- 
radiſes, fitting the W o differ- 
- ent pus! bh 


1 8 By NNVV 


THE VAGABOND. | 5 129 


* Theſe things,” faid Frederick may 
not be impoſſible; but they are very con- 
trary to the doftrine. of the great Stu- 
peo. What a grand ſcene is he e * 9 


L will go and call him.“ : 


The ſtorm now raged with fach vio- 
lence, chat the ſhip was given to the 
winds, driving between the furrows: of 
the ruſhing waves. The great Stupeo 
laid upon the cabin floor, uttering the 
moſt horrid execrations—ſwearing that 


all hell was broke looſe, and that the 
black demons of the air were running. 


* 


the Sip into the clouds. f | 


© That's a very ſublime idea, ſaid 


F rederick, © but 1 hope not literal, for 


if there be an hell, what will become 


. us? 


— 


cy 0 God!“ + Dofior 4 (I 


do acknowledge thy power; — was a 
fool ever to doubt it. 
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But Ihave no ideas of ſuch a ſlate, 
and we know. that the vulgar notion of 
an heaven above us cannot phylically 
be true. : 


c No why not ? ſaid Laura :— you 

will tell me perhaps, that beyond our 
. ſyſtem there are other ſyſtems, and be- 
yond theſe others, reaching to diſtances 
ſurpaſſing comprehenſion. But, is ſpace 
bounded by our imagination, or is all 
ſpace filled with. ſyſtems ? Beyond all 
theſe ſyſtems. may there not be a ſur- 
,, rounding ſpace, where. every idea of 
heaven may be realiſed, where new re- 
gions of inconceivable formation and 
glory may exiſt, for who ſhall limit the 

Supreme? Even ſuppoſe all ſpace to 
be filled with ſyſtems and worlds, may 
not theſe ſtars be ſo many different pa- 
radiſes, OW, the 1 na & differ- 

a ent e N 
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© Theſe things,” ſaid Frederick, © may RE 


not be impoffible; but they are very con- 


trary to the doftrine of the great Stu- . | 


peo. What a grand ſcene is he OUT” 
1 will go and call. him.“ 

The ks now raged with ſuch vio- 
lence, chat the ſhip was given to the 


winds, driving between the furrows of 


the ruſhing waves. The great Stupeo 


laid upon the cabin floor, uttering the 


moſt horrid execrations—ſwearing that 


all hell was broke looſe, and that the 
black demons of the air were running 


the W into the clouds. 35 


* 


9 That's a very ſublime idea,” | "itt = 
F rederick, © but I hope not literal, for 
if there be an hell, what wes become | 


of us la 
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2 acknowledge thy power; 1 was a 
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124 | THE VAG AZOND.. 
Laura endeavoured to comfort poor: 
. Suſan and the reſt of the paſſengers in 
the cabin; and the better to prevent 
reflection, ſhe deſired them to ſing ſome 
5 plalms, ſetting the example by begin- 
ning the -104th. The novelty of ſuch 
an action in ſo deſpairing a ſituation 
gained their attention, and many Join- 
ing in, the terror of the danger was 
damped, and they. felt a ſomething of 
- conſcious. ſatisfaction, which is unknown 
to any but thoſe who have been in 
ſome ſimilar ſituation, or have felt he 
tranquillity of a quiet conſcience— 
Even Stupeo himſelf changed his exe- 
crations into groans, and F. rederick 
bung down his head in filent reflec- 
Za. | | 


: The 0 1 fabGding, by 
degrees the ſeveral characters of the 
company returned, with this difference, | 
that Stupeo maintained with more ob- 
ſlinacy than ever his doctrine of chance 


by ON 


TAE VAGABOND: ; IS: 


of * 


491 ſcepticiſm. . 4 F rederick wavered in 


his mind according to the iwpulſe of 
bis paſſions; and Doctor Alogos be- 
came convinced that there was more in 
religion and common- place maxims of 
good and evil than the great IP . 


would allow. 


In this a they. arrived at ; 
Philadelphia, and rejoiced at the proſ- | 
pect of having reached a place where 


truth and juſtice had erected the ſtan- 


dard of reaſon. Frederick was ſurpriſed _ 


to find the renowned city not ſo large a as 
that part of Mary: le-Bone which 


built; but confbled himſelf with the is 1 


. * 


of one of the fineſt cities in the world, 5 
as he could look « over the ground where 5 


it was to ſtand. wo 75 


As Kos paſſed TOE the de they 5 
were booted at by the children, and 


called vagabond e Vith other 


ae names. — This is very 


"Te 3 ſtrange,” 
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ſtrange, ſaid Frederick : Tore thought 


the Americans made no diſtinctions of . 


0 country; but we are only ſtrangers yet 
 —they will vn us when they know 


us better.“ 


They procured lodgings at an extra- 
vagant rate, and calling for refreſhment, 
received ſome very coarſe cakes— 


5 wretched butter, and ſalt meat, for in 
ſummer no /re/h meat will keep a day; 
and for this they paid more than the 


_ e _ 8 1 % 2 


= Things are not quite as they tould 


be even here,” aid the Dottor. 


What 1552 you mean by bac 7 Gia 
an American waiter. * Do you mean 


to TR Congreſs A 


5 Heaven forbid, ene the Doctor: 


I ſhould like to ſpeak to your maſter 
about oh, f baggage.” p 


c My 


\ 


But who are you? Some louſy, beggar- 


Z hew ſtone for us.” 


ment. Frederick was rifing to kick the 
- obſerved that this was the genuine blunt 


ſpirit of freedom: that, like Spartans, 
the Americans took — ks of 


| fined themſelves within doors, delibe- 
rating on the mode they ſhould adopt 


Laura amuſed herſelf at the windows: 


— 
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C My maſter! I don't know ſuch a 
man. Do you think I am a flave?—I_ 
am a republican, a free-born American, - 


ly emigre, come here to cut wood and 


: Th Alone, looked in ſilent 1 ; 


republican down ſtairs ; but Stupeo | 


ſ N 


But Sw a0 not ſeem to allow i it to 
others,” 0 Laura. : 
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| The Jane: was extremely intenſe, ſo 
much ſo, that the whole company con- 
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to her it had an air of novelty to fee 


every third perſon a black ; but ſhe was 
aſtoniſhed to ſee the people labouring | | 


| notwithſtanding the violent heat, which 


was almoſt ſuffocating to thoſe, who 


remained inactive; and the ſwarms of 


muſcatoes were to Engliſhmen a perfect 
e | 5 


— 


5 8 Theſe labourers, fail a waiting- 


maiqd, are Scotch, Iriſh, and German 


a emigrants, who earn eleven Mailing A 


3255 eee 


. Eleven | fillings a day !* exclaimed 


Frederick; it is more than our pea- 


ſants in England earn in a week: they 


mult live like noblemen. But what do 


28 you | call [ curre ncy Ph 


» 


ops Why, it's bat fx fxpence 
Engliſh ; but they are very badly off 
for all that, for. every. thing is ſo dear 
e can hardly live upon it, and one 
1 2 halt 
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. half of. e ſoon die of fevers and 


3 


| The a a was a 
prettyiſh girl, and night coming on, 


Frederick requeſted her to - bundle with 


5 him. If you infult me, ſaid the, « our 
Matthew ſhall bundle Fr; into che : 


Delaware.“ | 


mw 


F e was . at this ant 


ne is very different here, ſaid he 5 
to himſelf, but I don't know whether : 
5 iti is all for the hetter. © 0 


* the ie F. Niderick was ; difturbed 
by the rumbling of carts :—it is very 


ſtrange, thought he, that ſo many nigbt- 


men are at work at once in ſuch a little 


city, or perhaps they all come through 


this ſtreet. The Americans ſurely « don't 


go in carts, to balls. — In the morning 
| he inquired, and was informed Teh was 
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only the dead carts that ie away 
thoſe who died in the courſe of the 
day. 

© That's ſtrange,” ſaid he; I counted 
near. twenty, and this city is of very 
narrow extent. '— Tt is a very magni- 
ficent city, and the largeft in all the 
union, ſaid the landlord ;— but the 
yellow fever carries off ſome dozens in 
a day: however, we don't mind theſe | 


things fince we bave got our * 
'. - gence." 8 | 


1 


2 « Vers: true, replied "Th Dodtor ; 
liberty ſweetens every thing, and it 
isa glorious epoch in the annals of man, 

4 - that property ceaſes in this great weſtern 
=. Continent. to influence the Wen of 


"0 


1 The an gazed wich farprife.— 
* Property,” ſaid he, is the only Rimu- 
„ Jus 


2 — 


Wc. 
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lus to commerce commerce is the ſup- 
port of arts and ſciences, and no man 
vill be above trade: we have no honeſt 
gentlemen here — no idle hands—if a 
man wall not. work, he Ne. ſtarve.” 


. That's a deteſtable ſyſtem, FI 
| Stupeo; the ancient Spartans never 
degraded themſelves with work. Man 


in a ſtate of nature does not work, he | 
has few wants, and theſe the waters or 


the woods ſupply.” 


« That may ROY but our motto 
is Endure, but hope, and that of all new- 


comers is Work, or ftarve. I ſee you are 
a green-one yet, and unſeaſoned; all 
you people from the old world think 
money is made for nothing bere— but! it 
18 alle a farce.” 


* Where jacobs e faid _ Doc- 7 


tor, © ſhall we find the genuine princi- 
i mh of liberty and equality?“ 
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As to liberty,” ſaid the Aweritan, | 
every man has liberty to follow any 


trade he pleaſes, and to vote for the 


Congreſs if he is a naturalized citizen; 
and as to equality, we have no titles 
15 except Nuire, but for equality of pro- 

perty, as ſome of our own people would 


like it, it's a mere fire-fly- of a dark 
evening.” 


The idea of the yellow fever had 
| damped the ſpirits of the whole com- 
pany, and it was reſolved to quit the 
city of Philadelphia with all conve- 
nient ſpeed. This. matter was under 
conſideration when a chin man entered 5 

5 J DOES SRI THAI wotcy 
Ho My coal friends,” ſaid he, I un- 
derſtand you intend ſettling upon an 
agricultural plan. Agriculture is the 
moſt noble purfuit of independent man, 
and a ſure ſource of wealth. — How 
did you know our intention? ſaid the | 
| | Dodtor; | 


* 1 3 
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5 Dodger; ; © we have not yer becen twenty- 
four ROTH in the Oy 


< «© My. defire to Gs all e ? 


| h be, « and to prevent the ſchemes 


of impoſtors, who, taking advantage of 
their local knowledge, often deceive 


and cheat ſtrangers, has led me to in- 


trude upon 98 


* indeed,” * ſaid Alogos, « I thought T 


all the people of the new world had 
been diſintereſted and benevolent to- 
wards all mankind, who fly from the old 
world to be free of its crimes. 


1 Human nature, Sir, i is not yet Pe 


rived at perfection: *tis true we are ad- 
| vancing rapidly forward —-witneſs the 
great public roads and canals which 


8 interlect the e 


6 « Why are theſe roads P ſaid Fre- 
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1344 THE VAGABOND,” | 
derick: © You ought to throw every im- 
pediment in the way of commerce —it 48. 
thence ariſes all our evils.” 

That is very true, Sir, but i in this 
country to talk diſreſpeAfully of com- 
merce is high treaſon: we are a commer- 
cial people. By means of theſe roads and 
canals, we have peopled the great wil 
derneſs, and planted ſettlements where i 
only rattleſnakes uſed to baſk. — To 
what part- of the Continent do you in- 
5 e PP, 


8 That we are Adee upon, 
ſaid the Doctor; ve would be as far 
from ſociety as we can, and in a coun- 
try where we can enjoy the e 
of nature.” 


SE ben  Keatycksy4 is your edles; it 
is the moſt deleQable ſpot on the face 
of the earth; it is a ſecond Arcadia—a 
| continued ſcene of romantic delight and 
8 5 pidtureſque | 
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pictureſque proſpece. An author of 
undoubted veracity has given an hiſtory. 


of that heavenly region. Sympathy, 
_ fays he, is regarded as the effence of 


the human ſoul, participating of celeſ- 
tial matter, and as a ſpark engendered to 
warm our benevolence, and lead to 


the raptures of love and” rational fe- 
bd 


With ſuch ſentiments our amuſe- 
ments flow from the interchange of eivi- 


lities, and a reciprocal deſire of pleaſ- 
ing. That ſameneſs may not cloy and 


make us. dull, we vary the ſcene as the 
nature of circumſtances will permit, — 


The opening ſpring brings with it the 


proſpe@& of our ſummer's labour, and 
the brilliant ſun actively warms into 
life the vegetable world, which blooms 


and yields a profuſion of aromatic 
odours. -A creation of beauty is now 
a teglt of | joy, and to look for amuſe- 
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ſeems to dwell. 
their ſpreading branches over a green 
- turf, on whoſe ſoft down the mildneſs 
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ment beyond this genial torrent of 
Tweets would be a perverſion of nature, 
and a ſacrilege againſt heaven,” 


40 


The ſeaſon of ſugar-making occu- 
pies the women, whoſe mornings. are 
"cheered by the modulated buffoonery 


of the mocking-bird, the tuneful ſong 


of the thruſh, and the gaudy plumage = 


of the parroquet. Feſtive mirth crowns 
the evening. The buſineſs of the day 


being over, the men join the women in 
the ſugar-groves, . where enchantment 
The lofty trees wave 


of the evening invites the neighbouring 


youth to ſportive play, while our rural 
Neſtors, with calculating minds, con- 


template the boyiſh gambols of a grow- 


= ing progeny ; they recount the exploits 
of | their early age, and in their enthu- 
ſialm, Forget there are ſuch things as 


Fad 


decri- | 


5 Is EST: 


«> 


dectipitude 3 9 ene a 


convivial ſong, or a picalink narration 
cloſes the ſcene x.“ 1 


« Or perhaps,” aid Laura, with a 
ſmile, 2 the fairy firikes with her filver -— 
wand, and the whole vaniſhes, leaving 
behind an uncultivated wilderneſs.” 
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c 16 s every word” true,” ſaid . 
Common: 1 hade not told you half 
what Mr. Im—y fays of it. I am a 
ſurveyor, and can point you out the 
moſt eligible fituations, which, out of 
my reſpect for your characters, I will do 
without reward. Here are plans of 

_ eight different eſtates, from one hun- 
dred acres to five thouſand. There are 
three qualities of land, but 1 ſuppoſe 8 
you would prefer the beſt, which will 
be parted with prodigiouſly cheap 
twelve guineas for the hundred acres.* | 
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See Imley's Romantic Account of Kentucky. 5 


Twelve 
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: [Twelve guineas for the hundred 
acres!' exclaimed the Doctor: : Why 
you miſtake, you are giving the land 
away. Ah! if all the poor vagabonds 
in the old world knew that here they 
could have a portion of. earth for almoſt 
nothing, they would beg, borrow, or 
ſteal, to procure a paſſage to | this land 
of 9828 and pane bf 1 FRE. | 


7 There are thoulands every year, 
ſaid the ſtranger, * who benefit by our 
hoſpitality. If I might adviſe, this plat 
of ground, ſituated on the north fork of 
the Elkborn, is the EN for a 
Hirſt ſettlement,” | 


1 Well, hid the Doctor, if you 
bring me the title deeds and vitneſſes, 
I Vill purchaſe that: a thouſand acres 

is juſt an hundred and eight ps 
and that's a mere ng. 


T% 6 ſaid Common, with a ſtare, 
1 „„ en 
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© you ſhall have the deeds drawn out 


and regiſtered with preciſion.” — This be- 
ing ſettled, he obſerved that at ſuch a 


diſtance, they would require to take 


with them various implements of huſ- 


5 bandry, and articles of neceſſity, every 
ching being tripled in expence oP ; 


the {Allegany mountains. 


4 


But why, raid Frederick, * ſhould 
we encumber ourſelves with articles of _ 
luxury? We intend to quit ſociety, and 
will not load ourſelyes with its inconve- ; 


| niences. 


1 My dear Sir,” ſaid Common 1 you 
advance beyond the mark: ſo much do 
we depend upon each other, that we 


can neither begin nor proceed without 


the co- operations of our fellows: for 
inſtance, how will you cultivate the . 


earth? Will you tear down the trees 


with your bodily — or will you | 


x turn 
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turn the ſod with your. nails? You maſt 
have ſpades and ploughs, and a ih | 
of. other articles.” 


76 We are tian to have 351 theſe in 

x England,” faid Frederickx: * I do not 

ſee that labour is leſs or more eaſy in 
the new world than the old.“ 


© Infinitely ſo,” cried Common; * far- 
mers here work for themſelves, wages 
are ſo high that they cannot afford tio 
hire men, and land is ſo cheap that ſer- 
vants ſoon become maſters.” 


That is as it ſhould be, ſaid Stupeo, 
that is ſomething like equality. In 
our country, a farmer with a few wo. 
dred acres does little more that over- 
look his ſervants.” 27 


7 Under be e of Common, 
near a thouſand pounds were expended 
| in 


* - 


in articles neceſſary for a ſettlement. _ 
The patent was made out at the regu- 


lar office, and four waggons waited the 


n pleaſure of theſe great men, who quit- 
ted the haunts of luxury in ſearch of 


virtue and liberty in an howling Wil- 


derneſs. 


180 article as they paſſed along the 


road was exhorbitantly dear, ſeventeen 
dollars being charged for a common din- 


ner for themſelves and their horſes: but 
what more aſtoniſhed them, was the im- 
pertinence of the inn-keepers, who be- 


ing all agricultural men, did not alto- 
gether depend on their | inns, and con- 


ceived travellers to be the obliged pot 


dies. 8 ye . 88 


ſaid the Doctor: I have read a book 


which informed me it was cuſtomary _ 


to travel from farm-bouſe to e 
| and 
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« This is very fingular hoſpitality? 
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50 and from New England to Maryland, 
| almoſt free of e 


5 e ſaid stupeo, © are 
independent people, they do not cringe 
and fawn upon you for a ſhilling like 
your traders in Europe; they poſſeſs a 
conſcious manly dignity.” _ 


©. The dignity of an inn-keeper is 
certainly very great, ſaid Laura; but 
I prefer the laviſh European, where 
people ſeem obliged to you at leaſt.” 
As they advanced over the mountains 
to Fort Pit, they were charmed with 
the ſcenery and the majeſtic river Ohio, 
down which they failed, between ex- 
tenſive ſavannahs and high - towering 
foreſts, where ſcarcely the beams of 
day, much leſs the foot of man, ever 
penetrated. 1 - 


a” 


Stupeo, 


THE" VAGABOND, | 5 ; 143 
$rupes, who was a man of profound 
reflection, was frequently ſubje& to 
"I melancholy, to diſſipate which, he had 
recourſe to peach brandy and American 
rum, (indeed theſe mingled with water 
are the common drink); but though 
he was no milkſop, he was ſoon ſeized. 
with a dyſentery, which to his comfort 8 


he found was my uſual | o new 
comers. 


3 / Bang arrived at Lexington, the me- 
tropolis of the fineſt country in the 
world, they were a little ſurpriſed at 
| fight of about thirty ill-looking wooden 
_ houſes, but they had ſeen ſo. many won- 
ders in the new world, that they were 
not altogether confounded, and Stupeo 
declared that he was delighted at the _ 
proſpe& of coming nearer a ſtate of 
nature than 9 had even "ous or 
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Their FAN train of baggage. was a 
_ ſufficient ſign of importance to procure 
them ſeveral viſitors: by this means the 
place of their intended ſettlement was 
quickly known, and a great deal of 
unneceſſary trouble avoided, there be- 
ing already a family at Lexington, come 
from Virginia, with a grant for the ſame 
land, which they were unable to ſettle, 
"It being already in the poſſeſſion of ano- 
| mar holder. 5 Z 
s This i is > ant Caid Dotfor. 
Alogos; one had need poſſeſs a ſhare 
25 of ſuffering philoſophy to endure this: | 
but how am I to TM righted : . 
© You _ go to law, e! the 
inkormant:- © I am an attorney, and will 
do you juſtice; for though the other 
purchaſer has been at Jaw this twelve- 
month, and has loſt his cauſe, that was 
becauſe he did not t employ me.” 


Ber 
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© Goto law!“ cried the Doctor wich 


horror; what are there laws and law- 


yers in a wilderneſs? I expected to have 


found nothing worſe that ue nahes 


and tigers,” 


2 The world could not exiſt without 


law, ſaid the lawyer. Why, it is 


almoſt impoſſible to purchaſe a lot of 


land here without a law-ſuit entailed, 
for at the office they grant patent upon 


patent, ſo that any man may chooſe 


what part he prefers of the whole coun- 
try, and when he is here he cannot eaſily 


return.“ 


© That is right, cried Stupeo, that 
is exally my ſyſtem of argument, the 


greateſt reſulting good is the firſt to be 


defined; the wilderneſs muſt be peopled, 5 
and the human race expanded over the 


ſurface of the earth. 72 15 


J But can we os no land! 7 ſaid 
Frederick; 
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Frederick ſurely this prodigious 
country is not all monopoliſed ?” | 


© You may have thouſands of acres, 


replied the lawyer; * But, if you would 
be ſafe, you muſt purchaſe at ſecond- 


hand—that is, a lot from the great far- 


mers. You may have good uncultivated 
land at fix guineas the hundred acres.— 
Mr. Common impoſed upon you more 


than one half, but I am an honeſt man.“ 
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CHAPTER VI. 
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THE PLEASURES OF BENDING NATURE 
TO THE RULES OF ART — STUPEO 
| AND SUSAN DETERMINE TO PEOPLE 
THE WILDERNESS — THE SUPERI= 
ORITY or _ SAVAGE LIFE EXEM= 
Ir IE D. | 


Having made a purchaſe of three 
hundred acres, a about one hundred and 
fifty miles from Lexington, nearer the 
Ohio, containing two fine mill ſeats, 
with. water carriage for timber, they 


began their march. through | the wilder- 
My. neſs, 
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nels. Every ten or twelve miles along 
the road a little plantation was begun. 


Laura looked in vain for the blooming 
orchards and ſugar-groves, with fine 


lawns beneath them; ſhe ſaw indeed ſome 
cluſters of ſugar-mapple trees at inter- 


vals in the woods, where Nature had 


planted them; but as to the velvet mea- 
dows, nothing of that ſort appeared, the 


native graſs being ſeveral feet high, mat- 
ted ſo as to be almoſt impaſſable, and 


too rank for any uſe. The weather was 
inſufferably hot—millions of inſeRs tor- 
mented them night and day — ſnakes 


- curled along the trads (called roads) 


and prodigious large frogs and toads 
wallowed in every little tank of ſtagnate 


Vater, which the impenetrable foreſt pre- 


vented the ſun from evaporating. 


Neither milk nor butter were pro- 
cureable at any price, and they were 
under the neceſſity of drinking ſpirits 


and water, which threw them all into 
"Might 


— 
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fight fevers, and added frengh to the 
diſeaſe of Stupeo. - 


— 


4 


08 arrived at the place where 
they were to ſettle, they were a lutle. 
ſurpriſed to find it covered with pro- 
digious large trees, which ſeemed to 
bid defiance to buman labour, A thick 

cane brake over-ran half the ſurface, 
and was ſo matted and entangled with 
the trees, that hey could not even 
clear a path through. Tbe ground, 
which was not thus covered, was ap- 
parently ſo barren, that the black heaths 
of England were a ſort of comparative 
. | 
4 I t is plain to me, ſaid Stupeo, that 
cultivating the ground is a deviation 
from the ſtate of nature. Has ſhe not 
ſpread her wide extended branches 
to ſhelter us from heat and from 
rain? Has ſhe not ſcattered various 
fruits and ſhrubs within. our reach, and 
| H 4 what 


*. 
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| what do we want more? When we ſhall 
have ſpent our ſtrength in deſtroying 


' theſe trees, and laboured to raiſe the 


rotten ſods into life, ſhall we not ſet 


ſome value on the earth? We ſhall 


become proud, ſelfiſh, and tyrannical— 
we ſhall not readily yield it to another, 
and thus we give birth to all the bor. 
rors of civil life.“ 


11 i 100 Jute now to retraQ,' ſaid 


Laura; ſurely the reſources of philo- 
ſophy are not exhauſted, reaſon and truth 


have now full power to expand uncheck- 


ed, in the deſart wild. £ 


* To be. perfeAly free,” faid Stupeo, 


* we ſhould become like the roaming 


Indians; let us give to mankind a great 
and glorious example; let us caſt aſide 
our clothes, they are an incumbrance 


beneath the dignity of virtue, let u us EVE 


ke the wo Indians. 


* 
ff 


el 
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, vou may if you like,” ſaid Laura, 


laughing, but I fear you will not 


caſily do without brandy, and that's a 


forbidden article in the big book of | 


Nature.” 


a Po my part, -faid Frederick, 0 1 


vill try the inconveniencies of a de- 


; tached life before I wholly enter into a 
ſtate of ſavagiſm; we have contradted 
ſo many unnatural wants, which reaſon 
knows to be uſeleſs, that it requires 


time to root out our habits and Bs 
dices. | | 


[ 
o 


4 PI Ve WAR week's time, an uncom- 
fortable hovel was ereRed, with the help 
of ſome neighbours ;' but thoſe philo- 


ſophers had ſo little reſolution in en- 


countering great difficulties, that theſe 
three great men were another week be- 
fore they had cut off the lower bougbs 
of a few trees, where they had e 


a kitchen garden. 
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Stupeo was thrown off his legs with 


py the little (exertion. he had made, the 
heat and the bad proviſions, no meat 
keeping without falt. No phyfician 


was within many miles, and that one, an 


ignorant quack, whoſe whole knowledge 


was drawn from a Salmon's Diſpenſa- 


tory, and the London ON Art of 


Ag. 


* 


Stupev 3 he rejoiced had na- 


ture would have her courſe; but ſhe 


ſoon ſo reduced bim, that it was evident 


15 the great man would quit the world with- 


out having cauſed one revolution; and 
the Doftor diſpatched a meſſenger for 
the ſurgeon, who, on his arrival, pre- 
ſcribed ſome common medicines, which 


N relieved the patient. 


Dodtor 1 ed 5 want 185 5 
books, though he had very little time 


to read: what leiſure he had was ſpent 


in idle repining, 15 9 the day he 
ever 
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ever ſet his foot on the new world, 
which to his eyes appeared only half 
formed. He had another ſubje of. 
diſquiet in Suſan, who was every day 
reproaching him with having carried 
her ont of the world to die in a deſart, 
Laura was the only one any way con- 
tented, for the ſweetnefs of her diſpoſi- 
tion, and her affeQion to her uncle, 


overlooked many difficulties, —Surely, 


thought the Doctor, there is ſomething 
at leaſt very pleafant in the attachment 


of kindred, and though ſhe may love 
me as an individual, contrary: to the 


new philoſophy, 1 do not percerve any 
oo” oy. in it. 2 | 
T bb — they made in cultivation 
ſerved only to ſhew them the futility of 
their undertaking, and a whole family 
happening to die of a fever occaſioned 
by over labour, they purchaſed the farm, 


which had been brought into ſome de- 5 
. of. cultivation. The ground, which 
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154 THE VAGABOND: | 
had never been turned up to the air, 
being compoſed of rotten vegetable 
ſubſtance, was loaded with febrile par- 

| ticles and noxious vapour, the effefts 
of which are frequently ſeen in the 
deaths of new-comers ; nor did the Doc- 
tor and Frederick eſcape without a ſe- 

vere fit of the ague, which. FOND hore 
Fon: labour. 2 | | 


R The en Sip ſeemed here buried 
in unworthy obſcurity : he ſaw his genius 
and talents unemployed, and mankind 
unbenefiited by his labours. He had 
fruitleſsly attempted to inj ure the inno- 
cence of Laura, who deteſted him even 
more than Frederick.; and he reſolved 
no longer to ſuffer the unjuſt mono- 
poly which Doctor Alogos praftiſed in 
the perſon of Suſan. The latter was 
| heartily: tired of the Doftor, who was 
not fo. young as Stupeo, | and. having 
imbibed the real principles of equality, 
ſhe. made very litile difficulty of aiding 


LO | to 


2 


ä —— — 


— — 


THE VAGABOND. ' 155 


to people this wilderneſs, where, it muſt - 


be confeſſed, there was a little too much 
. ſolitude. | 


The Doctor beheld as a Eng en 
phenomenon, the, change of Suſan's | 


ſhape, which neither reaſon nor argu- 
ment could account for, though it was 


evident there muſt have been a cauſe 


ſuperior to chance. 


© It may be nothing more than an 
idea, ſaid Stupeo; but at any rate it 


does not ſignify who is the parent of 
the child che reſulting good is equal: 
it is of no conſequence to the child, 


becauſe under the protection of philo- 


ſophy, its mind vill gradually expand 
to the genial beams of truth. I am of 


opinion, that children ſnould be brought 


up indifferently by the male or female, 
as it may happen, Why, I would aſk, 
in the name of common ſenſe, are not 

e 2D men 
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men as well calculated for nurſes as 


_ women?” 


© Becauſe,” ſaid Laura, they are 

not fo domeſtic, and becauſe Provi- 

dence has provided the female with a 
nutriment adapted to the NON of | 

_ infancy.” 


That ariſes from mere repletion,” 
ſaid the great philofopher, and is the 
ſource of all our difeaſes—we draw in 
corruption at the breaſt, and if we 
would one day become immortal, I am of 
opinion we ſhould be edycated-.inde- 
pendent from the birth, and fed upon 
ſomething more natural than milk, 


which is of all fobflances foonelt cor- 
raped. Tice Toth. 


Of courſe upon brandy,” faid Laura ; ; 
© brandy is one of the leaſt corruptible 
of is, “ ns; „ 


| Sufan, 
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Solar, in due time, brought a man 


child into the world; but no phyſiciaa 
or perſon of ſkill being within reach, an 
ignorant old woman officiated, and the 


poor en e in agony. 


TE, Such, cried Stayeo; © are the con- 


ſequences of being neither in nor out'of 
ſociety: —here we are in a defart, aban- 


doned by our ſpecies, with all the habits 


we contratted in ſociety, and no means 
to fatisfy them :—if we had been in a 
ſtate of nature, nature would have : ac- 


compliſhed OY en 


The Dofor was woc at the 


event, though ſatisfied ſhe had not been 


conſtant to himſelf; and he more than . 


ever began to doubt the reality and 


praQticability of the ſublime doctrines of 
the new philoſophy. } Stupeo under - 


took the education of the boy, whom 


he inſiſted ſhould enjoy perfect free- 


dom, 
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dom, and be allowed to crawl. about fs 
W like any ow animal, ON 167 
c He ſhall not. he es; in ks 
thing, ſaid he: the great Rouſſeau 
tells us that we only implant vices into 
children by pretending: to teach them 
juſtice, . and deſtroy the temper _ by 


checking the fallies of imagination.“ 


Unfortunately for the enlightened ſyſtem 


of education, this grand experiment, 


proved abortive. The tender infant 


ſickened, and died of a conſumption. 


Frederick, however, mlb Hint 
it. was the kindneſs of Laura Which 


killed it; and Stupeo diſcovered that it 


was ſtung: to death by muſcatoes, its. 


body .being delicate, and not plaiſtered 


over with ungents of | greaſe, like the 
infants: of Indians; and the Doctor 
ſwore that Stupeo had poiſoned it with. 
brandy. "Thus theſe three great men 


” TED FS could 


— 
—— 
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could not agree upon o infgnifdact. 
a thing as the death of a child under a 

grand philoſophical experiment: where 
then. 1s the wonder that men are daily 

cutting each others throats for a diffe- 
rence of political opinion? 0 


One day when. theſe three philoſo- 
ſophers were labouring in the field, ſome- 
times. uttering execrations, and ſome- 
times diſputing, not a little to the pre- 
judice of immutable truth, which often 
appeared i in different ſhapes, a troop. of 
Miama Indians croſſed the Ohio in 
their punts, and carried off all the 
portable articles at the little farm, which 
they had dignified with the name of 
Clarens, Poor Laura ſhared the fate 
of the reſt of the ſtock, and it was not 


known to the philoſophers till, their re- 
turn home. 


„Black for ever be the day! | ex- 
claimed: the Doctor, "when 1 left Eng- 
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Frederick; they have few vices and 
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Hand with. tl. ies evils—there, perſons 
and property enjoyed ſome protection. 


Alas! my dear Laura, my beloved child 


is murdered and e 5 


0 Nothing more natural,” aid Stupeo, 


coolly : * ſavages do not make thoſe 


childiſh diflipRions we do between 


beauty and uglineſs—revenge i 18 all they 


ſeek, for the unjuſt uſurpation e 
Europeans: —are we not driving them 
from their ancient poſſeſſions, and daily 


narrowing their opus and power to 


live pu” 4 | ; * 


What have they done, ſaid the 


Doctor, in the courſe of ſome thou- 


ſand years? The utmoſt extent of their 


knowledge i in agriculture, is the planting 


of a few ſlips of maize and tobacco. 
But they enjoy perfect liberty, ſaid 


few 


LY 
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few wants they roam at ill over the 
face of the creation: l feel myſelf en- 


amoured of favage life“. 


- 
0 4 


1 


* It is the practice of the new ſchool to exalt 


every thing ſavage. An Indian is with them the 
moſt virtuous of human beings; and they make 
him utter ſentiments he never heard, and perform ac 


tions which never were witneſſed. Why is all this 
but to looſen men from the reciprocal bonds of ſo- 


ciety, and to ſap the foundations of human govern- ; 


ments. So far indeed are the Indians removed from 
theſe fentimental phantoms, that they are totally the 
contrary; though the emancipation of the negroess 


and the inhumanity of Chriſtians, is an excellent 
| ſtalking horſes, for thoſe who pretend to finer feel- 
ings than the reſt of mankind. The following notes 
will illuſtrate the tenderneſs of the emancipated 


negroes, and the fine feelings of their deliverers. See 


the note in Play fair s Hiſtory of J nov, page 


341. 
x The infurreAtions, maſſacres, and 3 o St. 
Domingo, would make a large volume, were they 


to be detailed. The Abbe Gregot1 re and Briſſot 


were two of the moſt active inſtigators of the revolt 
of the negroes and mulattoes, Gregoire, who was 
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© I ſee plainly,” returned the Doctor 
© that very few men can exiſt in a 
ſavage ſtate: 1 ſee we muſt have made 
a progreſs in arts and ſciences before 
A we can pretend to civil life. Thus arts 
A and ſciences, with all their defects, tend 
to increaſe the numbers of mankind.— 
Indeed, I begin to perceive philoſophy 
has not every claim 1 ſuppoſed t. to uni- 

| verſal e 88 


© The new philoophy is DEE OR 
cried. Stupeo; z- Ang notwithſtanding 
every check from ſelfiſnneſs, it will in 
time ſap all ſociety, and depopulate 
thoſe hot-houſes of vice and diſeaſe— - 
large cities“ | 


wag” of the Aſtembly, when ks heard f a terri- 
ble maſſacre, in which thenegroes had for their bloody 
ſtandard a white infant, impaled on a ſpear, de- 
clared it was the plus beau Jour de fa vie, This 
philoſophic cannibal was at ſupper when the news 
was brought, and he and his friends finiſhed the 
evenin g with mutual congratulations and joy, on 
the ſucceſs of their plans. 3 5 | 
OE 15 My 
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© My life,” cried Alogos, © is a bur- 

den in this wilderneſs: — 1 bave no 
books to amuſe and inſtruct me no 
intercourſe of poliſhed friendſhip, all 


is rugged and rude. There is 'no 


market for commodities that might 5 
ſtimulate avarice. I feel a thouſand 
wants I cannot gratify, and even com- 


mon neceſſaries I cannot procure; — 


Affection, which I once thought a 
blind partiality, I now find like a balm 
amidſt the evils of life; and as I have 


loſt my Laura, I am completely wretch- 


ed. I am not now equal to the taſk 


of cultivating the ground ; and 1 might 


have procured more comforts, conve- 
niences, and luxuries i in England, a A 


day-labourer, than in this wild with all 


its freedom. 


1 muſt grant,” ſaid Frederick, that 
we have too much labour: this is not a 
late congenial to human nature —tbis 

is 
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is ſolitude without its concomitants, 


plenty, liberty, and eaſe. What ſigni. 
fies my being at liberty to wander in a 
foreſt and ſhoot deer, when I muſt till 
the ground or ſtarve: this is not genuine 


equality, and I am determined to ſeek it 


in a ſav ago ſtate,” 


5 For me, ſaid the Doftor, J am fo 
completely wretched, that I will ſeek 
no farther for a bauble — I will die 
here,” 3 


© be great moraliſt, Rouſſeau, « ſaid 
Stupeo, has ſaid, by rendering life in- 


ſupportable, God orders one to quit it. 


Now you believe in a Deity, and ſurely 


you may truſt his mercy.” 


© I will not provoke his anger, thou 


| fiend'of darkneſs, ſaid Doctor Alogos, 
_ with more energy than he uſually diſ- 
played ; 514 do 1 luffer one ſingle 1 incon- 


venience 


75 


e 
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venience I have not brought upon my- 
ſelf, and you would have me cloſe the 


account with murder. The Deity does 
not act by evils, nor are the conſe- _ 


quences of our head-ſtrong paſſions, 


our follies, and our crimes, to be laid 


to bis r Rouſſead was a fool, 


and many of ba followers men their 
wn ears,” 


A black ſlave, whom theſe advocates 


for univerſal freedom had purchaſed, 


his labour being cheaper than an hired 
ſervant, now entered the hut, with the 


tidings that Laura had been ſeen croſ- 


ſing the Ohio with the Indians, in a 
weſtern direktion. 


Doctor Ain, at this WE 


rouſed himſelf to action, and the. two 
philoſophers propoſed to accompany . 


him, more from an expedctance of no- 
velty 
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velty than any deſire to recover Laura, 
who would never attend to the lectures 
| of theſe welt men. 


They ſet out on borſeback well 


armed, purſuing the track pointed out 


to them. For four days they followed | 
the Indians, till their proviſions were 


exhauſted, and their horſes nearly jaded 


out. They ſubſiſted upon the wild ber- 
ries and fruit in the foreſts, ſtill conti- 


nuing their rout, and having plenty of 
poder, the birds ſupplied them a fre- 


POE repaſt. 


By degrees he loſt all 1 7 
of the direction of the country. Their 
horſes fell beneath them, and the un- 


derwood became almoſt impenetrable. 


A council of war was called, in which 


Frederick pleaded ſtreniouſly chat they 


ſhould join the firſt band of Indians 


ey: might meet, and caſt away every 


Ame 


US ON 
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trace of ſociety; he even propoſed that 
they ſhould abandon their arms an 
chene n truſt Pry) to chance. its 


4 


This he was prevailed upon to give 


up, by the obſervance that the Indians 


were not ſo diveſted of all art as to be 


without arms, theſe being neceſſary in 


a roaming life to are rod themſelves 


food. 


"Howes PPV whe had no with to 


return without his niece, complied with 


all the ſublime whims of theſe great 
men ; and though he was far from 
being in perfett health, he attended 
them through the dreary labyrinths of 
an almoſt impaſſable foreſt, where hun- 
ger and thirſt were Kaner conſtant com- 
panions. fg 

For near ten days they did not "6h a 
ſingle human being except themſelves. 
„ had oP in with a drove of 


a” 


buffaloes, | 
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buffaloes, on one of which they made 
a. plentiful repaſt. Their ſhoes were 
already worn out, and the green hide 
bound with thongs ſupplied the place; 
. though they now ran conſiderable 
hazard from the ſwarms of ſnakes which 
baſked in the ſan, or hung from the 
trees like caterpillars in an Engliſh 
hedge. Frederick being the talleſt, had 
received ſeveral ſevere eontuſions from 
the boughs of the trees, and the infinite 
ſwarms of muſcatoes which ſeemed to 
u the dix, goaded the . "Wy 


* 


OG 


a e they accidentally fell in 
with, ran awry from them in terror, — 
In the woods they found ſeveral ſke- 
letons, which, from their mutilated 
ſtate, appeared to have been killed in 
beute. 


_ © Itis very fingular,” ſaid Frederick, 
8 that even theſe ſavages, who are very 
| mile | 


eu VaGaron,  rhq = 


little more advanced in civil life than 
ouran-outangs, Og * 1 much. 


| in war. 


* 


: War, replied Stupeo, is conge- 
nial to human nature :—what, are all 


the civiliſed ſtates that now exiſt im- 
merſed in voluptuouſneſs and floath?— 
All the manly virtues are loſt, when” 
arts and ſciences are cultivated. Look 


back to the ancients—the Celtæ, the 


Danes, the Goths, the Scytheans, and 
all thoſe hardy tribes who lived only in 
war, we ſhall there find all the heroic 
virtues, the contempt of danger, the 
| bravery of ſeaſons, the generoſity of 


friendſhip, and the gallantry to the fair, 
ſo peculiar to the times of chivalry— 
all theſe are the children of a_ ſtate of 
perpetual war.“ 


141 


8 1 thought,” bade Doctor, % | 
held gallantry in contempt, as a pu- 


Vo. . 5 Glanimous 


\ 
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; filanimous_ trifling, unworthy a great 
mind; and rhat particular friendſhips 
. are an outrage. i political juſ- 
tice,” | 


80 I do, cried Stupeo? *and who 
54 ever knew me retract a once ad- 
vanced ??. | 


55 But how 6 you i reconcile the con- 
tradiQion?” 


— 


A toro can robenjeite ery 
thing. The new philoſophy is founded 
upon the broad expanded baſis of uni- 

verſal truth; it eſtabliſhes principles not 
all the powers of kings and prieſts ſhall 
overthrow, much leſs 4 few « contra- 

| CN. 


| This anal debate was interrupted by 
ſome female ſcreams. The DoQor 


1 cocked bis rille piece, and the whole 


CO cc Mt company 


ll 


5 rug ""VAGABOND. DE 1% 
company moved towards the place, 
where, in a little retreat, they ſaw an 


| Indian ſeverely beating two women | with 


_— 
a 


5 „This i is very e PR FOLD 15 
laid Doktor Alogos, this is a warlike 
people; but let us inquire what is the 
reaſon of this W 


Their black rn Mungoi who un- 
derſtood the dialect of the five nations, 
inquired the u of the chaſtiſe- 
ment. Ny 


\ 


1 


8 Boop I Gee it, ſaid the In- 
dian: I have a great mind to ſhoot 
them both with my arrow.” 


** 


8 Well, ur you have ſome cauſe for 


your anger,” ſaid the Doctor, through _ 


the medium of Mungo. To be ſure I 


bave:—1I ordered them to ſhoot ſome 
plovers for my dinner, while I was 


12S, painting | 
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; ; painting myſelf with this delightful blue, 
and they return to tell me they can 
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find none. 


I ſuppoſe,” ſaid the Doctor, you 


are related to them? They are my 
wives. One of them is very young.“ 


— She is my daughter*.'—* What, do 


you uſe your daughter as a wife 


Fo be be ſure I do—have not I the 
moſt right to my own? Does not Na- 
ture and the great Manetaw of the lakes 


rell us to do fo?” 555 


« We muſt 1 ſaid the 


Dodtor, this is very ſtrange : — the 
women appear univerſally to be ſlaves 
to the men; but, alas! what a mere 
brute is man, when ſome greater law 
than his on will does not curb. his 


3 * See * s N arrative, Cook lO Voyages, Lof 
of the Groſvenor, e. 4 


e 4 1 ons, 


oſs 


Ns. 
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paſſions. If this be liberty, bind me 1 | 


Op to a 2 galley dar.“ 


s 1 624 nothing Ang in all this, 
ſaid Stupeo. * Theſe men are ignorant 
of the ſublime doctrines of philoſophy 
—they do things without. ſeeing their 
fitneſs, and therefore may err a little in 
promoting univerſal good; for inſtance, I: 
what is there unnatural in this revultion 

of kindred; is it not a common praftice . 


with animals?“ | 


What IEEE} principles,” ſaid 


Alogos : © how would it be poflible to 


rear brothers and fiſters to maturity i p* 


) That's s none os my buſineſs) vol 


Stupeo ; I do not concern myſelf with 


trifles.“ = : 1 „ 7 f 3 


Doctor Alogos felt the truth of this 
x nd ; and Ow witneſſed the bril-⸗ 
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hant virtues of a warlike nation in n dhe 
ſavage ſtate, he concluded that the 
whole human ſpecies was under ſome 
dreadful curſe, for inſanity ſeemed to 
enge all their actions. 


The following day they croſſed a 


large ſavannah, where they could not 
procure the "ſmalleſt ſuſtenance; and 
in the evening, tired and exhauſted, 
they arrived at a little ſettlement of | 


Indians. 


85 Nou, 


* cried Frederick, in rips, 
© we ſhall behold genuine hoſpitality ; 
we ſhall ſee pure nature, unſophiſticated 


ON the vices of lociety . 


* 
o 


They FP 99, of an Indian, in an 
humble tone, ſome. hoe-cake, but re- 
ceived for anſwer, that they had ſcarcely 
ſufficient for themſelves, and a demand 


of ſome of their arms, 


* 


This 


This was very unexpeted to theſe 
philoſophers, who, notwithſtanding their 
knowledge of human nature, of ten made 


egregious miſtakes, and finding pity 


and hoſpitality - alike. unknown, they 


bargained for a ſupply of proviſions, 
in Wa for a brace. of N and 


5 2 


1 o# Theſe PAR | ſaid Stupeo, Th muſt 


have been contaminated by trading with 


Europeans, at leaſt they poſſeſs the 


virtues of ſacred friendſhip ; | with 
them TE: "gy" of oaths is unne- | 


5 Shared | friendfhipt* did Doftor 


Alogon you are a profound philoſo- 


pher—you can acknowledge what you 
ſtand in need of: you deny and affirm - 
juſt as it ſuits your wr conveni- 


ence.“ 
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* 


* 


1 And what i is the uſe: of words, re- 
turned the other, if we are not to turn 


; them to our own advantage 285 


| Having with difcolty ks leave 


to repofe in one of the wigwams, they 
made many inquries into the fituation 
of the country, but received no fatis- 


factory anſwer, and from the tone of 
their dialect, they appeared to be a 
tribe beyond any that had immediate 


connection with Europeans. They lay 


down upon ſome long graſs; their 
wearineſs cauſed them to ſleep particu- 
larly ſound, and they were not a little 


amazed to find in the morning moſt of 


their clothes fiolen, with two. of their 
fowling pieces. 


80 much for. favage dar and | 
juſtice,” ſaid. Alogos: they are a par- 
cel of raſcally thieves, and where is 
their ſacred 1 in leaving us 

„„ oe 


3. 


THE VAGABOND\.. 1 
here to periſh in a wild, without arms or 
clothes; for we have ſaved nothing . 


what we kept on our. backs, or con- 
cealed beneath the gory at the W N 


of Mungo.“ B 


In the firſt place,” ſaid Stupeo © we 
have no right to complain, they have 
not taken our lives, which, from our 
imprudence, was in their power: and in 

the ſecond, we miſtake terms. In ſo- 


ciety, I grant this would be called a 


robbery, but, amongſt the children of 
nature, it is only taking from another 
what they want to uſe themſelves: they - 


have not our ideas of particular pro 
perty “ 


- 


© It ſeems to me however,” fai 


Frederick, that they were conſcious: 


of injuſtice, or they would not all have 


departed in this. ſneaking way. 1 be- 


gin to think the TOM {tate of man 
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178 THE VAGABOND. | 
is not conduRted on philoſophical prin- | 

1 1 
That is what 1 have 935 faying 5 
all the time,” cried Stupeo. Liſten 
while I explain to you the progreſs of 
human nature, from groſs darkneſs to 
ſuperſtition ; from ſuperſtition to the 
great light of truth; and from thence 
to philoſophical ignorance, WINCH is the 

e W 1 real . 


5 ; "you mi * a well talk of the light 
darkneſs of the full noon of night, 
cried the Doctor in a rage, —© PN 
demonſtrate it,” cried- Stupeo.—“ You 
contradict. yourſelf,” * ſaid Frederick; 
OY IDO that e 


8 8 You may prove the 2. : Laid Stu- 
: peo, if you will, but you an' t overturn 
my argument, which is founded on the 


5 92 broad baſis of truth and univerſal man.“ 


C What, 
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*W 


CHAPTER VIE 


* 

THE VAGABONDS ARRIVE AT A PER= 
FECT REPUBLIC ON THE PRINC1=- 
PLES OF EQUALITY AND POLITICAL 
JUSTICE. 


Ovur troop of philoſophical vaga- 
bonds ſet out, they knew not whither, 
and had not gone far before they found, 


expoſed beneath a tree, an Indian child, 


4 


puny, weak, and almoſt expiring. 


f Behold 1 cried Alogos, ihe hs. | 


nity of ſavages! this, I ſuppoſe, 18 


JS Rn el parental 
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parental care. This poor wretch is ſo 
ill-formed, that it will take too much 
trouble to rear; and ſavages have too 
many wants to ſupply, and are too ig- 
norant of phyfic to encumber them 
ſelves with a fickly infant. 


© It is a glorious practice, exclaimed 
Stupeo; and ſhews them to be, in 
fad, more humane than ourſelves. Of 
what value is life with an unbealtby or 
deformed perſon? We are, in ſuch a 
caſe, a burden to ourlelyes and to 
others.” 


But how many great heroes and 
philoſophers have had very little per- 
fons,' ſaid Doctor Alogos. © I do not 
apprehend the human mind to be in 
admeaſurement to the proweſs of the 
body—lo far from it, that men of bril- 
liant genius, have moſt frequently been 
of weak conſtitutions; the hardy and 
robuſt being too full of animal ſpirits 

TE” 15 pete | to 
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to be contented with ſpeculations, and 
why may we not find, in this very 
cuſtom, the reaſon that Indians remain 
in a ſtationary ſtate, as they deprive 


themſelves of theſe e of intel⸗ 


lea? 0 | 
— 0 N. . ; , 4 ! 4 : 2 ; 5 . 4 
6 "* . 


It explains to me, did Frederick, 
ce bat 1 had attributed to their manner 


of life and want of luxuries. It is eaſy 
to have none but people of ſtrength 
and vigour, if all that are otherwiſe be 
; aca pas in infancy.” 


Experience, replied Alogos, with 


a deep ſigh, is the beſt ſchool, but the 
miſchief is, that thoſe who are yet well, 
vill not take warning by OE, till 
5 OD Aer themſelves. 


For forts | Us ey continued to 
wander, more than once encountering 


a few ſtraggling Indians, - who attempted 
to convince. them, that in a ſtate of 


nature, 
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nature, force was the only law, and 
paſſion the only ſtandard of right. They 
came at length to a great chain of moun- 

tains, extremely barren, and placed in 
ſuch confuſion, that they appeared ſcat- 
tered __ the hand of tempeſt. 


— 


\ — * 


They had continued their” journey, 
merely from the reſtleſs ſpirit of ram- 
bling, and the dread they felt of return- 


ing to their delightful farm of Clarens. 


They now debated whether they ſhould 
climb the ſummit, or take ſome other 
route; but the expeQation of behold- 
ing an entire new country, invited them 
to labour at the ſteep. They were by 
this time ſo accuſtomed to hardſhip, 
that a trifle could not intimidate them, 


and jn three days they gained the een TE 
tion Fe” the mountains. 1 


They 9 upon "th 98560 be- 
neath them, which was much ſuperior 
to their expeQation. A fine level 
N 3 WWLL 
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country, interſperſed with gentle ſet. 
lings, and interſected with limpid 
ftreams, watering extenſive groves, pre- 
fented itſelf. Amongſt the groves ap- 
peared high ſpires and lofty domes, 
evidently the W of 1 Ingeni- 
ous ee 


The e e were enraptured, 
8 wearied themſelves in conjeftures 
of what region they could be advanced 
to. They waited impatiently for the 
morning, when they began to unravel 
the mazes which wound down from the 
mountains, and it was the enſuing day 
| before they reached the baſe. _ 

They then refreſhed themſelves with 
fome fine fruit, which feemed to grow 
neglected, and proceeded forward to- 
wards the great piles of buildings which 
mey had ſeen from far. They over- 
took a man who was flowly walking, 

with his eyes bent upon the ground, 
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as if in deep ſtudy, and totally naked. 
Our philoſophers were therefore not put 
out of countenance by their own ragged | 
1 1 | 


* 


Door Alogos accoſted him in vari- 
ous languages, but without being under- 
ſtood, when the man inquired in He- 
brew what they were, and how they 

came into that country,—* Why do you 
walk naked?” ſaid the DoQor. | Z 


© Becauſe we have nobody to make 

clothes.'—" How do you employ your- 

felves?' - 1 am en the as; 
good.” 


© Studying the public good !* repeat- 
ed the Doctor: © you are then a legiſ- 
lator of the country? No, I am a 
private individual; but it is the place 
of every man to ſtudy to promote the 
public good.“ 
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Having paſſed this politician, who 


ſeemed unwilling to ſpeak much, our 


vagabonds diſputed' with themſelves on 


the nature of the country, which they 


thought very ſtrange, eſpecially as they 
met ſeveral perſons employed ſtudying 
the public good. A man ſtriking a tree 
ſometimes with his fiſt, and then with 


his head, induced the Doctor to inquire 


the meaning of ſo ſingular an aftion,— 


What are you doing ?* ſaid the Doc- 


tor, —* I am endeavouring to drive 


this os out of. my path. ' That is 
not an idea,” ſaid the Doctor, that's 
1 reality.. All things are ideas,” re- 


plied the man: every thing which ap- 


pears to exiſt, is merely an idea: we 
cannot prove that there is reality, bo- 


dy, Wanderer ene enen, or any: ſuch 


* 


= Very 2 aid the Dogor:; 1 
fancy before you have beat that idea 


in form of a tree, out of your way, 


1 | you 


Mn VAGABOND. ; 187 


* 


you will have an idea gf. a fractured 


kun? . 


As 8 1 FR the high.” 
road, the hedges of which were fallen in- 
to decay, they overtook a troop of peo- 
ple, who were moving a tree by means 
of a machine ; the. greater part ſtood 
" idle, while five or ſix furthered the 


work; Doctor Alogos enquired of the 
neareſt what was the name of the coun- 
try. The man.pauſed for ſome time, 
at length replied I do not think fit 


for the publicd good to/anſwer you 
will reflect upon it.. While he ſtoocd 
_ refleQing, he was called by his com- 
rades; — the firſt gang of labourers 
retifing for another to take their 


places. 


* It is aſtoniſhing how ridiculous and even irra- 


tional the new doctrines appear, when taken from 
the page of cs dey 8, and contraſted with prac | 


tice, | 
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The travellers. proceeded onwards 
towards, the great city. They per- 
ceived ſome builders repairing an houſe, 
which, from its ſingular conſtruction, 
engaged their attention. While they 
ſtood admiring, all the labourers gave 
over work. A man, who was half 
- way up aladder;; fixed his burden on 
an hook, which ſeemed there on pur- 
poſe. Some men winding up a crane, 


fixed the pulley upon a catch, and left 
the beam hanging in the air. The whole 


Party. ſauntered away different ways, 
and a new ſet advancingybegan to labour. 
The travelters reflected on this incident, 
remaining ſtationary for ſome time, In 
half an hour this new ſet of builders 
"retired like the former, and another 
der advanced. | 
© This is a curious mode of building,” 
ſaid the DoRor.— It ſeems an equal 
diviſion of labour, ſaid Stupeo; © 1 
dare 


THE. va Ao p. 189 


dare fay we are arrived at laſt in” IK 


country of philoſophers,” | 


But at this. rate an N vill not 


be finiſhed in ten years: the public 


good does not ſeem 98 promoted by 


this means.“ 


| They „ on, uns hs on one 


ade of the road a ſmith's ſhop. They 


pauſed to ſee if labour was here equally: 
divided. Some iron in the fire was 
heated to a proper heat, taken out, and 
laid upon the anvil, when the man who 
was working left it there and marched 


away. Another took his place, but the 


welding heat was loſt, and the iron was 
returned * to the fire. | 


A man 8 near them in deep 


thought, and the Doctor ventured to 


inquire the ſubje@ of his reflection.— 


* 1 am debating,” replied he, whether 


it will be * to e om that 1 
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ſhould help balf an hour at getting in 
the harveſt, or labour half an hour at 
building the new granary ; I have ſpent 
all the morning in conſidering, and 
cannot determine.” 


3 Then it is neceſſary to do one? 
Ves, it has been proved in a volum- 
nious book of political juſtice; that, 
in the old ſyſtem of things, the labour 
which was performed by a certain num- 
; ber of the lower people, could be done 
in balf an hour's labour, for each in- 
dividual per diem“. But I don't know 
how it is, ſince we are all equal, and all 
labourers, and all ſtudying the public 
good, our country 1s going rapidly to 
decay. An houſe that uſed to be 
built in threee months, is not now done 
in as many years; and as to works 
of e is: found utterly impoſ⸗- 


* Godwin s Political J afice, 35 edition chap, 
alſo n, page 163. 


able | 


” % 
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ſible. for different ſets of workmen to 
paint a piQure, write a book, or Anil | 


A device.” Z 


4 


= . leaſt; obſerved he W 1 


* you might provide yourſelves clothes,” 


c We do manufacture ſome coarſe 


canvaſs, but it is a matter of prodi- 


gious difficulty, for no man vill work 
more than half an hour; and the hands 


vVanted from the ſowing of the ſeed, till 
it is finiſhed in the web and faſhioned 


to. the, body, is aſtoniſhing, for it is 


ſtrange how ſtupid the people grow lince 8 


one man knows err thing,“ 


— 


« That is ao extellent remark,” ſaid | 


the Doctor: more good is produced 


in ſociety, by the diverſity of genius, _ 
than if each individual were endowed _ 


with a {mall but equal proportion,” 


A weh perſonage with a fall piece 
of 
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of coarſe canvaſs. round his ho. 4. 
vanced, and ſeeing the travellers, eour- 

teouſly inquired whence TY came, and 
e W were ' going. 


* We have a PN Caid the 
Doftor, © to vilit that great-city which 


riſes before us—we-are ſtrangers, and 
not a little ſurpriſed at Rs of 


| your e 


Vou hes chr ſaid the 8 
whole : name was Parecho, 0 the utmoſt 


limits of human perſedtion: you fee a 


people who had arrived at the height 


in various arts and ſciences, ſo 
ſo, chat ſcarcely a peaſant who laboured 


in the field, but could read the divine 
books of our anceſtors: we were ſur- 


rounded with mountains, which pre- 
vented the invaſions of an hoſtile foe, 


but ſtill we were not happy. It-was 
' thought that the rich lived in volup- 


tuous . on the *. of the 


Poor, 
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poor, and that we ſhould never be 
happy till the moſt —_— Mane Was 


eſtabliſhed. 


© It would. be .endleſs to. enumerate 
the devices. of a ſet of madmen and 
knaves, who ſtunned the peoples ears 
perpetually with {ſyſtems ſo. impraQti- 


cable, that mankind muſt have been 
re-modelled to ſuit them; and indeed 


ſeveral treatiſes were written, and ſeve- 


ral experiments tried to chan ge the very 
conſtitution of the human nature. It 
was proved that no man could die if 


fear and prejudice had not prepared his 


mind for death; and conſequently it fol- 


prejudice was to become immortal. 


1 It vas proved clearly, by | ſome | 
ſyſtemiſers, that the people ought, with. _ 


out exemption, to have a right of voting 


and ſending delegates' to our Council 5 
of the Elders, and that new LPS 
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tives ſhould be choſen. every year. Not 
to ſay any thing of the riots, debauchery, 
and exceſs, which diſgraced the whole 
nation at thoſe periods, it was ſoon 


found that ſcarce any man of real 


worth and learning was returned to the 
Council. Thoſe who were moſt extra- 
vagant, and could tickle the rude hu- 


mours of a mob, were choſen repre- 


ſentatives. The lower: orders likewiſe 


took pleaſure in ſending ſome of their 


own claſs, and perſons of the meaneſt 
deſeription were elected in a drunken 
frolic. Theſe repreſentatives would, 
however, have been cyphers, if any 


proportion had been preſerved, and 
Vould very ably have repreſented their 


conſtituents : — but the great miſchief 


aroſe from the middle claſs of ſociety, 
who, in point of numbers were nearly 
equal, and in point of influence more. 


than equal; for, if a man had any do- 
meſtics or journeymen, theſe. were ne- 
ceſſiated to vote with their maſter, and 
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hob maſters were univerſally influenced 
by the powers of oratory. - Any man 
who could rant and declaim was certain 


of their ſupport, and our great Coun- 
cil became like the forum of the an- 
cients, where a demagogue could work 
the people into paſſion, and lead them 


to any prepoſterous ſcheme 15. den 
cied. 


© The influence of the crown was 


| ſoon overturned: — the people were 
_ deluded with the oftenfible proſpe& of 
liberty, which none of them could de- 


ſcribe; and their leaders throwing off 


the maſk, a civil war enſued, in which 
near a million of people periſhed. ' The 
royal family was deſtroyed; the ariſto- 


cracy nearly annihilated, for the nobles _ 


adhered to the crown, from which their 


honours were derived; and the rich 
were compelled to divide their proper- 
Ys or were proſcribed, and the moſt 

| | mocking 


— 
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5 Decking exceſſes took place; MY 
ing: which, all men of any property 
were in danger of deſtrugtion*. Equa- 


_ In every. ſenſe of the word was to be 
| - eſtabliſhed, 


For the information of the reader, I will tran- 

ſcribe a picture of the domiciliary viſits at Paris, 
from Mr. Peltier's Dernier, Tableaux de Paris, 
printed in London. At ten o'clock at night groups 
of ſoldiers, placed at the angles of all the ſtreets, 
arreſted whoever was yet found ſtraying about. 
Two hours had not yet been ſufficient for thoſe who 
ſought a place of ſecrecy and ſurety againſt the Y 
midable inquiſition. The buſband fled from his 
wife, and the father from his children, whom he 
preſſed to his boſom, thinking it was for the laſt 
time. Every one thinks himſelf accuſed : every one 
fears that amongſt their viſitors will be found an 
enemy or @ ſpy, or a ſervant who will diſcover his 
place of refuge, One flies to the moſt diſtant quar- 
ter, of the city, here one 1s received, there one is 
repulſed, and the fatal moment which approaches 
doubles the inquietude and anxiety, Decency is in 
a degree violated: by friendſhip :—here the brother 
ſhares the bed of his ſiſter, and there chaſtity and 
virtue implores an aſylum from vice; and many 
185 hoe _ been without a ſtain, ſeek ſecurity 
under 
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eſtabliſhed, and all laws; ſacred and ci- 
vil, were abrogated. All things valua- 
ble and curious loſt their worth, becauſe 
there was no longer a market. If a 
man worked, or if he remained idle, 
food and raiment was all he had to ex- 
pect; and genius in one hour ſeemed 


blaſted ro N r land. 


No man would work for his neigh. _ 

| bours, . becauſe the reward deſtroyed 
the juſt balance of equality. It was 
found that no work could be done 
without having ſome ſubordinate claſs, 
like the Helots, who did the drudgery 

of the Spartans. This in our coun- 
try not being praQticable; and thyy wo- 
men having declared themſelves no longg- 
er dependents on the men, but equal in 
coy point, it was reſolved to lubjest 


a the curtains of profiitution. "Every ike 
perſons and property are concealed, every where 
the interrupted ſounds of the muffled hammer are 
heard ſtriking with a ſlow and fearful ſtroke. 
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them by force to the labour neceſſary 
for providing food, raiment, and ſhelter 
for the community, while the men 
ſhould be employed ſtudying the public 
good. a 4 Fes? 1 We 

- © The female ſex ſoon drooped under 
this uſage, and entreated to be rein- 


ſtated in the ancient, ſlavery, for they 


found the rough employments not only 
ſpoil their features, and render them 


objects of indifference, but they were 


incapable of building houſes, and other 


| - laborious exertions. The whole labour 
of the nation was now at a ſtand, till a 


prodigious great philoſopher obſerved, 


that Wie all men neceſſiated to work, 
the labour would ſcarcely be felt by 


It was computed, that under the 


old regime, one twentieth of the people 
bad been employed in agriculture. If 
then this were divided, 1t would amount 


to 
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to half an hour a day: no one would. 
ſhrink from this — nothing could be 
fairer — but, how was this to be en- 
forced? For it had been proved by 
this ſame great man, in a very elaborate 
and verboſe book of political juſtice, 
that” no people could repreſent or be repre- 
ſented that no man could give his 
vote away by delegation, and the N 
believed bam,” 


3 have no doubt of it, ſaid Doctor 
Alogos. My companions are very 
great philoſophers, and made me believe 7 
wongertul impraktibilities. | 


—— 
r 
. 


« Well, [red Parecho, © anar- 
chy and maſſacre would have been the 
_ conſequence, if a few men had not 
ſeized themſelves the helm of buſineſs, 
and declared themſelyes cenſors gens. 
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"© What will the advocates for a repreſentative 
eas ſay to this doctrine of Mr, Godwin 
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. ral. This was s by no means difficult, 
for they had only to talk more about 

the public good, and profeſs principles 
more hyperbolical than the philoſophers, 1 
fo lead the People voy way.” 


It ihe naturally have been ſup- 
| Poſed, that genius would have rouſed 
itſelf from the torpor of an equality 
with dulneſs; but there remained no 
ſtimulant, no man being allowed to 
enjoy greater conveniencies or luxuries 
| than another, and therefore labours of 
ingenuity loſt their reward. Every 
Tpecies of _ was cruſhed at once, 


becauſe it is the nature of trade to 
amaſs, nal the nature of equality 1 
1 „ 5 


Sn 


5 . metropolis, to which we are 
advancing, is daily ſinking into decay. 
Nothing new is projefted—all our arts 
are falling into oblivion, as children are 

. 5 
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not Wwe to employ their attention 
on any one thing in particular, but to 
be provided at five-and- twenty, well 
regulated, active, and prepared to learn“; 
thus while they pretend to learn every 
thing, they learn nothing, for the hu- 
man mind 1s of narrow extent, and the 
next generation will be within a ade 
of en 1 


4 


| Dui this diſcourſe they had reach- 
ed the precindts of a large and vener- 
able city, but evidently under a rapid 
decay. The moft diſguſting” filth co 
vered the ſtreets, emitting a ſhocking 
and mephetic - vapour. The people 
were all naked, marked with extreme 
| dejeQion, and half the houſes were 
{ſhut up F. 

© What 


Pp Godwin < Enquirer, page 5. 


| + The reader is referred to Dr. Meyer: 8 n | 
fur Paris tranſlated into French by Dumounier, 
| K . wenne 
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- What is the reaſon of this ” faid 
"the. Doctor; © we generally impute the 
decreaſe of population to the perni- 
cious effects of ſedentary and mechs- 
nical employ.” 


c 101 1s diſeaſe, mating parecho: our 
pbyſicians have forgot their ſkill, and 
no new. ſtudents can be reared from: the 
want of oftenſible reward, and ſome 
diſtindtion to talent. | 


C 3 humanity, one would 
ſuppoſe; ſhould ſtimulate them to. pro- 
mote the public wry ſaid the Doc- 


tor. 


* Very likely, anſwered Parecho, _ 
© but common humanity will not teach 
men fxill, there muſt be a laborious 


where he will find a true but wretched deſcription | 
of a country labouring under the 1 of the new 
Fab, | 

8 exer- 
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exertion of mind, and that cannot be 
the caſe when we have ſo. many other 
demands,. and the man of genius 1s loſt 
in the promiſcuous crowd. We were 
told indeed that genius was to be the 
only claim to diſtinction; but it was 
ſoon found, that where all was equal, 


there could be no diſtinction, and ge- 


nious had no means of expanding.“ 


I begin to think,” ſaid the Doktor, 
that at leaſt there muſt be two orders 
in ſociety, thoſe who project, and thoſe 


who execute; for no man will project 
when he muſt execute himſelf, and 


where no reward is to be gained _ 
rior to food and raiment.“ 


, „But if you allow rewards,” ſaid 


Parecho, equality is ſapped to the 


foundation; you introduce luxury, and 
property riſes to its old ſtandard. Be- 


fide, how many fools would ſhare it 
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with the men of genius, without any 
merit a their own.” 


Surely, 150 Alogos, have 1 
not a right to do what I will with 
the wealth I have honeſtly acquired? 
May not- the chief ſtimulus to my ac- 


tions have been this very privilege of 

rendering a fooliſh thick-brained ſon 

my heir? — It ſtrikes me that your 

preſent ſyſtem cannot rag conti- 
u 


nue your people will not be ſufficient 
to the taſk of gathering in a pentiful 


harveſt, os 3 


5 ene in the extreme replied 
Parecho, poſſeſſes every man, ſo much 
fo, that the very cares of connubial 


. affeftion are become burthenſome, and 


I have actually heard a man debate 
with his wife, whether half an hour was 


not too much labour for the human 


Economy.“ 


5 nd | 5 
. K 5 a ; 
1 . 5 ; = * { 7 
| 


— 
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. My companions,” ſaid the Doctor, 
©are two very great philoſophers, ang. 
not quite ſo ſublime in their ideas, — 
Their ſyſtem of equality goes to a right 
of poſſeſſing any of the ſex, and 1 dare 
ſay they will not object to the cuſtom of 
your country, in labouring half an hour 
for the cabins good.” 25 : 
bo By this time they arrived in a great 
ſquare, it was about noon, and our tra- 
yellers. began to be hungry at ſight of 
ſome large piles of loaves, cakes, and 
ſruits.—* We do not eat in common,” 
laid Parecho, © becauſe we are not 
obliged to be hungry at the ſame time, 
but each comes to this repoſi tory, and 
takes what he wants.“ | + 


* Some may | eat double to | others, , 
| obſerved the Doctor; how do you ma- 
. chat Fs 


7 At firſt there were e many debates, 
but 


er #95  - 


D 
2 #8 


ha 1 ** * 1222 
A 2 


— 
. | ä GG . rag ee r 
ee I EE Ne I ON IO CE ICON I pb — — - SR et 3 SIE VEIN 1 — =o , 


— —— — 
— — — 


1 


. * 
— 2—ñ1 — 


. 2x n - n 
CIO T 


DOI 

8 ot 
r 
7 2 0. — 


4 | 


1 
. 
4 
1 7 
.. 
4 
£8 <0, 
N r } 
4 4 IR 
i 
by d 
Y 
1 7 
14 
\ EK 
\ 
" 


— — — — — 


— 


2 
62 
MH 
K* 

5 
55 


= — — — 
— — - hin 


_ BED 
—_ ts ca Loco. 


4 
——— 
” 


| 205 THE VAGA BOND. 


but it being urged that the labour 


of all being equal, thoſe who eat lit- 
tle could not be injured, as they could 
do nothing with their ſuperfluous earn | 
ings. | 


c "It's very fingular,” ſaid Stupeo, 


(the Doctor interpreting) * that ſuch 
an admirable inſtitution ſhould have 


ſuch a ſtrange effect. Is your govern- 
ment patriarchial, monarchial, tyran- 
nical, ariſtocratical, oligarchial, or re- 


publican?“ 


| 0 It is republican, replied Parecho. 
— 'Then I will maintain,“ faid Stupeo, 
that it is the beſt poſſible form; every 


thing is for and by the people them- 


ſelves, and they are not taxed to pro- 
vide for others.” 


: Taxes, replied Parecho, * if within 
moderation, and not ſent out of the 
country, are like the returning moĩſture 
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of che dews. Titles, wealth, and ho- 
nours, are incentives to exertion, like 
prizes amongſt ſchool-boys;—and, to 

ſpeak a truth, the maſs of mankind are 
only On 2 children.” 


8 And why?“ cried Stupeo,in triumph; 
_ © becauſe they: are held in ee 
ignorance.” 


© I will maintain, ſaid Frederick, 
«© that men are more bappy ignorant 
than half learned: they will then fol- 
low the purſuits of real life, and are 
ſatisfied with. the. comforts within their 
reach. I am almoſt tired of ſpecula- 
tion.“ 1950 


It is true,“ ſaid Parecho, wich a 
languid ſmile, that your greateſt ſtick- 
lers for freedom, if they ſee their folly, 
become as great champions for ſlavery, 

always in extremes. Under our former 
| government, 
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government, which was a limited mo. 
narchy, we had every gradation in ſo- 
ciety. It was obſerved, that the very 
rich, and the very poor ranks rarely 
produced great men. It was from the 
various ſhades of middle life theſe aroſe, 
and to judge of our real liberty, I will 
obſerve to you the genera] routine of 
property. A man of talents, in humble 
life, generally raiſed himſelf to inde- 
pendence ; his ſon continuing his track, 
or. purſuing his maxims, became rich; 
his grandſon claimed titles and honours, 
and blazed in the zenith of power; but 
his great grand-ſon generally ſquandered 
the eſtates, and the family again ſunk, to 
riſe after two or three 1 


a #7. That is exaQly as it is in Great 
Britain, ſaid Dottor . 


3 Se: cried Stupeo, © is om- 
nipotent. It is ſelf-demonſtrated that 
that 
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chat government which is inſtituted by 
and for the people, is for che benefit 
of the people, and equality * is as ne- 


ceſſary to ending liberty as air is to 
life.“ 


© But here, ſaid the Doctor, is an 
example. — Examples have nothing to 
do with rational principles and meta- 
phyſical ee 


1 Do the people always prefer their 
own good? inquired Parecho. Do 
they not cut each others throats to-day, 
for what they deſpiſe to-morrow ? Are 
they ever conſtant to one point? Is it 


I know many of the new ſchool will ſay that I 
' miſrepreſent the meaning of equality, that they do 
not mean equality of property, but equality of 
rights: the truth is, they mean both, though the. 
faireſt pretence is held out, Are not titles and dif _ - 
tinctions property? But that is not where they 
would ſtop, as every man of common. intelligence 


knows. 


poſſible | 
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- poſſible then that ſuch a maſs of con- 
_ tradition ſhould govern (itſelf ? Look 
at this wretched half. peopled city, aban- 


doned to idleneſs and vice, for it is 
neceſſary the human mind ſhould be 
employed, and when it is not in good, 
it is in evil. It is only indolence pre- 


vents this people cutting each others 


throats; as it is, there ſcarcely paſſes a 
day without ſome violent atrocity, and 


two or three ſuicides.” 


75 


c But i is there no means to ſtimulate 


them to ſome. great action? ſaid the 
Doctor; © and; again introducing ariſ- 


tocracy, for to me ariſtocracy appears 
the univerſal government; for, moſt 
certainly the fele& poſleſſors of the 


greateſt power and connection, govern. 
the monarch by' their ſtrength and ad- 


vice, or the people by their influence | 


andi Intrigues. 


VV 
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5A government,” replied Parecho, 


© te; be invulnerable againſt the attacks 
of time, and for the benefit of every 
individual, muſt be like a pyramid, riſing 

from a broad baſe to a point. The 
greateſt portion of mankind will of ne- 
ceſſity be mean; theſe are the baſe, and 


every advance higher is to the benefit 
of the claſs or ſtructure, till we riſe to 


a ſolitary point, which finiſhes the work. 
We may indeed make other forms of 
 ftruQture, but no one without a baſe: if 


it is all baſe, all equality, there can be 
no building, and of all buildings, the 
pyramidical is found to reſiſt longeſt tbe 


deſtruQion of the elements. Had Na- 
ture deſigned men to be equal, (in ex- 


ception to all other produdtions,) ſhe | 
would have endowed them wich equal 


ſtature, proweſs, and intelleQ.” 


Turning the corner of the ſtreet, they 


ſaw a man ſtanding on a tub, declaiming 


to a concourſe of naked people, — 
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= This, faid Parecho, © 1s ONE of our 


philoſophers — ve will hear him a mo- 8 
mem.“ 1 


10 Citizens 1* ſaid the 8 e let 
us never forget ihe glorious day of our 


emancipation from ſlavery, when a new 


area, a new epoch, ever to be celebrated 
in the annals of man, began; when a 


great people ſet aſide at once every 
ſpecies of government, allotted each in- 


dividual his ſhare in the terreſtial globe, 


and ſet their feet upon the necks of 


trade and commerce. Theſe two mon- 


ſters are happily ſtrangled, and exulting 


men heard their expiring groans. Now, 


citizens, no man labours for others, it 


is all for himſelf, and he may enjoy the 
fruits of it beneath his own vine, and 


under his own fig-tree. The ſun of 
ſcience has ariſen, and darkneſs flies 


before her to the borders of the univerſe. 
Where ſhall we ſtop? Who ſhall ſet 
bounds to our purſuits? Yes, you will 

| wonder 
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8 at the diſcoveries of intellect. ö 


This earth upon which we ſtand, is prov- 


ed to be no bigger in reality than an apri- 
cot, ſo wonderful are the deceptions f 
our ſenſes. What is matter compoſed of 


but particles ad infinitum ? And theſe are 
united by attration, ſo that attraction 
is, in fa, the only cauſe of bulk or 
_ extenſion, But, have we not magnifying 


glaſſes, which make an inſet appear | 


as big as a cart-horſe? And what are 

our eyes but magnifying glaſſes, which 
| ſo deceive us, that what we take for 
men fix feet high, and foreſts riſing to 
the clouds, are nothing more than im- 
perceptible animals upon a peach, to 
whom the down appears in their eyes, 
large. trees? Who after this will give 


credit to their ſenſes? Who will not ; 


doubt every thing Citizens, I have 


an amazing improvement to offer your _ 
reflection—it requires your aſſiſtance, 
as the artiſt will not be able to complete 
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it in leſs than a thouſand days, with 
fix changes of twenty hands per day, 
which will only be one hundred and 
twenty, a number that will do little more 


| than plant an acre of garlic. This 
grand invention is a plough, which will 
work by itſelf, ploughs three acres of 


ground in ten minutes, reaps it at the 


lame time, and thraſhes it out into 


bins. Thus, citizens, we ſee the effects 
of the human mind when untrammelled 
by tyrants, and thus ſhall mind over- 
come matter, inſomuch, that I will ven- 


ture to pronounce a ſolemn fact, that 
we ſhall ſhortly be able to make auto- 
matons, to do every act of labour the 


human ſpecies are now neceſſiated to 
perform.” 


s it poſſible,” ſaid the Door, * the 
orator believes himſelf 2 


5 The people muſt be fools to Seve 
him, 


THE VAGABOND. To: un. 


bim, faid Frederick: he will perſuade 


Na next that he will thraſh the corn 
before it COL! : 


0 hd 1 ſhould not wonder if they 
gave him credit, anſwered Parecho. 
This man was an apothecaty before 
he commenced orator, but his eloquence 
gaining him applauſe, he left the rattle 
of the peſtle, for the clatter of his own 
tongue, and he is now ſo great a favou= 
rite, that any thing he utters is received 
with applauſe. Have you no men in 
your country who are heard with de- 
. while they ſpeak nonſenſe 5 


Ves, replied the Dodor mourn- 
fully, we have too many: I fear our 
country will one day be like yours, or 
even worſe, for my countrymen are of 
ſo reſtleſs a diſpoſition, that, were they 
equal to-day, like you citizens, to- 
 morrow they would be plunged in 
anarchy,” 7 

7 12 8 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


MORAL VIRTUES, THEORY AND PRAC= 
TICE „ STUPEO 18 CONVINCED 
THERE ARE OTHER EXISTENQES 8 E— 

' SIDES. HIS OWN IDEAS, BY A TRE= 


| MENDOUS PHENOMENON I Ra- 


TURE. 


Ou philoſophers were invited to the 
houſe of their guide, which had once 
been extremely magnificent, and yet 
bore the veſtiges of fading grandeur; 


it contained ſome rich furniture, which 


time had not devoured, for as to any 
Vor- II. %% 


o 


A+. 
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thing new, it was impoſſible to be pro- 
cured. 


5 What you ſee here,” ſaid Parecho, 
cis only the fragments of what I once 
poſſeſſed—my whole property is divided, 

and of this houſe I only could claim 
two rooms, a chimney-ſ{weeper, and ſe- 
veral other equally important perſonages 
poſſeſſing the others; but ſince the mor- 
tality in the city, I am allowed my 
whole houſe—1 had a library of an- 

cient Syriac and Egyptian manuſcripts, 

| containing an account of the moſt early 

ages, together with thirteen thouſand 
modern produQions. But theſe enlight- 

eners of the human race, during their 
ſtruggle for liberty, and the promotion of 

general knowledge, being in want of caſes 
for their fire-powder and ball, condemn- 
ed all the libraries to thatpurpoſe®. £008 

. 15 55 St 40 2 Nin How 


5 14% nent bs . 
* At e the ho have been ſent to the 
arſenal; and at Fontaine le Dijon, the Oy of 
e | * the 
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© How is it poſſible, ſaid the Dogon 
you ſhould be acquainted with gun | 
powder, which is a very modern inven- 
tion, and only a few. youre: introduced 
into America,” V 


8 Parecho dune My friend,” ſaid 
he, as our great anceſtor ſaid, there is 
nothing new under the ſun.—This art 
we learnt from a people of India, call- 
ed Oxydracæ: Alexander the Great 
feared to march 85 this r and 


the Fuillants has "REO e aſide as 3 in the 

hall of old papers. Horace and Virgil have been 
2 condemned not only for acknowledging tyrants, but 
, for having been often printed for the uſe of tyrants, 
and by the permiſſion of tyrants. The meridian 

circles made by Butterfield, for the globes. of Co- . 

ronelli, and the medals which are at the national 

- | library, were calculated to amount to half a little 
cannon. At Lyons, Caſſenet threw into the cruci- 
ble Boo antique medals of gold. Notes at the end 
| of Playfair's Hiſtory, where the new philoſopher 
wy will find a catalogue of 12 8815 W of 4 am. 
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Nd Tux VATABOND? | 
pretended it was on account of religion, 


but had he paſſed the Hyphaſis, he 
might doubtleſs have made himſelf maſ- 
ter of the country all round chem; but 
their cities he could never. have taken, 
though he had led a thouſand as brave 


as Achilles, or three thouſand ſuch as 
Ajax to the aſſault. For they came not 


into the field to fight thoſe who attacked 


them: but theſe holy men, beloved by 


the gods, overthrew their enemies with 
_ tempeſts, thunder-bolts, and 8 


from the walls“. : 


_ wy It a indeed, replied 


the Doctor, * but by no means ſurpriſing : 
but pray of what race of people are you, 


ſince 4 ſeem acquainted with the old 


world oF 
70 © We are part of the tribes of _ 


iS See, this extraordinary 8 in the life of 
Appollonius Tyananus , by Phyloſtratu 8, Lib. ii. 
Cap. 4 | : 

3 | 1 ham, 
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ham, ſaid Parecho; we. ,crofſed.' the 
great deſerts of Tartary and China, tra- 
velling thoſe regions of deſolation and 

eternal ice which unite the Continents, 
and in about one hundred yeats wan- 
dering diſcovered this valley, where we 
were happy as it is poſſible. for the 
tranſieni and periſhoble RE _ man 

to den e 


Have you no religion >, inquired | 
the Door. e ee e 
5 To-morrow, anſwered their hoſt, 


you. ſhall viſit our nn. in is ſab- 
bath,” | | 


The 8 1 to their 
room, where ſome. clean ſtraw was laid 
upon the floor, the beds having been 


: ſequeſtered for the public. purpoſes. 


< It muſt be owned,” faid Frederick; 
L 3 © theſe 
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© theſe people are a whimſical ſet, and 
do not ſeem much better for their li- 


8 This | is + plilisſophleat republic, ' faid 
VAligeb; ; © the ancient republics were 


fighting republics ;—the Americans and 
the Hollanders are trading republics, 
but men ſeemed neither better ſatisfied, 
better governed, or better fed in any of 
them; nor in fact, do they enjoy ſo 
many benefits as in a limited monar- 
| * CES | 


{14 "Yar" 1 ink upon it,“ aid Stupeo, 


— 


monarchy is unnatural. It 


3 But how came that body politic into 
being ? ſaid the Doctor. The roam- 
ing nnen of men, replied the great 


rant uſurping the privileges of the whole 
people, contrary to the ſacred ny 
| of the Law 77 | | 


is one ty- 


n 
— 


Politrien, 


r VAGABOND, :. iam. 


-policiekity found the need of mutual 
aſſiſtance and ande and __ united 


into nations. : 


5 No; [replied the Doctor, you talk 
abſurd; it is contrary to the nature of 


man— Man is a rapacious animal, and is 
perpetually (if not curbed by laws and 
ſubordination) ſeeking objeQs of rapine 
and violence.—Let us look back to the 


origin of any people, to the remote an- 
nals of heroic ages, and we ſhall find 


an herd of robbers gathering together 
for the ſake of plunder. The boldeſt 


becomes their leader and chief; the 
weak tribes ſubmit and join them, till 


their power is 'irreſiſtable, and they 
found extenſive empires. Conqueſt is 
at firſt the only compact, and the people, 


little better than an herd of murderers 


directed by a chief. The ambition of 
this chief to excel in ſplendor, introdu- 
ces luxury, and ſoftens the ferocious ha- 
bits of his followers; che arts of peace 


14 1 
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THE: VAGAROND: | | 
JW a cn Cnticntation: ſub- 


des, or is let off by continual wars, 


While the peaceable remain at home, 


and this is the hiſtory of man in reality. 
To talk of a people aſſembling from the 


woods, and forming general laws and 
ſocial compacts, is as abſurd as it is falſe. 


In all eſtabliſhed governments, the ori- 
gin was the ſame, whether they were re- 


publican or monarchical; though, for 
a thouſand reaſons, a limited monarchy 
Oo to me the beſt calculated for man, 


ad, in fad, the greatel proporion af | 
. S b | 


T's am p Rill 8 exied $tupeo, 
© that; a Rate of nature is the more eli- 


gible.—It ſignifies nothing that the hu- 
man ſpecies may be multiplied in ſo- 


ciety. The happinels, and not the num- 
bers of mankind is to be conſidered; 


and the greateſt poſſible good would be, 


to 8158 one _— reſide upon a thouſand 


acres, 


TRE. vac kenn'. ns 


' acres, in the moſt perfect freedom and 
bappinefs, rather than have a family 
upon every acre, wich the 2 con- 

W of ſociety,” | 


© You talk 7 ROY eontratitions, 
ſaid the Doctor. You are never con- 
fiſtent in your opinions: do you not 
| know, that in ſociety we muſt barter 

ſome privileges for a Pordon of * 
happineſs.* 


But truth, eternal truth,” lin Stu- : 
peo, is 


What we 3 heard an a 
times, »ſaid Frederick, in as. many dif- 
ferent definitions ; for my part, I am 
diſguſted with every thing.“ Theſe phi. 


loſophers were here interrupted by the 


ſmoring of Mungo, who had quietly laid 
down upon the raw, untroubled with 
che nature of truth or metaphyſical diſ- 
Waden; and the three great men 

L 5 F 
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concluded, that ignorance was in \ fore 
- meaſure neceſſary to happineſs. The 
next morning, Parecho attended his 
| gueſts to a large hall, where they found 
a great number of people fitting upon 


benches; in the midſt of the hall was a 
ſquare platform, railed round, fimilar 


to a ſmall ſtage. There was no orna- 


ment to fix the eye, nor any mulic to 
catch the ear, a protoumd ſilence re- 


ü . ; 


$ Why, ſaid Alogus to 8 © is 


the place painted black. —Have Fu no 


prieſts—no muſic ?? 


: There was once very fine paint- 


ings,” ſaid Parecho, * repreſenting the 


miracles in Egypt and the Wilderneſs, 


but it was feared by the philoſophers 


that theſe ſymbols would recal to mind 


the God of their fathers, which they 
_ wiſhed to expunge from the human 
ſoul. —We ufed to have fine muſic; 


but the muſicians could not be paid, 
p12» To 5 


- 


n. ng 


and the whole art fell p to decay, 
for who would or could attend to the 


acquirement of ſkill, when all their re- 


ward was a bare exiſtence. As to the 
old prieſts, they were deemed to have 
enſlaved the people, by darkening their 


minds with ſuperſtition, and indulging 


themſelves in licentiouſneſs; fo that they 


were moſt of them deſtroyed, and the 


reſi mingled with the e 


A perſon now e from the 2 
and wounting the ſtage, made an ora- 
tion for half an hour upon morality, 
political juſtice, and the great book of 


Nature, where he aſſerted every thing 


was to be learnt that was worth know- 
ing: he concluded with declaring a- 


gainſt the power of revealed religion, 


to check the crimes of men, aſſert- 
ing, that morality was every thing, and 


the light of nature the real Thos, of "4 


virtue. 


4.6: 
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The people then waited, ſome time; 
and no one elſe. coming forward, they 
diſperſed to walk 1 in the. . the = 


1 an bolidax. 


Our üs likewiſe Ld the 


city, following at a diſtance the orator, 
who had harangued about morality.— 


They entered a grove of trees where 


they ſat down, converſing on politics. 


A young woman was walking in the 


grove, to. whom the. moraliſ advanced, 


and ſeemed to preſs her to. ſomething 
the objetted. He was proceeding to 


violence, when a young man ſprung up- 


on him; they both fell to the ground, 


but the orator being the ſtrongeſt, roſe, 


and with a long knife ſtabbed the youth 
to the heart, and ran N away. 


i e eee Alogos, * is 
there no means of n the mon 


ſter 95 


This 
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. « This man,” ſaid Parecho indignant= | 
ly, © is a reformer of the people, and 
ſuch the conſequence of his doarine. 
If you deſtroy in the minds of men the 
belief of an avenging and infinite Pow- 
er, you give looſe to every paſſion in the 
corrupted heart of man.—lt is not poſ- 
fidle to. bring this wretch to juſtice, be- 
cauſe no individual has the power of life 
and death, unleſs it is done in a private 
manner, by way of retaliation: — beſide, 
it is contrary to political, juſtice, that 
any haſt offence ould be © paniſhed by 
coercion,” 


c Very true,” ſaid Stupeo, that 1 
taught the people of England. —But he 
- might be fined — no man, or body of 
men, can have a right to puniſh with | 

death.“ 


But how vill you fine a man who has 
no. property, and where all are equal— 


and 
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and wheat: could be done with the fine? 
You would ſoon ed YR” 


$ But you might W him,” laid 
Frederick, to Prevent by doing the 
fame again,” | 


© Impoſſible,” replied Parecho.— My 
dear Sir, hear the opinions of our great 
_ philoſophers. The body is perpetually 
changing — the ſoul of man becomes 
every moment a different being: ſo that 
were we to put this man in priſon, to- 
morrow we ſhould be confining a to- 
tally different bong; a innocent of 
the crime.“ 


Very good, replied Doctor Alogos, 
© the faſhionable Mr. Hume has made 
moſt of the young men converts to. theſe 
very doctrines in my country. So that, 
notwithſtanding I can recolle@ a friend 
or a wife for twenty years back, they 
492 | 3 
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are not t the fame petſons. I and they 
are changed, transformed, and renewed, 
nobody knows how often: and Mr. 
Hume, who finiſhed the eſſays, was not 
the Mr. Hume who wrote the treatiſe 
on Human Nature. _ So Alexander the 
Great, who was the ſon of Philip of 
' Macedon, was not the Alexander the 
Great who ſubdued Greece by his flat- 
teries, nor him who overthrew the 
Perſians.” ; 


« Such being the caſe,” ſaid Parecho, 
< jt is plain, that there can be no pu- 
niſhments vithout they are corporeal, 
nor any corporeal puniſhment without 
infringing political juſtice : you cannot 
reſtore the injury done to ſociety, by 
committing an outrage in the article of | 
Puniſhment.” bs 


L Then crime may be done wigs im- 
unity,” ſaid Doctor Alogos. 
323 


Lo raus va 


z What a delightful country,“ an 
Stupeo. I will never quit it. The 
human mind is here in perfect freedom. 
At length, my dear Frederick, we 
have found the place where our prin- 
eiples are prafticable, where truth and 
philoſophy ſhines with beams of era- 
diating ſplendour, and the dignity of 

buman nature is unſophifiicated in its 
Ps 


Would that I were once more in 
England wich my dear Laura, if the 
children of nature have not murdered 
. her,” ſaid the Doctor, with a deep 


Frederick. knew not what to think ; 
bis ſenſes frequently contradifted the 
profound Stupeo, and often led him to 

think his tutor in the wrong; but the 


philoſophical diſquifitions, the grand 
doctrines of the eau good, and 
the 


. 
the elegant Romance of Political Juf- 
tice, inclined him again to the new 
e i 


Our rejchonis: retwene@#6 to the dy, | 
why they became hungry. — Stupeo 
grumbled very much to find only coarſe 
bread and fruits, with clear water, 
Have you no fermented liquors,” ſaid ; 
he, no ers wu 

No,” anker Parecho: * ſpirits | 
could not be the univerſal drink, inde- 
pendent. of the labour to procure them: 
they are, therefore, unallowable in a 
ſtate of equality. At firſt, when they 
were diſtributed according to every 
one's pleaſure, the ſtreets were filled 
with drunkards. Nature never deſign- 
ed men to drink liquid fire.“ 


At leaſt, ſaid Frederick, * I ſhould 
„„ think 
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think animal food would give variety to 
"your table. „ 


© What,” replied Parecho, * rear ani- 
mals on purpoſe to deſtroy them. Na- 
ture never tells us any ſuch thing—we 
uſed formerly to have- excellent oxen, 
but ſince labour has been equally di- 
vided, no body will undertake to breed 
them; and the ſpecies is become al- 
moſt extinct; beſide, no one would 
take the unpleaſant office of butcher, 
where there was no reward“ 


9 e life,“ ſaid the Doctor, is 


> nvt worth enjoying, when we thus li- 


mit our purſuits—the very peaſants in 
any country enjoy infinitely more advan- 
tages: and what does any govern- 
ment ſignify, if in reality men are not 
benefited, the intelletts expanded, and 
their gratifications weren 1 


© It 
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© It is a falſe taſte, * ſaid Stupeo, 
* which has introduced animal food: 
and if we do indulge in it, why not eat 
it raw ?—Nature, had ſhe intended we 
ſhould feed upon dreſſed diſhes, would 
have As animals ready roaſted | 
and. boiled.” | ö 


And why not,” ſaid Parecho, © have. 
loaves and cakes ready baked, grow up- 
on ſtalks in the field: all this is a devia- 
tion from nature, and very abſurd in 
great philoſophers to follow. But ſeri- 
ouſly, what is this Jargon about na- 
ture ann is Nature 7 | 
2 Hap Why, nature,” be Stupeo, 

is that which every man ſees with his 

eyes—it is viſible at firſt view to all un- 
derſtandings — it is the influence of 
rational principles impinging upon 
men, actions palpable to every com 
prehenſion: — It is derived from the 
ſingle letter N.— Take the Latin words 
. naſcor- 
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vaſcoꝛ, natus, natura, and the French 


2 


"m6, for born, analyſe them, and you : 
will find that 


Aſcor being but a frequentive, 5 
Atus a common idiomatic expreſſion, 


Nur the ſame, 


E the ſame, 


reduces all theſe words to the . 
letter N, which offers no ſenſe; reſtore 


de eliptic ſyllable ge, cut off by the 


"uſual tendency of languages to con- 
traction, or to euphony, you have gex- 
aſcor, gen-atus, gex-atura, gex-é; in 


which gen. the radical of genarative, of 
kind, of beginning, and of hundreds 
more, gives a clear ſenſe, and conſe- 
quently are derived from Te-yaw * thus 


nature fignifies beginning, or beget- 
_-ting, ſo that to act according to na- 
ture, is to begin, to beget, to produce, 
which is according to the light of reaſon 
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* But what is the Tight of nature?” 
| cried Doctor Alogos:—* We know the 
genuine meaning of the word, but . 
| apply to nature a perſonality: : you make 
a mere action an active being; ſuch are 
the conſequences of applying fe 


| when: the real meaning of the word is 
not underſtood; and thus we go to deny 


a Creator, and place in his ſtead not a 
| Power, not a being, but an abſolute 


action, called a beginning or a beget- 
ting. Thus to expreſs ourſelves clear- 
ly, we ſhould ſay, The aft of beginning 


teaches us to prefer good for evil. The 
act of beginning has produced all things. 
Thus we ſhould avoid the abſurdity of 
confounding an act with the perſon of 
the actor, for even a new philoſopher - 
would ſtartle, if, in place of ſaying man 
can be no longer happy than while he 
lives according to nature, we were to 
ſay—man can be no longer happy than 
while he lives according to the af of be- 
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alt of "0p. FEARS or. nature, remember the 
advice of Mr. Lock, to be perfectly ac- 
, quainted with the meaning of words they 
begin to diſpute about, and not over- 
throw ſociety with a cant Jargon of equi- 
vocal expreſſion. But we are now 
plunging into the. profound and muddy 
abyſs of metaphyſics, and ſhall loſe 
ourſelves in the darkneſs,” N 
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« How bs you marry. in this country 
| of equality ? ſaid Frederick: Is it a 
civil or religious ceremony 75 | 


© It cannot well be called either, 
replied Parecho. At the firſt eſta- 
bliſhment of equality, every man gave 
a full ſway to his paſſions, and in one 
week there was ſcarcely a maid above 
fourteen. The labour of the females, 
as I informed you before, rendered 
them very indifferent objects to the 
young men, and it was judged a devia- 
tion from equality, that. one man ſhould 
| have 
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| 57 a piety wife, and another an Non 
nary one. It was propoſed that all 
young people, arrived at the age of mar- 


riage, ſhould once a year aſſemble, and 


the neareſt of flature divided into parcels, 
each caſting lots for his partner: they 
are then deemed married, and if they 
have children cannot be diſunited; but 
if they have not, they may, by mutual 
conſent, change every year, becauſe the 


number of the people are the ſtrength _ 


of the republic; thus we attempt to in- 
creaſe population, while we [mother the 
e of "pM 


0 Have you any mode of puniſhing - 
adultery * INS Stupeo. | | 


>. 


20; 10 ths will of the ſex is free, aid * | 


were it not * matter of POP: no man 
would marry. 


478i That is as it ſhould be, ſaid Stu- 
6 1 
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peo: if the rich of the old world 
knew of this bleſſed ſpot, you would 
have no reaſon to 8 cos of the de- 
| _— of your people, ENS 


1 No 1 grows in our been 
ſaid Parecho: licentiouſneſs and de- 
bauchery vill never increaſe of improve 
the human ſpecies ; the people muſt 
have a taſte for domeſtic enjoyments ; 
a hope mult be excited of reward for 


the rearing of an offspring, or natural 
affection will do n little.” 


y 0 mall go with me to England 4 
ſaid Doctor Alogos ;. * you ſhall ſee. 
there the remains of conjugal affection, 
and the virtues which ſtill linger in 
Europe; you ſhall. tell the people the 


effects of this horrid, and impracticable 
ſyſtem of cog.” | 


£  Impoſibly ſaid. Parecho'; a man 
. who 
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wo is really a patriot, will not abandon. 


his country when it is in danger. The 
hour may come when the people will 


awake, and they will need ſome one to 
direQ their een 93 8 1 bo ] 


6 1 will hy eh wle Doctor, | 


«tht 1 may at leaſt ſet my example 
before them, and would to God they” 


could ſee the precipice to which they 


are blindly ſtraying, and open their eyes 


to the private views and / intereſts of 


thoſe miſcreants Who are ſhaking the 
torch of ſedition in their face, while 
they ſeek only an. opportunity of 11 
ing EN | gar; ad 

Snape! -made bs long oration againſt 
leaving the: country, where the new 


philoſophy completely triumphed, pro- 
teſting if they had but a little brandy, 
he would prefer it to any ſpot on the 


earth; and F rederick, who was nearly 


Vor II. | 3 aſhamed 
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aſhamed of his former opinions, con- 
ſented to follow the Doctor. 


Kava 6 leave of 8 they 


returned by the way they came, not a 
little amuſed with thoſe naked philoſo- 
phers, who were ſtudying the public 


good, and working 4 in ratio for the = 


— 


© It els me,' ſaid the Doftor, 


more advantageous: it is impoſſible the 
public good can beeflabliſhed upon pri- 
vate evils.” 


"arty clambered the rugged. moun- 
tains with difficulty, deſcending again 
to the foreſts of America, The day 
was extremely ſultry, not a breath of 


air whiſpered amongſt the trees, and a 


ſtrong ſulphurous ſmell exhaled around 


them. A thick. haze overſpread the 


RE ace 


j 


. 


that to ſtudy private good would be 


\ 
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face of the heavens, through which the 
ſun appeared one moment nel ace and E 


the next violet. 


Jy Ob horrible 1 coed 3 : whims 
| do I ſee? The phenomenæ of nature 
are changing — the deſolation of ro 
SO is at 1 e ie 2 


'F What * deſolation ? aid: ths Doftor 
calmly,; are you frightened at your own - 


8 ideas? or do you think this terene ha- 
- BU ditation will diſſolve? Do you believe 
- in the revelations and prophecy ? . 

© Is this a moment to talk of ſuch 
. things,” ſaid Stupeo, when an inſtant 
n may ſwallow us alive into the gulph of 
y hell? Do you not feel the ground trem- : 
of 85 ble beneath you? | 
id be © The on tremble !* ſaid the 
ne Dodor; what, have you an idea in | 


ce | „„ wo >” - your 


bs ” 


— 
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your bead of the ground ing in con- 
vulfiqns?? d ne, e & 


— 


An idea!? cried Stupeo; © can any 
man in his ſenſes call this an idea? Look 
at the dreadful appearance of the ſun, 
and ſay if that's an idea: ſee how the 
trees bend—the earth moves like the 
waves of the ocean;—O God? what will | 
become of us!” | . 


At theſe W Stupeo caſt himſelf 
upon the ground, which was agitated by 
an earthquake, and exhibited -a ſcene 
tremenduouſly grand. The mountains, 
over which they had juſt paſſed, ſplit 
with dreadful chaſms, tumbling frag- 
ments of rocks broke from their beds, 
and ruſhed into the plains, tearing all 
before them. The earth undulated 
like a moving lake—at the intervals of 
a few minutes, yawning with a frightful 
rent, and cloſing with a dreadful con- 
cuſſion; 
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_ euſfion ; a large ſavannah ſunk at a diſ- 
tance, and a body of water overwhelm. 
ed it for ever. 


© Oh! omnipotent Being, cried Doc- 


tor Alogos, falling on his knees, pro- 
tect us from the ſurrounding ruin—if 


ſuch, O Preſerver of mankind, be the 


| conſequence of ſome trifling diſorder 


in nature, what would this world be 1 
governed alone by chance ?—It depends 
upon thee for ever ſor its exiſtence, and, 


if thy power be withdrawn, every atom 


will diſunite, and the wind bear them 
like chaff through the regions of 


1 8 


8 Tacknovledge, faid Frederick, ſs 
eve gazing upon the dun face of the 
8 * I acknowledge there is a great 
and ETERNAL POWER. The phe- 
nomenæ of nature muſt convince us if 


ve are not fools, but it is eaſy in a calm 


region, where the ſeaſons are ſcarcely 


M 7 ruffled 


% 
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15 ruffled by a ſtorm, to doubt the exif 
| tence of a God, as men frequently doubt 
in their own minds, whether they ſhall 


die before they arrive at an hundred 
while health Hoats 1 in their veins.” 


© It is not  ſaſficient,” ad Doctor 
Algos, that we behold the wonders 
of nature, theſe can only inſpire our 
minds with the ſublime and the terrific ; 
we muſt be taught firſt by revelation, the 
great truths of religion, and then ſhall 
we find a confirmation in every particle 
of matter.“ 


— 


Bo or half an hour the ſhocks of the 
earth continued, and the profoundeſt 
fitence ſealed the lips of theſe philoſo- 
phers. Horror chilled their veins, and 
they expected that the hour of final ven- 
geance was come, when the moſt High 
ſhould judge the world. By degrees 
the undulations became fainter; the 
ſtarting rocks remained in their beds, 
and 


8 * 
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and the philoſophers found ſufficient =" 
courage to ſeat themſelves upon a frag- b 
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9 At this moment,” faid: Frederick; 
a ſolemn awe, a ſtrange ſenſation trem- 
bles through my frame! feel that I am 
re-aſſured, and I do not fear this ſcene 
ol deſolation:— I would at this moment 
that I could believe in the immortality 
of the ſoul ; but we are told in the eigh- 
teenth century, that it is a modern in- | 
vention of Sms ol 
; Like many other falſchoods which © 
are delivered dogmatically,” ſaid the 
Doctor; there are none greater than 
this. There is ſcarcely a nation or 
people under, the heavens who have 
not believed in it, though ſome of their 
ignorant young men have pretended to 
ſet it aſide, merely becauſe it did not 
agree with the exceſs of their paſſions. 
Thoſe people we call heathens, in the 
M EN | _ Elyſian 


”— 
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Elyſian fields, plainly teſtify. their be- 
lief, which is as ancient as record can 
| refer to.— Homer was no philoſopher of 
the eighteenth century but we might go 
higher tban Homer, we might travel 
to the ages immediately ſucceeding the 
deluge when the Noahchide ſettled 
in the Median mountains, when the 
Cuſhites hued out the mountains of 
"Thebes into caverns, which exiſt to this 
day, an everlaſting memorial of that 
great devaſtation. In. theſe caverns, 

ſafe, as they hoped, from another flood, 
and before they dared venture into the 
| plains (where they built the city of 
Thebes) they invented the myſteries off 
byrogliphics to convey the ſacred doc- 
trines of their religion, which, doubt- 
- leſs they received by traditions prior to 
the deluge*. In theſe hyrogliphics the 
Thebaic beetle had principal part, and 
was the emblem of immortality for two 


-.* Bruce's Travels. 


"reaſons: 
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_ reaſons 5 the firſt, becauſe, after the wa- 
ters of the Nile ſubſide, and leave the 
mud behind; this inſeR is the firſt which 
appears, and is thence emblematic of 
the reſurreQion ; and the ſecond, be- 
cauſe the beetle is the longeſt lived of 
any inſet known, far exceeding the 
age of man, From theſe people de- 
ſcended the Egyptians, the fathers of 
fcience. A colony alſo ſpread eaſt- 
ward, and were the founders of the 
Hindoo nations, profeſſing the religion 
of Buddha or Boodh, who was the 
Hermes, or Mercury of the weſtern, 
and the Woden, Odin, or Gwoden of 
the northern world*. It is remarkable 
that all the primitive mythologies agree 

in every grand point, as the exiſtence 
of a great Supreme, the creation, the 

immortality of the ſoul, and future re- 
wards and puniſhments | The Aguide: 5 


hy 


„See Maurice very curious work of Indian f 
Antiquities, | 


* 
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or Druids, who, according to Pliny, 
took their name from opus an oak, 


though inhabiting the regions of the 
North, yet agree in theſe points of re- 


| ligion with the people of the torrid 
zone. Were I to enter into the aſton- 
iſhing diſcuſſion, which, of itſelf muſt 


ſtrike the mind with amazement, we 


ſhould perceive that the firſt inhabitants | 


of the earth had a pure religion, un- 
mixed with fable, and that it is time 


| which has introduced amongſt them 


ſo many fiQitious deities : but, to prove 
to you what I have ſaid, I will repeat to 


you part of a paſfage relative to a future 


heaven, which is taken from the Ice- 
landic, and was the tradition of the 
ancient Celtæ, Danes,  Scytheans, Ke. 
from whom the nations of Europe are 


. Aae. 


"FROM of the deftruRion of the 
world :—The fire conſumes every thing, 
and the flame reaches up to heaven ; but 


preſent 
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preſently after, a new earth ſavings up from : 
the bojom of the waves, adorned with green 
meadows ; the fields there bring forth, 
without culture ; calamities are there un- 
known; a palace is there raiſed more 
ſhining than the fun, all covered with 
gold : this is the place that the Juſt inhabit, 
and enjoy delights for ever more. Then 
the powerful, the valiant, He who governs 
all things, comes forth from his lofty abodes 
to render divine Juſtice—He  pronounces 
| decrees —He eſtabliſhes the ſacred Eee 
which 1 endure . ever. 


3 Such is the doftine of thoſe men 
we call heathens, whom we are told : 
only invented deities through fear. 
But let us one moment now, when the 
earth ceaſes its concuſſions aſk, if the 
point-blank aro 5 1 e Philo- 


* See this atten ens. many very ſingular 
remains of antiquity, in W s Northern Anti- 
Wk M 6 1 558 | 


| 

i 

j 

! 

| 
| 
1 
\ 
| 
| 
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ſophers be true, when they tell us Abet 


the immortality of the ſoul cannot be 
traced from the Old Teſtament,” 


G_— 


pes "Pave: thin it can, aid Stupeo; — 
prove that, and 1 will believe any 


Log What do. you 7 of Saul a the 
Witch of Endor? ſaid the Doctor. 


n very identical ſpirit of Samuel 
was ſuppoſed to appear, which could 


not have been, if they believed the ſoul 
either a bündle of tranſient. ideas with 


Hume, or mere matter. What do you 


ſay of charmers and dealers with fami- 
liar ſpirits? or in the Esccleſiaſtes, | 


chap. 3, v. 21, where Solomon aſks, 


who knoweth the ſpirit of a man that 


1 8 goeth upward, and the ſpirit of a beaſt 


that goeth downward to the earth? But 
even more plain than all this, we read in 
the twelfth chapter of Daniel, Many of 


| them that 8 in the ng of the carth ſhall 
5 5 awake, 5 
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awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and Shad to 
fame, and everlaſting contempt. —[In the 

4th chapter of Job, he ſays, Then a ſpi- 7 
rit paſſed. before my Moy: and the hair 8 

of ey nend ſtood 2 


: But + faid $tupeo, 6-1 not the 
Old Teſtament as full in this point as 
the New? And why did not Moſes 
law declare future rewards and puniſh- 
ments 8 


The Old Teſtament, anſwered the 1 
Doctor, contains only the civil codle 
of the Jews, holding up to them a deity 
who held ſin in ſo much abhorrence, 
that its effects were entailed to the 
fourth generation. The ſublime doc- 

trines of Chriſtianity were reſerved for 
a greater than Moſes to promulgate ; 
though $ was evident the 88 as 7 


— 


- 


OS. The book of Job is reckoned 0 one 5 of the moſt - 
ancient by canoniſts, | 


n 
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as other nations, believed the i immor- 


wy of the ſoul. 1 


a Why, faid Frederick, 6+ could you 
ever doubt, when you ſeem ſo capable 


of Ig the doubts of others? 


x Becauſe,” GO Dofor Moyes, 


* the human mind is charmed vith no- 
velty, and loſes ſolid reaſon in the glare 
of plauſible Hypotheſis. It requires 
reflection to perceive that the philoſo- 
phers of the preſent day are ſupremely 
ignorant, and to cover which, they pre- 
tend to deny and diſcredit every relic 


of antiquity, by which they vould 
plunge the world again into ignorance. 
What are the dead languages is a com- 


mon cry —they teach us nothing we 
ſhould be ſtudying man: but, how pray 
are we to ſtudy man;—man, who is a 
_ creature of experience, when we deſtroy 


the experience of ages? I have aQually 
heard a public character, a man of the 
5 | , literary | 
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literary world maintain, that all the 
claſſics were mere forgeries of the fifth 
century, and that he did not believe 
there ever exiſted ſuch perſons as 
Homer, Demoſthenes, Kc. 


The thee: of the ſky by degrees be- 
came ſerene, and the vagabonds bent 
their courſe by the altitude of the ſun. 
Stupeo ſupported his principles with 
more vehemence than ever, and ridi- 
culing his late trepidation, he aſſerted 
that it was a mere accidental impul- 
ſion of the animal cxconomy, ariſing 
from the aQtion of the air in its per- 
turbed ſtate, and had nothing in com- 
mon with his rational faculties, and the 
grand principles of truth and reaſon, 
and univerſal man. 8 


-F rederick revolved in ſilence the 
words of Doctor Alogos—he ſhuddered 
at the remembrance of his former ac- 


tions, and would have openly dere- 
| litted | 
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lifted from his profeſſions, had ©: not 
been aſhamed of the reproaches of Stu- 
peo, who perpetually declaimed againſt 
that imbecility of mind, which, having 
once felt the force of reaſon, and the 
grand light of truth, returned again to 
ſuperſtition and i ignorance. 


To theſe taunts Doftor Alogos ſteadi- | 
ly replied, - that, to ſay he had changed 
his opinion, was only to ſay he was wiſer | 
to day than he was . 


cHAPTER 
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$TUPEO gurrs. THE WORLD IN & 


BLAZING LDEA—AN UNEXPECTED 
MEETING, AND THE CONCLUSION 
oF WHAT is NOT CONCLUDED. | 


Se many days, theſe philoſo- 


phers wandered in the woods, till their 
ammunition was expended, and their 
ſpirits exhauſted.— They had no means 
of making a fire, and had for ſome 


time devoured all their game raw, to 


the no ſmall prejudice of a ſtate of na- 


ture for even Nopes himſelf allowed, 


that 


OE Wren nn ers 
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that the idea of proviſions dreſſed, was 


better than the idea of them raw.— 
Their bodies were worn out with fatigue 
and want: and they were ſo miſerable, 


as to deſire death as a relief, 


For three days they taſled nothing 
but water, and a few berries which grew 


wild.— Their cloaths were partly worn 
from their backs, and the remnants 


were animated with living multitudes: 
—a ſevere fever burnt in the veins of 
Frederick, and but for the ſteady en- 
couragement of the Doctor, he would 
have ſunk by the way: — their beards 
were grown to a philoſophical length, 
and take them all in all, they appeared 


truly the vagabond children of nature. 


In this forlorn condition, Stupeo ut- 


| tered curſes with volubility, arraigning 


the condutt of Providence, if ſuch there 
really were. 


| Dodtor 
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Dodtor Alogos cd to in- 

ſpire him with patience, obſerving, *that 
Providence was not to blame, as them 
ſelves had wilfully plunged into the wil- 

derneſs in ſearch of an ignus fatuus, 


When they were all nearly at the laſt 
exertion, they were overtaken by a tribe 
of Indians returning from an expedi- 


tion againſt another tribe; and as they L 
could make no defence, they became hi 
priſoners without a ſtruggle. Theſe 1 
men of nature having fed them with a 1 
paſte of pounded Indian corn, tied their "A 
hands behind them, and, notwithſtand- 4 
ing they were every moment at the 1 
point of fainting, urged them forward | 
in a rapid march — poor Mungo fell - 
down and expired, with the over-exer- 1 
tion; but his fate did not move with | 


— 
— 
— 


falſe pity, the callous boſoms of theſe 
cOngren or nature. 
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Stupeo was almoſt diſtracted at his 


condition, though he obſtinately inſiſt- 


ed, that pity was a falſe feeling of weak- 

neſs in. the human heart. Frederick 
now remembered, that Rouſſeau had 
ſaid, © That pity was a natural ſentiment, 
which moderates in each individual the 
N activity of ſelf-love, concurrin g to the 
mutual preſervation of all the ſpecies. 
80 wonderfully do great philoſophers 


contradi&t each other in the grand af. 


fair of immutable truth, 


5 


On the following day Bu reached a | 


little Indian village. —On ſetting up the 
war-hoop, a number of women and 
children came out to meet them, wich 


* 


ſcreams and yells, ſurpaſſing in variety 


and ſublimity of tone, a chorus of an 


bundred cats howling by moonlight. 


1 


This is the muſic of a natural ear, 


ſaid the Doctor — but Stupeo was too 


much 


THE VAGABOND» ; 261 

much abſorbed. in his execrations, to 

reply. Theſe great men were confined 

in a little hut, and had a plentiful re- 

paſt of bruiſed Indian wheat and We 

ter. After all, ſaid Stupeo, * theſe 
8 are better than men in civ |} 

lized life: this hut or priſon is whole 1 1 
ſome and clean, we are not confined * | 
in a loathſome dungeon—the light of 

nature is always pure, and the actions 

of ſimple men cannot fail to be juſt. 

We only become monſters when we 

condemn each other to eternal flames 

for a bug-bear, or drag each other 

to ſtakes for the ſake of religion: I 

am more than ever a ſceptic: all ex- 
iſtence is to my eyes a farce, a folly, 

an idea. Pain, pleaſure, life, death, 

every F ng is an idea, or Hume muſt + 

be e | 


While he e SM to his Glent 
| companions, an hideous, how! and con- 


unued 
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262 THE VAGABOND, | 
tinued roar of joy advanced towards 
them. It was night, and the Indians 
drew near, dancing in rude figures, with . 
torches of pitch-pine, blazing in the 
air. | 


5 Theſe are very ſingular ideas, ſaid 
the Doctor; if your ideas and my 
perceptions are alike, we ſhall have a 
comfortable idea of roaſting.“ 


II maintain, ſaid Stupeo:— the door 
of the hut at that inſtant was opened, 
and ſeveral black children of reaſon 
dragged out the miſerable philoſopher, 
and bore him triumphantly to a green, 
in the centre of the village. There 
. they faſtened him to a ſtake, and ſtick- 
ing his body full of pine-knots, ſet fire 
to the whole, which conſumed the mi- 
ſerable wretch with the moſt agonizing 
tortures, while the ſons of nature danced 
around ys — his cries, and en- 
* 
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couraging their children to dart at bim 


little pointed arrows“. 


Such was the termination of that en- 


lightened great man, who, while he 


lived, endeavoured to kindle the 


world, and ſet ſociety in a flame, 


* Note — Playfair's Hiſtory of J Tacobinifm, ; 
page 496. © Amongſt theſe priſoners (i. 6200 
| whom the new philoſophers murdered at the grand 
Chatelet) was a woman who formerly ſold flowers, 
and who in a fit of jealouſy, had mutilated her 


lover, one of the French guards, in a very barba- 


rous and ſhameful manner. She had been con- 
demned, but obtained a reſpite for ſome time, — 


The rage of the murderers was redoubled on ſeeing 


the woman who had thus murdered one of their 
© companions :—ſhe was tied to a ſtake, her feet 


nailed to the ground, her breaſts cut off with a 


ſabre, and then tortured with lighted torches and | 


pointed inſtruments, in a more cruel and brutal 
manner than it would be fit to deſcribe.” 


The learned may infer that ſavages are much 


alike, all o over "the world, 
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but a; himſelf in the midſt of a | 
blaze. th TR” x ST ad SITE 
PN "het 1 cried Frederick, in extreme 
agitation, © What is man? A being in- 
fluenced by cruelty and rapine :—he is 


_ worſe than che ſavage byena of the de- 
ſert, or the untamed tyger of the burn- 


ing lands. I ſee with bitter convittion, 
that coercion and laws are neceſſary 
to reſtrain the arm of deſtruction and 
violence: in the imperfe& nature of 
all terrene exiſtences, no law can be 


made to deter the wicked, without be- | 


ing a reſtraint, or in ſome inſtances a 


grievance, to ſome who are innocent. 


I ſee that ſociety, with all its- draw- 


backs, poſleſſes the greateſt portion of 


real happineſs ; and that half our mi- 


ſeries we bring on ourſelves, by en- 
deavouring to raiſe human nature ſu- 
perior to itſelf, a 


Iam 
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0 1 am n afraid,” ſaid the Doftor, th 
will be our turn next. | Theſe wretches 
are ignorant of the laws of nations: and 
they have not ſufficient religion to teach | 
Ne the duties of man to man.“ 


; 


„„ 


oy. Thus theſs two „ turn 5 
coats, unworthy the great name, or glo- 


rious martyrdom of the immortal Stu- 


peo, who periſhed in the heat of his i. 


_ own ideas, bewailed the accident of a 
gentle roaſting. —But the Indians had 
no ſooner perfectly reduced the great 
philoſopher, metaphyſician, and politi- 


cian to the idea of a few cinders, than 


they advanced to the cottage, and drag- 
2 out the two priſoners to renew bein 


yo. 4s approached the lakes, they 2 


were buffetted on every ſide by ſevere 


blows from the delicate fiſts of the | ga 


dies, who, out of ſpite at the fair ſkin. 


of the dirty, louſy, Frederick, bit and 
Vor. on 12 dee 
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pinched him with a very a 8 and 
ſportive air.— Indeed, if one might 
judge by their cries, they were even 


more delighted than the tender Euro- : 


pean ladies who crowd to ſee ſome poor 
wretches extended on a gibbet, or run 
ſcreaming to contemplate an houſe in 
flames; or, than the fair daughters of 
France, who danced the Carmagnole 
round the e | 


| While ty were tying theſe ian 
to the ſtake, and dancing round with 
their blazing torches, the report of a 
gun ſtruck them with conſternation, and 
a loud yell beſpoke their deſpair:—a 
ſecond fire which ſent a bullet whiſtling 
amongſt them, urged them to flight, and 
our heroes remained expoſed to what- 
ever might enſue—a large fire gleamed 
on one fide of them, by the light of 
which they perceived ſeveral perſons 
advancing, dreſſed in frocks, like Ame- 
rican hunters, 1 


„ 5 hey 


| | | ] 
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They drew near with their rifles in 
their hands, and ſeemed to ftart with 
aſtoniſhment when they ſaw two white 


men naked, and covered with dirt,— 
© Whoever you are,” ſaid Frederick, 
in a doleful voice, have pity upon our 
ſituation, and releaſe us before theſe 


| monſters return.” 


oe Who- are you ? ſaid one of the 
ſtrangers, whoſe hat was adorned with a 
feather —* -Surely, I am no ſtranger to 


your voice.“ 


hy ME name is Frederick F enton.“ 


Frederick Fenton!” exclaimed 4 | 
ſtranger ; ; O! eternal Providence, 
what myſteries involve us finite heings? 
— Haſt thou brought into the wilderneſs | 
of America the man I had moſt reaſon 
to abhor, and made me the inſtrument 
of his preſervation.ä—Me, whom he ſo 

| N 2 „ ervelly” - 
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: bal; injured in the perſon of My 
Amelia! "IP | 
What,” cried Frederick, are you 

Vernon? Point your rifle at. me, and 

finiſh at once the days of a miſcreant.” 


Nc, replied Vernoms it hat for 
me to wreſt vengeance to myſelf; but 
how are you in this ſituation ? Grazztude 
to your father makes me almoſt rejoice 
that I have ſaved his ſon.” - 


© Gratitude,” ſighed Frederick. —* Ah, 
Vernon! had I but felt it more early; 
had I liſtened to the common claims of 
nature and of ſociety, I might have been 
a worthy member. But the new ſophiſ- 
ticated jargon of philoſophy and im- 
practicable liberty, had rendered me in- 
ſane. I have, however, been the pupil 
of experience, and have ſeen the aſhes. 
of N ſcattered by che wind.“ 
5 7 will 
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8 1 will return to ſociety,” ſaid Ver- 
non: it was the loſs of a woman which 
embittered it to me, and drove me a for- 0 
lorn wanderer in theſe woods ; where 1 
have fortunately found another to ſup- 
ply her loſs, and lead me again into the 
world. I fancy, Frederick, ſhe is not 
unknown to you; and if I may Judge 

right, this is Doctor Alogos, her uncle.“ 
Caan it be, cried the enraptured man, 
that my dear Laura yet lives —is it 
poſſible ſhe has * from theſe hor- 
rid ren 3 

9 She now, I hope, waits us at your 
plantation,” replied Vernon, where I 
| left her to ſearch for you, in company _ 
with theſe my friends; though 1 con- 
fels with very little eee of find- 
ing 90 8 

* Thou art too good: O Provi- 
dence!” cried Alogos, ſhedding tears, 


a | e 
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oY what is man, that ow art mindful of 
him d' 1 8 | = 275 BP. a 


© I am glad, ſaid Frodenlck: — 1 
feel at this moment more ſatisfaction 
than I have felt for years — ſurely, 
there is ſomething in virtue not to be 
deſcribed—you will be happy Vernon, 
with Laura — ſhe is formed for you, 
and I rejoice that I did not ſucceed in 
debaſing her purity. I am tired with 
philoſophy ; I deteſt politics; and I per- 
ceive, that, an equality, the moſt exact 
and perfeR in reſpect of every moral and 
ſocial obligation, ſprings from inegua- 


© lity itlelf. ee 1 5 


5 ene you heard lately 1055 Eu- 
rope, inquired Doctor Alogos? Yes, 
_ replied Vernon: I have news, that 
in Frederick's preſent ſentiments, will 
increaſe his ſatisfaction. His mother 
yet lives ; ; ſhe recovered with much dif- 
r 


} 
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N ficulty from her wound—but ſhe* Wan 


9 71 will fly, clock dete 1 will 
caſt. myſelf at their feet, and implore | 


them to pardon me. 


- 


In leſs than a 3 arrived 


way her huſband the deviation of their ; 
_ for 


again in Kentucky, where they found 


population increaſing with the numer- 
ous emigrations, but unhappineſs and 


diſcontent prevailed: for though the 


grounds which were cultivated were pro- 5 


duQive, there was no channel for trade 


—and' it-ſignifies nothing to a farmer, 
that his harveſt is plentiful, if he has no 


5 market to meet his commodities. | 


Taxes increaſed, and every man was 
| obliged to learn the military exerciſe, 
and keep in check the een In- 
dians. | 


— 


* - 
Wn tt 


Doctor 
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- Doflor Alogos remarked, chat the 
people of America were equally diſſa- 
tisfied with the people of England; and 
ſaw clearly, that no government would 
be univerſally approved, which was not 

to the exact model and intereſt _ 
| every 4 individual. | 


At Philadelphia he ſettled his ac- 
counts, and drew his money from the 
bank. Laura gave her hand to Ver- 
non; and F rederick could not but feel 
a wiſh, that he had ſome amiable maid 
to unite her deſtiny with his—and by 
mutual good offices, ſmooth the rugged 
road of life. He felt at that moment, 
chat the endearing and tender ſmile of 
a modeſt woman, has more real pleaſure 


than the moſt wanton blandiſhments of 


promiſcuous intercourſe, 


The wind favoured their return to 
the land of genuine liberty, where there 
is not one man ſo obſcure as not to poſ— 


ſels 
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tels a right, nor one man ſo bigh, as 
| not to DE ſubjeRt + to the laws. 


e the noble and the 98 are Wo 


upon equality in the penal code, and 
no man can ſuffer for his crimes, but 
with the conſent of twelve of his equals, 
—a right unknown to every govern- 


ment heretofore exiſting—a right which 


checks at once the arm of e bri- 
bery, or malice,” 353 


| Doftor Ab chews bigifetf-1 upon 


the beach, while tears of pleaſure guſh- 


| ed from his eyes. —* Happy, happy 


ſhores,” exclaimed he, © How few com- 


parative evils do you know. Unviſited 
by ſavage. war—inſulated from a trea- 


cherous and rapacious foe—untainted 


by peſtilence, and at a diſtance from the 
climes, where earthquakes and tornados 
in one moment ſwallow 'up, or fweep_ 


away the exertions of a century. Thy 


lands are never parched with the beams 
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of a torrid ſan, or gelid with the froſts 
of the polar circles: thou never feeleſt 
the blaze of perpetual day, or the ſtill- 
neſs of conſtant twilight. Thy fields 
never fail in their produce, and half the 
world brings the tributes of commerce 
to thy ſhores—though the ſmalleſt na- 
tion on earth in local territory, thy fitu- 
ation and the valor of thy genuine chil- 
dren, renders thee impregnable. Nor is 
there a ſpot upon the univerſal globe, ſo 
favoured by e and o bleſſed by 
Heaven. 


May then: thy fair face never be 
| blaſted by the infidious attacks of 
ſelf-intereſted and ignorant empirics; 
may the mania of impraQticable politi- 
cal dreams be diſperſed by the ſurges 
of thy rocky ſhores; and may thy fair 
daughters know, that modeſty and ma- 
ternal feelings are the chief ornaments 
of a celeſtial mind. Experience has 
qualified me to o judge of learning, whoſe 

reſearches | 


— 


— — —y— —„— 
= > oe Dory 
A — — — 
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reſearches have taught me the paucity 
of the human mind; taught me, that 
in this age of reaſon, in the eighteenth 
century, I may exclaim with the learn- 
ed and pohſhed Socrates—* All that I . | 
now i IS, a I know e | | 
| 
| THE END, [ 
| 
[ 


